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SIP Hriſtian Reader, it was an old 
G5 TEN complaint of an Heathen, that 
vÞ Td: the noiſe of the old Philoſo- 
CAO 1012 NO phers opinionsdid hindey their 
& TN dung-hill gods from bearing 
their prayers : And it is no very new com- 
plaint of a Chriſtian, that the many idle ſub- 
tleties of the Schoole have ſo drawn up Divi- 
nity to the higheſt pegge of a curious mindzthat 
it binders the beart from moulding it into Pray- 
ers and practice, 

This grave and; ſerious Divine, whoſe 
living Sermons are bere commended to thee 
when hee is dead, ſaw it with both eyes. There- 


yet all” his 'vhoughts were bent todraw them 
downe from the floating braine , to the feeling 
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| Chrilt : He ſoares to the cquity,and neceſſity 


To the Reader. 


beart ; that his hearers might be better broughy 


to know and doc. Athis hath been his courſe 
in all bis writings before extant; ſo is it jn 
this, that now comes to thy hands. Flow might! 
he have hid himſelfe in the thornes of fpecy. 
lation * How high might hee bave flowne in 
the curinus extrafts of every word of this Text? 
But he, that delighted t2 ſpeake ten words to 
edification , rather .then ten thouſand that 
could not pierce ervery ordinary bratne, conten: 
ted bimſelfe to fall up deepe foards to make 
them paſſable, and to wade the fwzete andſhal; 
low ſtreames of the love of the Lord Teſys. 

He might, from hence, have ſet-himſelfe ups 
on the mount of curfings, and ſhowred' downe 
worſe then fire and brimſtone upon delinquents:" 
but the meekneſſe of his ſpirit carries him up to 
the mount of bleſſings , to learne good ſcules 


through death to finde life through threatnings 
to meete with comforts. | 

Flee, being lifted up by the Divine love f| 
Chriſt, dvtb deſcribe lorve , and our love to! 


| 
| 


of it : He reſts not before hz have given you the 
meanes, motives, markes, gdmes qualiti- 
cations, and obieCts of this love. Hew faine 
2 ould, 
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To the Reader, 


would he bave thee love the Lord Telus, that 
thou maieſt avoid the curle, andenioy the blel: 
ling ! Hee knew nothing more neceſſary for a| 
good Chriſtian then this love: Firſt, he muſt be 
a (hriſtian by faith ; next, hee muſt live a 
( hriſtian by faith and love too : Fee can doe 
neither without the love of Chriſt to him ; and 
this bee can not have but #n his time : hee ſhall | 
have faith in-Chriſt , and love to the Lord 
[cſus. 

There is neither thing, nor loveinall the 
world more comfortable to a good man then 
this: Sinne preſſeth hard downe,and pulls him 
back from beaven ; Satan baites both the hands, 
and hookes of the world, proſperity , and ad- 
verſity , to entangle him , Death brings him 
downe to the bed of darkeneſlc, the land of 
oblivion, andlaies bim up as a deſpiſed lumpe : 
But if hee have this love, when all vaniſhing 
bubbles flie-away ; this mounts him upinto | 
the bolome of God-. As water, be it convey- 
ed in Pipes never fſolow,, yet in the ſame Pipes 
it Will riſe up as high as the Spring head: [o this 
loveſprmging from the boſome of God, though 
it bre ſh:d"abroad, and runne. through the 


: |chaunels of - our hearts on earth , yet with a 
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| To the Reader, 


willing motion it mounts up to Chrilt againe, 
| and carrieth us. along with it in deſpite of 
| ormes, Where we love, we live : where wee 
3 

that this appetite (hall not be in -vaine, | 
And as for other Loves, ſee whether the | 
Love of the Lord clus doe not ſurpaſſe them | 
all. Love other things, gd yet often they ſlid: 
«Way from thee , ſo that in them thou haſt but 
a momentany joy : But love thy. Lord, and, do. 
in? ſo be he abides with thee for ever, and 
is to thee aſpring of everlaſting joy: Lowe 
other things and they cannot know the. ſincerity 
of thy beart , how much, and mn what manner | 
and meaſure thou loveſt them : But love thy 
Lord, and hee knowes better the lorve of thy 
heart then thy ſelfe : Thou mai/t ſay unto bim, 
1 as did Peter, Thou knowelt all things, 
thou knowelt that I love thee , aud. ſhalt 


JF 


find mtertainment. anſterable. Love other 
things, and thou baſt vexing care over them, 
both. about their gaining, keeping, and loſing: 
Bat lovve thy Lord, andthy care 1s ſweetefor 
him , yea, he carcth for thee.inall thy wayes. 
Thow canſt. loſe nothing by it , #010t thy heart, 
| which though it,goeout to himg anbe keepesit, 

| yet 
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| there may lye @ /nakeuunder the greene graſſe, s 
[filthy toade under a ſweet flyWer, and a\warme 
[inthe heart of. adefaxed apple. But love thy. 
[Lord,and bewill reveale the myſtery of God- 


To theReader, 


yet hee gives .#t to:thee -aguine, and that better 


thenit was , ' to comfort thee in thy whole 


cow ſe. | 

Love other things,and.chou findeft nat them at 
all times, nor ſo often as thou wouldeſt : when 
thou haſt need thow.ca"ſt not ſpeake tothem ſo 
often as thou wouldſt, neither doe they harken to 
thy words as thou couigt wiſh: But love thy 
Lord, and hee is with thee alwaies to the 
end of the world : Thou maieſt ſpeake to bim 
at any time ,by night, or by day ; be beareth thee 

at all times,and gives thee thy hearts deſires, 

Love other things, and thou canſt not know 
their. ſecrets , there may hee” ſomething #n them 

vhich maybee oexations.unto thee inthe iſſue, 


_Y 


lineſſe , and his hidden ſecrets of truth ants! 
thee acrording torhis word.; yea, thog (halt. ſee| 
that nothing $yt ehat Which is glorious init ſelf, 


[!. /Loveothir rhinigs, and (they jrut thes 20 mg- 


und;good for: thee,Jit either in him, or about 


ny a trouble ; they binder thee in thyprayers and 


B 3 all 


= IT 


_—_ 


= > _- 
a —=& 
I” 
"Iz 


0 m——— 


| To the Reader. 


«ll thy ſervice to God, becauſe thoy deſt alwaies 
think,and dote upon them : But lo-ve thy Lord 
and hee bringeth int» thy heart and conſeience, 
peace which paſſeth all underſtanding. 
The more thou loveſt him when thou prayeſs,the 
more bee gives thee to thy ſelfe ," yes, the more 
be gives thee to bimſelfe, and fills thee with by. 
ly comfort. Love othew things, and" they are 
without thee fill ; thou canſt never bring them 
to any more . intimate communion, ſave that 
which is common'to thee with Bpicures : But 
love thy Lordand he dwwelleth in thee, and 
thou in him, for heis Love. ' 


' hands a profit and gaineto themſelroes, or elſe 
| 


dures to glorifie himſelfe in doing thee good, 


Lorve other things; and they ſeeke at thy 


they periſh inthy loroe. They will take. advan- 
fage upon thy love to worke npon thee for their 
owne perfettions : But love thy Lord, and bee 
eekes thy profit and' perfeFion : he alwaies en- 


Lorve other things, and moſt times they will de- 
ceive thee , they are oftenlyars, variable, and 
mconftant : But lorve thy Lord, .and thou ſhalt 
be aſſured: hee is moſt true, aud unchangeable, 
and thou maiſt build upon him, that hee will 


| 


not failecheenor forſake thee. 
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Love: 
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Lore other things, andofttimes they canſe 
griefe and hearvineſſe , and: ſo doe highlydiſ< 
pleaſe thee: But love thy Lord,andit baniſhech 
feare and ſad confuſion of face, becauſe thou 
canſt ſee nothing in him that can;dſpleaſe thee. 
Laſtly, love othir things, and; thouwknoweſ? not 
ejwedy whether thou art locued of them again: 

ut lore thy Lord, and thou maiſt bee aſſured 
that be anſwereth thee with the ſame , yea, with 
better, for hee cannot but locve a bleſsed child 


of the begerring of his owne will. 


for it. If it harve it not, it is from the errour a- 
bout the ,obje F, ar the miſcariage of the appe- 
tite. That therefore thou maieſt faile in neither, 
but mayeſt harve the beſt obje&, and the beſt ap- 
petite cleared from clouds of ignoramre” and fin | 
wito thee, theſe firve Sermons of an expericn- 
ced maſter in Iſrael aretendred untothee. If 
thoy reapeſt benefit by them, girve glory to 
God, Who would not harve this lampe of love 
keprundcr a buſhel, and buried inoblivion- 


j 


By how much more excellent this lorve is | 
then the love of all things elſe , by ſomuch the | 
more muſt thou preſse to enjoy and praftice it. | 
Every thing naturally deſires that which is beſt | 
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To the Reade r, 
I. than receioeſt the  lraſt encouragement, 


. | from theſe foregoing lines , to make uſe of 


this light, know: that they proceedr from 
the love of- thee in Chriſt, #1 him, 
who defares thy prayers., "\that 
bee may. loye theiLord” 
', Telus bothin life and 
death. 


Farewell 
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| OF DIVINE LOVE. 


Sermon I. 
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iCo Rr. 16.22. 

If any man love not the Lord Feſus Chriſt, let bins 
bee Anathema, Maranatha, Let him bee had in 
execration, or let him be excommunicated unto the 
death, 


22 @F Heſe words have little dependance 
on the words before going; which 
d aretheſc, The ſalutation of me Paul 
OY Ve with my owne bands. It was the cu- 
' Wee ſtome of the Apoſile, that the 
| Church might not deceived with counterteit E. 
| piſtles to ſer his name to thoſe hee wrote : And 
| that hewould not docalone,but did alwaycs adde 
| ome gracious ſentence, as commonly rhis, The 
| grace of our Lord Ieſus Chriſt bewith yon all, And | 
there he addes that ſentence, which fo fuits with 
the ſpirit and mind of S. Paul, that it mighteali- 
ly ſhew it to be S.Pauls Epiſtle ; a man (o aboun. 
ding in the love of the Lord, as hee is zealous a- 
gainſt ſuch as love him =_ Ve ſhall finde, * 
a 
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| (trong, all will be ſtrong : It theſe bee weake, all 
| wit be weake -1f-2ny man love not the Lord Ieſus, 
{ let him bee had in execration ; yea, accurſed unto the 


. tt. 


A Heavenly Treatiſe | 


al S. Pauls preaching,that faith and love, were that 
which he drave at, thoſe two roots ,thoſetwo pil- 
lars o8 which the Church is but!t, from whence 
all the reſt flow : Hereby reaching Miniſters 
what they ſhopld beatat, what ſhonld bee their 
aimc: Ad {6 people are taught hence what to 
doe : they miſt warerchefetwo roots well, and 
then the branches will Alouriſh. Our wiſedome 
ſhould bee to looke to theſe, for theſe being 


death. His (cope is to commend love to the Co. 
rinthians. TfT ſhould caft abour metro commend 
fome ſpeciall thing unro you now ar the clofing 
up ofmy Epiſtle, I know nothing better then this 
Love of the Lordleſus, And there are two reaſons 
why you ſhould love him, firſt ye were in a miſc. 
rableand accurſed condition it you doe ir not, 
And the-ſecond is fromthe object you areto love, 
he is the Lord and ſomay well challenge your} 
love ; eſs your Saviour, and ſo hath well deſer- 
ved it : ſo that we have here an exhortation, and | 
two reaſons of it. The words have little difficul- * 
ty. Somewhat I will fay of the two words inthe 

originall eAnathema & Maranatha,The word 4- 
nathema f13nifies rhe ſeparatio of a thing unto de- 

ſtrution. Maranatha 1s a Syrian word, ſignifying 

curſing;take from the Hebrew root, and fignifics | 
more then eAnathema. The Apofſtledoubles this | 
curſe toſhew the greatnes of the puniſhment It 
is a great puniſhment which he wouldexpreſſe in 
two languages. T he generall dotrine we will ob- 


i. 


1 ſerve 


——_— — 


| 


of the Divine Love of Chriſt. 


ſerve from thefe words, is this, That t8lowe the 
Lord leſus is ſo neceſſarily required of us, that hee ts 
worthy tobe curſed that deth it not. Sometimes in 
Scripture the promiſe is made to faith, ſome- 
times to repentance, ſometimes to love. Love 
is ſo required, that without it, a manis worthy 
to be accurſed ; yea, and ſhall be curſed, I will 
but openand apply this ; not ſtanding to prove 
it, And Firſt, 1 will ſhew whar love is in gene- 
rall ; Secondly, what this love of the Lord ITeſus 
is3 to ſhew whach there will bee ſhowne how ir 
is wrought : And thirdly, how they come to bee 
worthy to be accurſed, that loye him not. And 
firſt forthe firſt, Love is among the affeRions, 
which are planted in the Will; and itmay be de- 
ſcribed thus, 1t is 4 diſpoſition of the Will and Heart 
of man, whereby it turnes and inclines to ſome good, 
which it apprehendsto bee agreeable toits owne na. 
tyre. The Willis carried to nothing, but that 
which is apprehended to bee good. Now this 
love is a principall a of the Will : and it muſt 
beean agreeablegood to him , whoſe Will in- | 


' clines unto it ; for an envyous man may confeſle | 


' the exceltencies of another man, bur hee hates | 
| them; he ſuffers by them, they ſceme not robe | 
an agreeable good to him, And this may bee il- | 
 Iuſtrared by rhe contrary. Hate is that whereby | 


in two effects : firſt, it deſires the preſervation of 
| what itloves, that it may be kepr ſafe : ſecond- 
| ly, it defires Vnion with it, that they may draw 


2 man turnes from a thing which he apprehends | 
contrary to himſelfe. This Love ſhews ir (eite 


neerer one to another. That you love, which | 
C 2 y Ou 
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What love is 
ingenerall, 


How loye 
ſhews it (clte, 
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The kindes 
of Loyr. 


Þ. 


' you defire may bee yours, with which you defire 
conjunion: Now ſometimes a thing may bee 


nefle of their hearts; hee did pitty them, and yet 


eA Heavenly Treatiſe | 


neerer, ſometimes too far off ; therefore it deſires 
ſach a neereneſſe as may ſtand with its conyeni- 
ence, And this is common to all love if you 
lovea Glaſſe, you will take care that it beekept 
cleane, and whole, and for your ule : fo, if you 
love a Horſe, you will take care that hebeewell, 
and in gond caſe, and thar he be yours. The fame 
we ſee the love of a Father to bis Sonne, of 
one friend to another. This is the nature of Love. 
Now Hate contrariwiſe,defires the deſtraion of 
that which is hated, thatit may bee taken our of 
the world ; and if that cannot bee, it deſires ſepa- 
ration from it, as faras may bee, Andthusyou 
have ſeene the narure of Love in generall., Now 
there are divers kindes of Love : There is a Lowe 
of Pitty,vh& you defare-the pretervation of a mans 
perſon, and the removing of ſome ill quality; | 
As, our Saviour mourned in Spirit, for the hard- 


was angry With their ſinne, 
Therc is 4 Love of Deſire, when a thing is de- 


| red tO bce kept fafe for our uſe : And this is for | 
; the 1nteriOur faculties, as the figh loves a pleaſant | 


objeR ſhould beconrinued, | 
Thcre is 4 Love of Complacence, when wee | 


lookeon a thing, in which allthe faculties are | 
| pl aſed ; not onely the inferiour, but the ſuperi- | 
[ our, as the Minde and the Will. 

| Thercis 4 Love of friendſhip, when a man loves 
{where he 15 loved azain, when love is reciprocall; 
there is at intercourſe of Love. 


— — 
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— 
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There is a Love of dependance, when wee love 
him on whom we depend; and thus we love God, 
when wee looke upon him, as on whom all our 
good depends : ſo that we love him more than our 
ſelvs, becauſe our good depends upon him,more 
than on our ſelves. 

Weewill adde the qualities of Love ; there is 
a naturall Love, planted inus bynature: as the 
of parents tother children, of oneman toano- 
ther : this love is indifferent, not good in it ſelfe ; 
good no otherwilc, than dvedted ona good ob- 
ject, 

There isa ſinfull Love, ariſing from f(infull ha. 
bits, which ſeeke things convenient to ir, As no. 
thing is better than love on a right objec, ſo no- 
thing worſe than love on a wrong obje&t, As na. 
tural} Love puts us in the condition men : fo this 
finfull Love makes men worſe than beaſts, ande. 
quals them with the Divell. 

{ Thereisa ſpirituall Love, ariſing out of holy | 
qualities, which ſeckes an obje& agreeableto it. 
And this makes a man above a man, and in ſome 
fort equall with the Angels. Men are as they 
love. G OD judges us by our aftetions, wee | 
are judged by what welove, Hethat loves v.ic- 
 kednefſe,is truly a wicked man ; he that loves hol i- 
nefſe, is trucly holy. This foundation that wee | 
have laid,though it may ſeeme ſomewhat remore, | 
| yet ye ſhall find it of uſeto hold up this building, | 
before wee have done with the point, 
| The kcond thing that wee have to declare, is, 
| What this love of the Lord Icfusis, Now thc 
| beſt way to ſhew what this is, is to ſhew how 1 
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Tohn 3.16, 


Rom. 8. 


2 Cot. 1. 20. 


z Cor. 5. 
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is wrought : now for the working of ir,there muſt 
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be two Antecedent things which muſt make wa 


they doe beleeve it, yet they may bee oppoſiteto, 
ir, becauſe it is not agreeable to their nature, That 
a man muſt be broken fo, and moulded again, be- 
fore hee can have this love which is wrought by 
Humiliation and Faith, And they are wrought 
on this manner, when we preach the Goſpell, and 
offer Teſus Chriſt unto you : tor the duty of a Mi- 
niſter, is nothing butthis, zo offer Teſus Chriſt him. 
ſelfe unto the world, To us 4 Child is borne, To u; 
a Sonne is given : for, wnto you is borne a Saviour, 
that is,Chrift the Eord, This is the ſumme of the 
Goſpell ; this is the newes which we bring : God 
hath givenus his Sonne; wee offer you not for- 
giveneſſc of finne, Butthe Lord Ieſus. And when 
he hath given us him, will bee not with him give us 
all things alſo ? Chriſt muſt firſt bee given, and 
when you have him , you ſhall have all: in him 
are the promiſes, yea and Amen. Firlt have Chriſt, 
and then the promiſes belong unto you , not be- 
fore. The Goſpel! is no: hing but this, weareto 
manifeſt, that God the Father is willing to give 
you his Sonne, Weare his Spokeſmen, to beſeech 


other Humiliation. 


arc humbled, can marry youto Chriſt, You muſt 
bee divorced from all other things, and bcleeve 
that Chriſt willtake you z and this is Faith, the 
And then when you can 
receive him, you will love hin, Now when we 


very one beleeyes not this to bee needtull ; and if 


yourto take him, that you would rake him as your 
husband . bc ruicd by him : NONE, before you 


Preac! 


for it - and they are Humiliation and Faith : for c..\ 


1 


of the Divine Loveof Chriſt 


preach thus unto the world, what an{were doe wee 
ftinde ? Why, there are ſome that will not beleeyc 
thar there is ſuch a Lord : and then our worke is to 
perſwade, that Chriſt is ſuch a Lord ; and this 
was the Apoſtles worke, and theirs atthe begin- 
ning, Bur when wee intreat you to take Chriſt 
for your Lord, your anſwer is, as theirs who were 
invited to the feaſt» This, and this excuſe they 
hayeto hinder them, to beleeve, that a Chritis 
propounded, and men regard him not, they will 
not looke afterhim. Now, that Chriſt may be 
received , there is required Humiliation and 
Faith : Humiliation opens their eyes, by the Law, 
and ſpiritof bondage, that they fee themſelves 
miſerable men, men cotidemned to dye. Now 
when God hath diſcovered our miſery unto us, 
and wee rightly apprehend what our eſtates arc, 
then we beginne tolooke on Chriſt as a condem- 
ned malefatour on his pardon ; as a Captaine on 
him that comes to redeeme him, as a Widdow 

[chat thought ſhe ſhould live well enough alone, 

bu: now when all her goods as ſcized upon, and 
they arc now to carry her to priſon, would bee | 
content if atiy one would marry her, When af 
man ſhall ſee what hee is without Chriſt,one thar 

is condemned, that muſt periſh if hee have him | 
not ; then he lookes on Chriit, as upon one moſt | 
deſirable, ro prize him, to thirſt forhim zand if 
| hee know that Chriſt will then receive him, oh ; 
then he cannot bur love him; for Love (as hath 


| beene ſaid) is toa good apprehended ; fit for us. 
| Now without this, wee will thinke of Chriſt, as 


if wee might bee well enough without hum : Bur 
when 


I— _— 


| comes the Goſpel, andtels us that Chriſtis wil. 
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when the heart is thus prepared by Humiliatis,ch 
that all the World would vaniſh tor Chriſt ! Then 


ling to rake us, to redeeme us, to be ours, And 
then when we take him, the match is madeup : 
and thence ariſes this conjugall Love, The Apo- 
tle praics for the Epheſians, that Chriſt may dwell 
in their hearts by Faith, Ephcl, 3.to uniterhem to 
Chriſt, to marry him then preſently it follovys, 
That ye may bee rooted and grounded in Love: (0 
that Love fullowes this , and not aflaſh', but it 
rootes uS in Love, Theadt of juſtifying Faith, 
is the taking of Chriſt tor reſt, Now when yece 
have taken him thus, then you will love him, and 
then all that followes will be effects of this love : 
ſo that this love of the Lord Icſus, is this; 
to Wit, 


A holy diſpoſition, ariſing from Faith, where- 
by wee cleave unto the Lord Teſus Chriſt, with full 
purpoſe of heart, to ſerve and pleaſe him tn all 
things. : 


Whereby wee cleave to him. Love inclines, 
and knits our hearts ro him, as it did Davids to 
Fonathans, And (o Barnabas exhorted them to 


cleave unto the Lord with full purpoſe of heart, Att 
11, Neither is this idle; but makes a man defirous! 
| ro pleaſe the Lord in all things, A man is ſaide 
| to love the Lord, when our of a perſwafion that 
| Chriſt is moſt defirable, and willing to receive 
| him, hce cleaves to the Lord with a dcfire to! 
ſerve and pleaſe him- in all thinges. _—_ 

that 


——— 
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that begers Love, 1s not onely a per{waſion that 
the Lord will be mercitull, and forgiye us : ( For 
| a pritoner may fee the ludge willing to pardyn 
him, and perſwade himſelfe thathee ſhall be par- 
doned, and yet love not the Iudge, becauſe hee 
 lookes not on the Iudg#e, as on, anamiable per- 
(ſon, ) burarcceiving and reſting upon his ami- 
| ablcnefle. There is anotheraffcRion ; when the 
heart is ſo framied, ir apprehends Chriſt for its one- 
ly good, itS happineſſe, Faith is not onely an a&t 
of the minde, tobelecve that God will pardon 
us; bur of the Will and hearr alſo, to take Chriſt 
for oar Husband, ſo that all the parts of the 
heart are inclined and bent after hem, .1f you be- 
leeve with all your heart , ſaith Philip tothe Eu- 
nuch, e4A#. 8. If a Spoufe ſhould ſee one willing 
to have ber, that, is notenough to make up the 
match ; ſhe may not thinke him fit, ſhee' may bee 
unwilling, -But ſuppoſe there bee one that ſhee 
loves above all, whom ſhe thinkes to bee moſt fit 
for her, yea ſhe thinkes ſhe ſhall bee undone if ſhe 
; have him not : but yet ſhe 15 not ſure that hee will 
| have her, bur thinkes it is very probable that hee 

' may be induced unto it. Sothis is Faith, when 

a man ſces Chriſt onely worth his love, he would 

| gladly bec divorced from all, ſo that he might 

; have Chriſt oh he cannot bce withourthim , yet | 
| there is ſomewhat betwixt them, he cannor firm- 
ly beleeve that Chriſt loves him, but yet doth 
'not thinke that hee is wholly averſe from him. 
| Though thy perſwafion bcenor full, yet it you 
| have this thirſt and deſire, this hungering af- 


| 


cer 
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Why they are 
worthy to be 
\ curſedthat love 
notthe Lord , . 


Ieſus. 


1 Reaſon. 
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cr Chriſt, you may bee comforted, This ſhu:s 

| ur ſuch as have a perſwaſion of the pardon of 
their ſinnes , and yet have not this love, this pri- 
zins, this deſiring aftcr Chriſt ; and takes in ſuch 
as doe thus love and prize him, yet finde not that 
full perſwafion of his love; ſo that this love is 
that which follows Humiliation and Faith, the 
breaking of the heart, and the moulding of it up 
againc : when wee ſee our need of him, and his 
| willingnefle to receive us, then wee will take 
him, which cannot bee without this love to 
| hin. 

Now wee coneto the third thing , therea- 
ſons why they are worthy to bee accurſ:d unto 
the death that Love not the Lord Iefus. This 
may ſeeme ſtrange and hirſh, VVhat then be- 
comes of all unregenerated men ? The Apoſtle 
meanes, ſure, ſuchas continue intheir not loving 
the Lord; or ſuch as have- ſinned againſt the holy 
| Ghoſt, But the former ſence I take to beethe 
beſt, neither is this any ſtrange thing : for it 15 

one part of the Goſpel, There are two parts of 


| the Goſp:1, 1f you beleeve, you ſhalbe ſaved, if you 
| beleeve not, you ſhalbe damned. Sometimes it is 
| it you repent you (halbe ſaved ; or if you doe not 
you ſhall periſh, ſo if you love you ſhalbe ſaved; 
if you love not, you ſhalbe accurſed : now why 
ſhould hee pitch on ſuch a frame of words to ex- 
preſſe their condition 2 

Becauſe when Chriſt ſhall come and bee a ſu- 
rer to us, when he ſhall woe us, and offer him. 
{elfe to us, and wee will have none of him, then 


the 


| 
, 
' 
: 
, 
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the Sonne waxes anzry. When he ſhall offerhim- 
ſelfe unto us, and none will kifſe him, then hee 
waxcs angry unto the death, and they periſh in 
the way. The greateſt love not anſwered, turnes 
tothe greateſt hatred : ſo when the Father ſentto 
call them to the feaſt that were invited, and they 
refuſed it, this made him wrath ; when wee ſhal] 
come to preach Chriſt to men, when this light 
hid from he beginning of the world ſhall ſhine, 
and you ſhall deſpiſe xt and contemne it , know 
that now is the axe laid to the roote of thetree, 
God will beare it at your hands no longer, Now 
if a man will not Love the Lord Ieſus, ler him 
be had in execration, yea let him bee accurſed un. 
to the death; | oTy 
If a man did not keepethe Law, he was to be 
curſed, now there was a double keeping of the 
Law : A Legull, which anſweres the exactrigour 
of the Law ;an Evaygelicall, which tsan cameft 
endeavouring to keepe the Law , and to make a 
mans heart as perfect as may be. Now there be- 
ing more mercy in this, there isa greatercurſe on 
the breach of it. Now Love is the fulfilling 
of the Law ; and not to love the Lord, is, not to 


 keepe the Law, and therefore the Curſe fol- 


lows it. 

If a man love not the Lord Teſus, it is becauſe 
he loves ſomething better than him. Ir may be 
you love your Wealth more than Chriſt : And | 
are you not worthy to becurſed for it ? It may be 
you are lovers of pleaſure more than of God, and 
doth notthis deſerve a Curſe? Itmay beeyou 
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= the praiſe of men, before that of God ; and 


is not this to bee accurſed ? Adultery was pu- 
piſhed with dcath ; and what puniſhment then is 
enough for the going a whoring from ſuch a 
God, after ſuch vantics ? 

Againe, Curfing belongsto Hypocrites ; Woe 
be unto you Seribes and Phariſees, Hypocrites, Mat- 
thew 2 3. Now,what a mandoth not out of love, 
is done our of hypocrifie ; which is , rodoethe 
outward ation without the inward afteRion: as 
counterfeit gold hath the ſame ſtamp and colour 
withtrue gold. But as wee caſt away counter. 
fet ſilver and gold, ſet it apart todeſtruftion,nay- 
lingchem up,ubat they may bee knowne, ſo will 
God deale with ſuch as ferve him outwardly, 


| without this lovetb him, | 


Love is that which commands al} in a man. 
It js as: the rudder to'a ſhippe; all followts love. 
When a mat fove not the Lord , all go's from 
him. Now when the whole man ſhall gofrom 
the Lord, is not ſucha one worthy to bee cur. 
ſed, yea to bee had in execratton to-' the 
deat! > 

If this love of the Lord beſo neceflary, then 
ſce whata finne itis, whatan execrable thing it 
is, not to lovethe Lord and what you ore to 
thinke of your ſelves, if youlove not the Lord, | 
When Teſus Chriſt ſhall bee propounded unio 
men, ard this light is great, but men doc refiſt 
it, and nor embracethe Lord: when we ſee this, | 
we ſhould baveſuch a ſprit as Pav!, ( for this was 
out of the abundance of his zeale ) wee ſhould, 
| 


—— 
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[ſay , bee ſtirred againſt ſuch with an holy indig- 
nation, ed. 17. Doe not I hate thoſe that hat® 
thee ? Pſal.139. yea Ihate them witha perfe& 
hate. This thou haſt, that thou hateſt the workes of 
the Nicholaitans, which thing alſo I hate, Revela- 
tions 2. And this was afigne of Zots fincerity, 
that His righteous ſoule was grieved, and wexed 
with the uncleane converſation of the ' Sodomites, 
2 Peter z. If you can {ce Chriſt ſcorned and re 

je&ted, and his Word ſlighted,and his bloud tram- 
pledon, and you your ſelves are not moved with 
it, you are not of Payls ſpirit, who ſpeaking of 
ſome, whoſe God was their belly, whoſe glory was | 
their ſhame, of whom ( ſaith hee) I have told you 
often, and now tell you weeping, that they are the 
enemies of the croſſe of Chriſt, Philip, 3. Whence 
came this, bur out of the abundance of his love 
to Chriſt, and mankinde > I wiſh yee would all | 
looke to your ſelves, whether you are inthis num- | 
ber or not, of thoſe that love notthe Lord. This ; 
is ſach a finne;, as the curſe is doubled upon it : | 
And the puniſhment is but to ſhew the meaſure, 
| of thefinne. Hee thunders nor outhis curſe a- 
' gainſt him that oppoſeth the Lord, orreſiſterh | 
' him , but againſt him that loveth not the Lord. | 
| The Apoſtle, 4s Moſes, gets him upto the Mount | 
| Ebal ; and whom doth he curſe ? Even all ſuch as | 
love notthe Lord Ieſus. This Dodrine through- | 
ly conſidered, may let ina crevice of light to thee, 

that now thou maiſt looke on thy ſelfe,, as onan 

execrable thing which God hates ; and thou 


| maiſt ſee GOD, even ſtretching out his pow- 
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er to confound thee, yea thou maiſt ſee the Gof-! 


| pel curſing thee, | 


But what terrour is there in the preaching of; 
the Goſpel, you will ſay ? | 
O much more ( my Brethren ) than may bee | 
expreſſed ; for the curſe of the Law was not ſo! 
peremptory ; though we have plaine words for it,] 
yet it was not without all condition. But God 
{weares to this curſe, as if wee were thus curſed if 
wee would continue not tolove him» The Law 
is the proper inſtrument of humbling , yetthe| 
Goſpel humbles more g for finnc is the matter of | 
Humiliation, And there bee ſinnes againſt the| 
Goſpel, ycagreater finnes than againſt the Law : 
when thou heareft the curſe of the Law, Curſed be 
he that continueth not in every thing that is written 
inthe booke of the Law, to doe them, Galathians 3. 
You will ſay,you wil go to-Chriſt,& heſhall do it 
ſor you : But when the Goſpel curſes ſuch as love 
not Chriſt, to whom will you goe to love God ? 
Another man cannot love for you, And if you 
thinke this be roo harſh, let this verſe ſound oft in 
Your cares. 


JI 


If any man love not the Lord Teſus Chriſt, let hin 
be accurſed unts fhe death. | 


This cannot bee altered, it is the Wordof 
God ; aske then thy ſelfe this queſtion, whether 
thou loveſt the Lord, or no ? And put not your 
ſelfe off with your Hope, but try your Love ; for 
Love will have ſenſible ſtrings m the heart ; a 
Wi 
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will drive youcloie to the Lord, to keepe in with 
him, ro have communion with him. 

Doſt thou then feele, that thou art never well, 
but when thou art with him , and yct doſt thou 
not love him ? Doſt thou walke with God, as 
Enoch did ? Wi'l any of you ſay, that a Wife 
loves her Husband, which with her good will, 
will nevcr be with him ? 

Love is alſo very dilligent and Jaborious, you 
will never leave, till you getneere him whom you 
love ; no labour will be tedious, to get his favour; 
many yeeres ſeemea few daies to lacob, to ferve 
for Rachel, becauſe hc loved her. 

Againe, Love is not of a deferiing nature, but 
is impatient of all delayes. 

Againe, Love is content with it ſelfe ; it doth 
not nced to be hired to love, eAmoy eft ſibi ipfi 
dulce pabulums : 1t carries its meate in its owne 
md If you love the Lord Ieſus, you 
would not aske what wages you ſhould have to 
love him. 

Againe, Love is a ſtrong impulſive qaulity, ir 
carries you on impetuouſly unto the Lord, it is 
afirerhat breakes through thicke and thinne : ſo 
that he that loves, cannot finne wilfully, if hee 


would ; hee cannot but obey, hee cannot doe any 
thing againſt the Goſpel, he mult doe all things | 
for it. The Love of Chriſt conſlraines me, ſaith S. | 


' Paul, 2 Corinthians 5, Looke how a man is car-| 


ried with a ſtrong ſtreame, or by a ſtrong man 
' whom hce cannot reſiſt ; ſo his love compelled 
him ; I preach, and preach, and men thinke mee 


| mad, 


| 


Signes of Love 
I 


to 


— 


| conſtraines me, andas it conſtraines me, fo there 


is nothing more difterent than conſtraint, andnor 


| rodo:c it. The eficts of this Love are fo vio- 


| lent, as ifrhey were compelled , bur for the man- 


' ner of working , nothing 1s ſo contrary to it as 
| com pulfion; for you loye him, and are carried to 
| it, asa ſtone to the center , you would doe no 0- 
therwiſc: 


So endeth the firſt Sermon, 
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mad, but L cannot bur doe it : the love of Chriſt | 
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4 Matt. 22. 37, 38. 
= This is the firſt, and ercat Commandement : thou ſhalt Love the 
bh Lordihy God with all thy heart, 


Pal. 31. 26. 
Love the Lord 0 all ye his Saints, 
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Sermon |lI. 


1 Cor. 16. 22. 
If any man love not the Lord Ieſus Chriſt, let him 
be had inexecration, yea let him be accurſed nxto 
the death. 


2 Hat love tothe Lord Ieſus is ſo ne- 
ceſſarily r2quired, that he is wor- 


| BRA thy tobe accurſed that hath it not. 
=): Then hence you are to confider 
Ae your condition, and to examine 


may be athing you never confidercd of, or atleaſt 
you never knew the danper of it. Therefore now 
ſee what your caſe is, The beſt ſervice wee can 
doe to you, isro ſhew you your eſtares, if yebce 
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your ſelfe. it may be this is thy condition, and it | 


E 2 right | 


Point, 


Vſe 2+ 
Try whether, 
what youdo 15. 
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right, to comfort you andif ye be nor right, is 
ic not beſt for ye toknow, while it may be amen- 
ded ? Thou that liveſt .in the: Church, and hat 
gone firre, examine.thy felfe in this, Haſt thou 


in good courſe : thou keepeſt the Lords day, and 
liveſt like a Chriftian, rhou doeft many things 
indeed. By. let mee aske thee this queſtion, 
Doe you all out of love ? for without loye all is 
naught. It a man ſhould bee a Martyr, ( whichis 
the higheſt ation;).yet wichout this love, it were 
ro no purpoſe, 1 Corinthians 13, Putthe caſea 
man ſhould doe many tnings for thee, yet it hce 
doe it not out of loveto thee, you cannot regard 
It : Nether circumciſion, mor uncircumctfion availes 
any thing, but faith which workes by love, Galaihi- 
ans 5. Icis all one,whether you pray or not;hcare 
or not; live well or not, if it bee not our of love, 
W hat was ſaid of circumcifion or -unci:cumciſi- 
on, may bee ſaid of anyduty ; ail tht. you have 
done, isas nothing, if it bee nor out of love: ry 
your ſelves by this, for I know not in all th. 
frames of Theology, ſuch a rouchſtone of Hy- 
pocriſie,as this, This moſt unmaskes a man of 
any thing. As ir was with the Apoſtle, The Lay 
revived, and hedied, Romans 7, So, it m:y bc, 
you haverhoughr your ſelfe a living man; ſcerh cn 
if you love, deccive not your fſelfe any lon- 
— 

Thi: is a Do@rine of much momerr , if GOD 
would conveighit with Majeſtic, by the pow.! 
of his Spirit, it would amaze and ſtartlethe =_ 
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done all out of Love ? Thou baſt kept thy ſelfe 


> —— 


of Dav.d, tor all his friling, Bur doe what you 


of the Divine Loveof Chriſt. | | 


reſt Romacke ta heare, Curſed 75 he, that loves not 
the Lord. If, you lovethe Lord, hee will beare 
much with you : ſce what a teftimony hee gives 


will for b1m, without love, and hee will regard 
icrbutas a Compl: ment. As menccunt that a 
Complcincnt rot to beregarded, with which the 
heart go's nor, o do:Þ God: looke tÞerctore, that 
you 'ovethe Lord Icfus, foritis athing of great 
cunfequence, the curl. follows you,it you doe it 
not. 

You are now therefore to examine you: ſelfe, 
Whether you love or nv s And to helpe you in 
it, I will lay downe ſome markes of this love ; bu: 
fit ſce downe- with your ſiIfe this concluſion, 
if I love not the Lord Jeſus, I aman accurſed 
man. 

Doe you feelethis love in you ? have you a 
ſenſe of it * Ammon was ficke of love, fothat 
his friends could ſee hin weare away: {o the 
Spouſe, I am ſicke of love, Canticles 2, And 
doſt rhou love the Lord, and canſt not tecle it ? 
Doſt chou teelethy heart wo: king towards God? 
This loveis a thing chat 5ne would: thinke necds 


| would havea longing defire after him : there wi'l 


no markes, you cannot bur ſec it. Iris nored 11 
Love, ſo, that if you did lovethe Lord, you 


be joy inthe fruition of him,anger againſt all im- 
p-diments to it, griefe when he withdrawes hi 11-| 
ſelfe, hope when chere it-any probability of en- 
joying him, fcareto loie him. Now dvenotde 
caive thy {cite chou. loveſt the Lord, thou wil 
2 ſay, 


Nores of triall 
of this love of 
the Lord 
Chriſt, 
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ſay, bur is this love to his perſon, ortohis king. 
dome, his goods ? When thou preſenccit Telus 
Chriſt alone to thy ſelte, canſt thou then loye 
him ? The Virgins love him, the Harlots love him, 
And there isa great deale of harlotry love in the 
world,tothe Lord Iefus. It was one thing to love 
Alexander, another to love the King. Ir is true, 
Chriſt is a great King , thatcan doemuch go0d 
or evill in the world, and {o many may love him, 
But canſt thouanſwere this queſtion, Loveſt thou 
me ? with Peter, Lord thou knoweſt that I love thee, 
lohn 20. Thou that knoweft my heart, and the 
ſecret turnings of it, canſt beare me witneſle that 
I love thee. | 

Doeſtthon love his company ?. Love is ſeenc 
in nothing more than this. Doeſt thou love his 


FT 


| preſence, ro walke with God ? Doeſt thou ob- 


ſcrve all his dealings to thee from morning to 
night, refer a!l til] unto him? Art thou ſtill in 


| dealings with him 2 Still thou haſt ſomething ro 


doe with him; there is not an houre that paſſes 
thec, wherein thou haſt not recourſeunto him : 
when Chriſt takes a man unto himſelte, hee comes 
and ſups with him, Apocalyple yz. Haſt thou 
then this communion with Chriſt ? Doth hee 
{up with thee, dwell with thee * Now, commu- 
nion ſtands in ſpeaking to another, and in hearing 
him ſpeike tous. When you pray, then pray 
you formally, as one that is glad v hen the duty ts 
over ? ohit you loved the Lord, you would ne- 
ver be better, than when you arcat prayer. And 
you would goe to prayer, as you would goe to 


ſpeake 


—____ 


| 


of the Divine Loxeof Chriſt. © 


ſpcake with your deareſt friend. So do you hun- 
ger after the Word, which is the character of 
Chriſt his Will, his Love-letter ? Pur the caſe 
a Woman ſhould have her Husband ac the Eaſt- 
Indies, how welcome would a letterbee to her 
from him 3 Therefore Moſes that loved God, de- 
ſired to ſee his glory, Exodus 33, toknow him bet- 
ter, to grow more acquainted with him, Now, 
| that the Word doth to thee , it ſhewes to thee 
that glory which Moſes ſaw. 

It you love the Lord, Holy.daies and Sacra- 
ment-daics would bee as Fcaſt-daics, and Wed- 
ding-daies, for then you meete with God more 
neerely, Doe you then pur off your comming to 
the Sacrament, and would you not come neere ir 
for the ſpeech of ſome, ard yer will you ſay that 
you- love the Lord £ where love is, there is de- 
light, A mand-lights in his fellowſhip, whom 
hee loves, whom ye have nor ſecne, yer ye love 
him , yea, w! om, though ye (ee Þim nor, yet yee 
belecve. avd joy with joy unſpeakable andglori. 
ous, Doeyou thendelight in his preſence ? for 


delight will be in the injoying of that wee love , | 


joy tollowes love. 
Todclightin amans company, is that marke 


| 


of love which cannot be diſſembled. Doſtrhou} - 


then love the appearing of the Lord Teſus ? 2 Thel- 
ſalonians 3. It one ſhould bring you newes that 


you muſt goe tothe Lord, or he would come to 
you to morrow, would this be acceptable newes 
to you 2 Doth he bring good tidings * If a Spoul« 


ſhould have her betrothed husband Bn 
cas, 


Rey. 13. 
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Seas, and ſhould heare of his returne;if ſhe ſhould 
ſay, that it were the worlt newcs that could come 
to her, would you thinke that ſhe lov'd him ? No, 
there could not comea more welcome Meſlenger 
to thee than ſuch a one, if -thou didft love the 
Lord. Bleſſed are the dead that dye inthe Lord ( for 
ſo ſaith the Spirit ) from henceforth they reſt from 
their labours. So \auh the Spurit, not fo faith the 
Fleſh. So much the more ſpirit a man hath, fo 
much the more he will lay, it1s bleſſed, and the 
more heewill pray ſfubmictingly for it, quickly, 
Indeed a godly man, when the flcſtris predomi- 
nant, and the ſpiritunder hatches, thcn he may be 
deſirous to be {pared a while ; oh ſpare mea little, 
as the Spouſe may ſometimes wiſhher Husband, | 
deferring his comming, when ſh< is not fitto re- 
ccive him ; the houſe 15 not ready, not cleane c- 
nough. | | 
eA Crowne of Righteouſneſſe, laith the Apoſtle, 
is laid up for all them that love the appearing of the 
Lord Ieſus. 1 Tunothy 4 $8. And the ſecond time 
ſhall Chriſt appeare to ſalvation, to all them that look 
for him, Hebrews 9. An thou then one that lookes 
for Chriſt, that deſires nothing but union with | 
him, hce will come to thee to thy ſalvation, If 
men looke nat for kim, will hee come to rhem to 
falvation 2 It may.be in ſome diſcale, whnthou 
canſt take no plcaſurc in rhe world, you wiſh thar 
you were with Chriſt. Nature may havea great 
hand inthis, 
But in. thy youth, inthe midſt pf all —_ 
contents, when thou art in thy. pleaſant Orchar , 
with 
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with thy Wife and Children abourthee, having 
; what thy heart can wiſh, canſt thou ſay tken, Now 
would I moſt willingly leave all theſe to goe to 
| Chriſt ? when you preter his company above all 
[rchings , count that delight the beſt, that comes 
from communion with him ; then thou levcſt 
the Lord Teſus. 

| Loveis cxcceding bountifull, apt todoe much 
| for the Lord, and ro ſutter any thing glidly. The 
Apoſtle, inthe firſt Epiſtle tothe Corinthians, 
Chapter 13. ſe:s downe many excellent proper- 
ties of Love; ſhe that loved Chrift, hada box of 
Oyntmenr z it may bee it wasthe bcſtthing ſhee 
had, it may bec it was all ſhe had, yet ſhe beſtows 
iton.Chriſt, So Abraham, when God would 
have his Sonne, hee go's willingly abour it; not 
formally, notout of neccſſity, but he roſe up car. 
ly rodoeit, It may bee there will come atime 
when God ſhall necd thy Wealth ; it may be, thy 
Credit, 

Now, you can deny him nothing, if you love 
him. So, Dalilah would not bee perfwaded that 
Sampſon loved her, ſo long as hee kept backe any 
thing from ber. 1f there bee any thing ſo neerc 
unto thee as thy life, and it bee told thee that rhe 
Lord hath need of it, h« ſhall have it. Thou wilt 
ſay, It wasawiſe ationof David, to poure out 
that water as an offering to the Lord, which he fo 
longed for, and obtained with the hazard of the 
lives of three of bis Worchies. As when a man 
hath a good bir, he will ſend it to his friend : ſoin 


another place, he would not offer to the Lord of that 
F which 
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which ſhould coſt him nothing, 2 Samuel 24, But 
what can I beltow upon the Lord, thu wil- ſay 7 | 
If thou art a Preicher, preach the Goſpe! fq: | 
Chriſt ; ſo, every man in his calling, let hin Co. | 
ſomewhar for the Lord, and if he (h:l] cf»: by | 
fe, let it not be deare unto thee. Anil as love! 
is thus bountifull, fo ir ſeekes not its owne, 1 Co. | 
ri'-thians 13. And now, ho.v tv lil bae fourd 
hat !ove Chriſt> weemay wel' cn nplain. with 
Paul, All men ſeeke the'r owne,and none the things 
of lefſus Chriſt, Phrlemn 2, Paul Chat loved the 
Lord, how was hee «&fteted ? hee regarded : ot 
himſelte, rooke not care what ſhould become: of | 
hi 1. ſelfe, hee tooke the care of all the Churches 
upon him : Who is offended, and fo by taking of. 
fence, fals away, and | burne vot ? Artthuna Mi-| 
niſter, and loveſt the Lord leſ(us, rhou wilt not be | 
ſo carcfull for a living, and that it be a convenient 
one, but thou wouldeſt preachas Parl.though for 
nothing ; for every man might doe much for the 
Lord, if he ſought the things of the Lord; if hee 
did plod with hi-nſelfe, how to bring advantage 
to Chriſt. 

And then if this ſhould come in, if I dce this, 
ſhall hinder -my cftate, loſe my friends, ir would 
be nothing : the love of the Lord would be farre 
betrer to thee than anything, Love doth much for 
'the Lord ; Faith workes by Love, be loves much, 
that doth much. Paul. as he was abundant in love, 
ſo in labour. It you fove me, faith our Saviour, 
keepe mty Commandements, Are you willing thcn 
tO take much paines'for theLord ? Doeſt =_ 
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Po the lambes of Chriſt ? If thou art a Mini- 
 fter, or if thou art in the way tothat calling , art 
| chou diligent to fit thy ſelfe forit? And lovenot 
| onely workes, but 1t makes that the commande. 
ments are not grievous. The wife may ferve her 
1 busband, and the ſervant him, but with a different 
| affetion. The coverous man when he 1s before 
| | ſore great man thatcan impriſon him, or put him 


| to death may part with his wealth, or it with one 

, that can greatly preferre him, in lope of that, he 

; may be broug|:t to part with his money; But wil. 

lingly he will not. But you muſt finde d-light in 

"| that you doe ; when you doe a kindnefle ro one 

$, that you love, you doe but doe your ſelfea kind- 

. nefle on thar party, Ard inthis ſenſe what thanks 

- deſerve you ? you doe but ſatisfie your love, 

Cc As a mother loves her child , and doth the of. 

"| fices of kindn: fle to it with delight, though | 

"r | | ſhee ſhall never have any thing fo-it, If you 

1C had this love, you would come 'o fay, 1t is 

ce meate and drirke to doe your Fathers mwill,'y 
Us Now, you ncede not bee hired to cate and | 
drinke, | 

IS, Laſtly, love ſuffers all things, Are you wil. | » Cor. 53. 


1d | IF [ling to ſutter ay thing for the Lord > when Da- | 
Te | WF (vid dida religious att , Michol lookes upon him 
or| Il | with an other eye, as men looke now on religi- 
h,| Bf lous ations. It is ro watter, ſaith David, I 
'C,| EE | will beare it, for I did it tothe Lord, who choſe | 
ur, | IF | mce before thy fathers houſe, And it this bee 
xn |WF'iobc vic, I will bee yet more vile;' Can you 
0u| WF lendureto be pointed at, ſcoffed and mocked, for 
eed Fa the 
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the Lord ? It was a ſore triall to have lis wife | 
ſo azainſt him, yet wee fee how hee did beare it. | 
Bonds and affiitions, ſaith Paul abide mee in every | 
Citie, But none of theſe things move mce, ne. | 
ther count I my life deare unto my ſelfe, ſo I may | 
fniſh my courſe with joy. Are youable rodo: | 
thus ? ButI canno like, youwill fay, tobee pur 
to it, you doc not know, it may bee you may Joc 
your wealch, your credit, and reſpect, among 
thoſe whom you Toved, and this is ſome. 
what : yet love makes it asnothing. We ſee when 
1m:n loves a Maide, neither Father nor Friend, 
nor the ſpeech of people will move him to give | 
over, True, tl:is 18 a finfull love,but yet ſhewes | 
what the nature of love is, Nay Iwill goe fur- 
th.r, you will (uffer all with joy, Strengthened 
with all might according to his glorious power unto 
all patience and long ſuffering with joyfulneſſe. So 
whcnthe Apoſtles were whipt where the ſhame 
was more then the paine, yer they rejoyced that 
they were thought worthy to ſuffer for 
Chriſt. 

Pur all theſe together, Are ye bountifall, that 
itthe Lord ſhou'd put youto any coſt, coſt of 
purſe, labours of life, hee ſhould willingly have 
ir > Doe yectake care {or the things of Chriſt, 
p!od how ye may glorifie him ? Doe ye do much, 
and ſutf.r much forthe Lord 2 Take theſc notes 
no further then yee fee reaſon for them: And 
;now that this is that word of the Lord, if you 
love not the Lord Ieſus, you are cur 
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The next property of loveis, ic defircs no- 4 
thing ſo much as love againe, If a man bee er 
viceable to another, and not out of love, ſo he be 
officious to him, hee 1s content, Bur love wi l 
be paid in it's owne coyne, I will not have mer- 
cy without grace. A kingdome without grace, 
willnot conrent ir, + Iris very obſervant in this 
kinde, 2uis fallere poſſit amantem 2 They will | 
be very curious this way, Thiy muſt fee love in| 
cyery thing, or clſe they can take no dclighr in | 
ic, It 1s not a kingdomethat can quiet them with- | 
out the love of God. 

How ever it go: with corne , wine andovle, 
th-ir prayer is, Lord l:ft thou up the l:ght of thy . p11, , 
countenance onus, Ita mans tine were ſerved, | 
ſo he might be freed from hell, and made happy, | 
and then love hin, this man loves nor the Lord, | 
That which eAbſalom did in hypocrifie, wee are | 
to doe in truth, Sam. 14. What avails it mee | 
that 1 enjoy ( (aith he ) my lands, and that Thwein | 
Jeruſalem, ſolong as | may not ſee the Kings face ? 
So if God ſhould give you abundance of all your 
hearts can wiſh, free you from the fire of hell, | 
yet this will nor content you without you ſec his 
ſace, if you have this love. Ard thus if Gods 
peop'e humble themſelves and ſeeke his face, hee | + Chron.7.14. 
will heare in heaven, and have mercy onthem : | 
when a people are oppreſſed and in captivitie, 
they may come to the Lord and humble them- 
ſelves, bur for their owne liberty, they may ſce'-c 
their owne goOdin it, as they, Howled on thery \ Hol. 7. 14. 
beds for corne, wine, and oyle : but Gods pcople 
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ſecke his face, his favour ; examine thy ſelfe 
| then, if when his countenance is clouded, and he 
' hidcs his face, thou art impatient, thou canſt not 
| beareit, then thou mayeſt aſſure thy elle thar 
; thou loveſtthe Lord, Thus did David Pſal. 51. 
| when hce wanted the ſenſe of Gods favour, 
| how did hee complainz hee would have no deni- 
| all, and therefore never gives over intreating till he 
1S an{ wer: d. 

| Docſt thou love the Lord 2 thenthou loveſt 
the Saints. This is a true and common note, 
every one hath itin his mouth, 1 Iohn 3. 1f you 
love the Lord, you will love the brethren, Dolſt 
thou then love the Lord, and hate evill in othcr 
men ?. If you love not your brother whom you ſee 
| daily, how can yee lgve the Lord whom yee never 
ſee? God is remote from our cyes that wee can. 
not behold him. Now his image is ſtamped up- 
onthe Saints, and fois viſible to us. Wee ſce 
them daily, they converſe with us. Now, if wc 
lovenot them, we cannot love God, For, the 
love of Chriſt is that holy diſpoſition which 
| you conceive in your minde of him: Now, the 
like for kinde is in the Saints. As thoſe that doe 


| there isthe ſamediſpoſirion, the ſame minde that 
was in Chriſt Icſus for kinde. 


Take heed, thou maycſt perſecute Chriſt un- 
der the perſon of an hypoctite : what if thou ſtrike 


. *q » . . | 
the luſts of the Devill, are of his diſpoſition, | 
that is,are as it were little Devils : ſo inthe Saints, | 


But you will ſay, I would love them, it I} 
| thought they were nor hypocritcs. 


E 
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atan hypocrite in ſucmirg ? yer a true member 
of Chriit is found wounded by thee, And when 
thy heart ſhall riſe againſt rhee, ourof the ſide 
of the likeneſſe of religion, and true piety, what 
would you doc it the ſubſtance were there, 
i hee had grace in a higher meaſure # Chriſt pir- 
ches 01 this note above all others. Ir is farreea- 
fier to love a holy man then to love God» For 
he lives amongſt us, . wee have him continual- 
ly beiore our eyes. Doe not ſay then you 
love ſuch as are a {arre off, you carc not tor 
thele, 

But you will ſay I love them well enough, 
doe you ſo 2 Doe you delight then in their com- 
pany ? Are you 1 your naturall element when 
you are among then? Thzs you will doeby a 
naurall inſtin& :f you love the Lord Iclus, A- 
gaine, doe you hate finnein all ? the ſame 


you to love grace. Doe you thenhate ſinne as 
| in diflike, and diſtate in regenerate men and their 


ble ? 
But what would you have mce to hate men 
then ? no, bur hate their finnes, and Jove them 


|with th love of pittie, 


Let thy heart meltco conſider tiieir caſe, and 
defire their good, love them, bur ſo as it may 
ſtand with the love of the Lord Icfus. Looke 
then to your ſelves, and examine your ſclyes by 
theſe markes , ſce that you have this love ; it 


yee haye it not, youare among the number ” 
theſe 


ſocietic, bec it never fo pleaſant, ſo profita- 


Sol, 


ground will cauſe you to hate finne, which moves 


Sol. 
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theſe men which are to bee accurſed unto 


death. | 
| ButTIhopelI deſerve not fo bad, my nature I 
| hope is not ſovile, as notto love the Lord Ie.! 
lus. | 

Nay, thou harteſt him, doc you not wiſh that| 
there were no ſuch Lord to come to judgement, | 
that thou mightecſt live as thou pleaſcſt ? Coul-! 
dcſt thou nor wiſh that thou muy hrelt ever here! 
enjoy theſe plea'urcs, and never come at him? 
| Now to wiſh that one were not, whar is it but o 

bate him > 21cm metuunt oderunt : Wee ſay men! 
hate him whom they itand in feare of, Doe you! 
then feare and quake at his comming 2 ſurely} 
then you are haters of God, 

Burt I hope we are not haters of God. Why, 
this is not {» IraLge, The Apoltle tcls us thar 
there were ſuchas loved their pleaſures more then 
God, 2 Tim. 3. yea, and har there were haters of 
Godalſo. Rom. 1.30, And inthe ſecond com- 
mandement Gud threatens ſuch as hate him, Exo, 
20, and thou maicſt bee one of them, Forif 
you cannot endure his Company, it your heart 
riſe againſt his image, itis plainc you area hater of 
God. 

What : you would make me our of love with 
my ſelfe. What doe you preach damnation to 
me 2 it m1y beallth-ſc ignesare not in me; Am 
I then fo accurſed ? 

Yes: wedoe preach damnation toa'l that are 
in ſuch acaſe, and wee areto threaten the curlc. | 
And thus the Lord eſtcemes of thee, and it were | 

good 
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good that you thought ſo of your ſelves in rime, 
Itis the Miniſters dutic to ſeperate the precious 
from the vile, to diſtinguiſh betweenzmeng To 
ſhew you truely what your conditions are. 
Therefore apply this Text unto your ſelves, eve- 


t| ry one, If 1 love not the Lord Icſus, Iam an 
bu accurſed man, yea to bee had in execration to the 
[-| death, which might make you ioath your ſelves, 
e in duſt and aſhes. It might make finnealive in 
? you, and bring you to love this Feſws, 
O : 
n 
u! 
y 

Ss endeth the ſecond Sermon, 
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Matt, 22. 37, 38» 
This isthe firſt, and great Commandement : thon ſhalt Love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart. 


Plal. 31. 26. 
Love the Lord 0 all ye his Saints. 
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Sermon III. 


1 Cor. 16. 22. 
If any man love not the Lord leſus Chriff, let him 
be had inexecration, yea let him be acqurſed uwto 
the death. 


K= Ow becau'c this love is ſo! 
G5 needfull, we will adde more 
ic "rel 7 fignes for the triall of your | 
UIS N £733 f{clves. For we cannot bebet- | 
SANE ear c therefore is 
MCAS Þ ixt fig"e therefore is 
[SS SED this, hec rd loyes, will tug, 
apt to praiſe and ſpeake well of thatheloves, and 
he will exceed in it : yea, he is very glad when he 


hearcs others ſpeake wellof it. Soif wedidlove 
| G3 the 
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eA - heavenly Treatiſe 

the Lord, we ſhould be aptto fpeake will of him, 
wewould be much in the {pecch ot bim. When 
the heartis fullof this love of Go! in Chriſt, out 
of that aboundance in thy heart, thy mouth will ſpeak, 
But thou ſpeakeſt but lirtle of God, and rhart lit- 
tleis brought in by company,thou art cold in thy 
praifing of him : why thou dueſt r.ot love him,ſce 
in David,a man that loved the Lord, How much 
was hcein the praiſing of him ? Nay , he-could 
nor bee content to doe this alone, but heemuſt 
have all creatures to praiſe him and to ſpeake good of 
his Name : Evcnas a {crvant that commends his 
Maſter, invites others to {ſerve him. Thiz love 
enlarges the heart and opens themouth, 0 Corimbi- 
ans , our bearts are enlarged towards you , andour 
mouthes are opened, 2 Corinthians 6, 11. This is 
an argument that our hearts are enlarged, that we 
abound in love, when our mouthes are 0- 
pened. So that thy hcart is ſtraightened to. 
wards God, if thy mouth bee not open to his 
praiſes, 

But I cannot ſpeake as other men, I am no 
ſcholler, if I had elocutiongitts, learning, I could 
thus ſpeake. 

This is no excuſh, iris the nature of loveto 


| make meneloquent, the paſſions make eloquent. 
| As we ſay, Pets facit elojuentes, & magna par; 
| eloquentiz conſtra animo, Are you .hen apt to 
ſpeake well of God £ But this, you will ſay, is 
| but a ſmall matter, who doth nor ? Oh yes, wee 
are wanting in that manner of ſpeaking of him 
which love requires. We doe notſpeakeo: _ 
| - - With 
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Oh how youwould be glad of ſuch a day, fo free 


| of the Divine Love of Chriſt. 


withthat affeRion, that ſenſiblenefſe, that may 
enflame others to love him, Sce the Spouſein 
the Canticles : Oh faith ſhe, My love is fairer they 
tenthouſands, And thus willthe ſoule that loves 
God doe, Itwilltelof bis mercies abroad, It 


will ſpeake good of his Name. And that not as a 
duty onely, but as a thing in which it takes eſpeci- | 
all delight : Love followes the judgement, you | 
cannot lovethe Lord, but you will thinke well of | 
him,See then what thy ſpeeches are concerning | 
him : ſee if #hy heart doe nimbly indite, and thy 
tongue bee as the penne of 4 readie Scribe Plalme 


Confider whether you endeavour todoe any 
thing for Chriſt without «xpoſtulating, and in- 
denting with him, Whether you. are ready to 
doe all things freely to him, without conſulting 
with another about it. Amicitia nontſt revocan- 
da ad calculss, A friend muſt not bee ſtrit in 
taking his account, for then hee plaies but the 
Huckſter,he doth but buy and fell. When thou 
arttrying and expoſtulating then whether ſuch a 
dury be neceſſary or no, whether another will not 
ſ:rve the turne ; this is a ſigne thou aoſt want love. 


A Miifter that hath this love, when he 1s to take 
a Living, will not ſo much enquire what reward | 
he ſhall have, 2s what ſervice be may doeto God | 
init, If you did love the Lord you would rot | 
ſtand, ſaying , is it neceſſary to kerpe the Lords, 
day ſo fridilys You would bee ready to doe 
what eyer hath but a ſhadow of pleafting him. 


from 
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from other baſineſie whereiri you mighr ſequeſter 
your ſelves from the world, to attend upon Gag, 


wouldeſt not aske, .canit not bc amiztes without 
finne F This queſtzonthg will not ſt:nd with this 
love : fot rhe perſon thou le: yeſt is the Lord, and 
thon muſt not beas a mercenary ſervant, A wife 
will bee deviling things to pleaſe: her husband, 
So, what ſhall I render to the Lord ( (irith David, ) 
So Paul was abundant in labours and ſuffermgs, It 
| Paul would have done nothing bur out of neceſſi- 
ty. he had never donehalfe fo much, {fy tben, 1 
will even goedoe my duty, performe my taske, 
If | muſtpray in my family, then I will; If T muſt 
keepe the Lords d5y, I will makea ſhift to weare 
out the day ; This I ſay argues a heart void of 
this love, We muſt know that Chriſt hath di. 
ed to purchaſe to himſelfe a people Jealous of good 
workes : ſuch as doe good workes with defireor 
dearedelight; that would faine doe a greatdeak 
more:then/ they doe, © Would youthen doeno 
more then juſt will bring you to heaven as you 
thinke ? Do you ſer limits to your performances? 
you have not this love, Why ? you pray that 
vou my ſerve Chriſt on earth as the Angels doe in 
heath, and yet will you fay ſuch a- man gocs 
faſter, it ts no mater, this pace will bring meeto 
heaven,and ſo-never mendit ? This isafign of no 
loveto the Lord Iefus, - | 
Ifyondid love the-Lord, ye ſhotld find anho- 


ly affe&tion of anger and zealerifing againſt ſuch] 
| asoffend him. -- Anger waits on love, Loveii| 
an 
| | 
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off Heavenly Treatiſe, | 


| and to injoy him ? .So for a famuly prayer, : thoy| 


} 
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of theDrvine Loveof Chriſt. 
an aftecion that makes forwards tothe thing be” 
loved : and if any thing ſtand inthe way, Anger 
removes it haftily. | 
If thy heart then beenot ſtirred when God is 
diſhonoured, his Church ſpoiled, and Religion 
goes downward, thou loveſt him not,can youcn- 
dure to heare your ſelfe ſcandalized? No, and 
why? becauſe you love your ſelfe, To ſec then 
the bloud of the Lord Teſus trampled on, negle- 
Red ſo, as no man ſhould rzgardit, to ſce the 
Saints in adverfity, and not to bee affected, ar- 
gu2s that your heart is voidof this love of the 
Lord leſus. 


Eli when he heard the newes of 1/7aels flight, 
his fonnes death, it muſt needs gricve him, bur atl 
this while, his heart was compoſed : But the 
worſt newes ( as uſually irdoth) comes laſt. The: 
Arke of God was taken : Then his heart was a- 
mazed, hee could no longer ſubſiſt, but hee falls 
downe backward and breakes his necke. But it 
may be ye doe not hope to atraine to the graceof 
El: . why, looke then on his daughrer in law, one 
of the weaker ſex; All that ill newes moyed her 
pot ſo much, Oh the Arke of God was taken, 
that was it which ſhee pi:ched upon, her ſonne 
:hat was borne could not alay thisgriefe, 

But the Arke is not taken (you will fay ) 
there is notthe like cauſe now with us. 

No ? are not many Churches deſolate ? when 
you ſce ſo many Churches ranſacked beyond'the 
Sers, doe you not ſee the Arke of Godtakenina 


great meaſure ? when you ſee Popery incieafing, 
H and 
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andthe Saints wallowing 1n their bloud ? It you 
' take not this to heart, 1t is bccaule the love of 
| Chriſt is not 10 you, | 

It Chriſt loſca man, if any be offended, and fall 
away, 1 burne,ſaith the Apoſtle. When the King, | 
ley. 36. rooke that booke and burnt ir, it is noted 
of thoſe that flood by, that they did rend their 
(loathes, God takes itasa great ſtgne of a pro. 
phane heart, when one ſhall :ot take ſuch diſho- 
nours of his to heart, when hee rends not his 
cloathes at the ſight of ſuch a thing. Paulwhen 
he ſaw the idolatry that abounded in Athens, was 
enflamed in his ſpirit, 

See whita commendation God gave to Phine. 
as for nis zeale againſt Zimri and Co5bi, he would 
have it renembred as a ſpeciall note of his love 
ro him, which he would nor let goe unrewarded, 
If thou doſt notthen pray forthe Churches wel- 
fare, If thou art not afteRed with the loſle and 
di{advantages of rhe Church, as with thy owne, 
thou wanteſt this love, 

A ninth figne is not to dare to doe any thin 
that diſpleafeth him. If youdoe a thing amiſf: 
that would be diſpleaſing, you had rather that all 
the world ſhould ſce you, then him whom you 
love. Now you know God alwaies beho!d 
you : you ſhould therefore bee alwaies alike carc- 
full, They ſhall feare the Lord and his goodneſſe, 
Hoſea 4: The Lord for his goodneſle, they ſhall 
feare to loſe him. Above all confider when you 
have off. nded him, how you take that to heart, 
W hen you know there isa breach betweene pu | 

an 
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= —— 


| of theDivine Love of (rift. 
andthe Lord, and you can becontent, and reſt in 
it, this is a ſhrewd {igne of no love, When man. 
anc wife ſhall fall out, and grieve not for it, but Ict | 
ic paſſe, not ſeeking robe reconciled, it is figne of 
cold love betweenerhem. 

Thinke with your felfe there is no man whom 
you profeſle to love, but you would not willing- 
ly provoke. Ard dare you ſay that you love 
the Lord, and yet yee will grieve and vexe 
him ? 

If you love the Lord, there would bee an 
hungring in you after him: there would bee ſtil] 
an hanging that way. All impediments would 
bebrokenth:ough, the heart wou!d ſtill beemo. 
ving thitherward. It would be bending thither. 
It would admit no repulſe, As the woman of 
Canaan, Math. 15. it would not bee put off, As 
the ſtone reſts not till it comes tothe center, ſo 
norhing can keepe you off from the Lord, no 
pleaſures ; away with them : nor any difficulties, 
no you cannot reſt without him. 

Say not thenwith your ſelfe, though you loye 
him not now, yet I may love him hereafter, and 
I may loye him hereaftcr, though not ſo much, 
No, love deſires preſent union, it hates all delaies. 
Conſider thus : - ava did repent out of love, your 
repentance would bee preſent, and what repen- 
rance is it which is not out of love ? 

Then hence thou art to bumble thy felfe, it 


you 
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thou art failing in this labour of love, Sce how | Tg, humble 
'|greata faulr it 15,not to love the Lord : and Jearne | our ſelves for 


: want of this 


to blame thy ſclfc _ forit, Andthat | | _ 
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you may doe this, I will ſhew - what great rea- 
{on you have tolove the Lord, 

Confider that hee is worthy to bee beloved. As 
David (aid, he is worthy to bee praiſed, {vo may wee 
well ſay, he is worthy to be beloved. And why ? 
bccaulc he hath all that is amiablc in him, If you | 
ſec any thing lovely in the creature, it is eminent. 
ly in him. Shall not he that madethe cye lee ? hee 
that madethe care heare ? ſhall not hee that gave 
theſe pertcCtions to the creatures have them in| 
himſclte more eminently ? | 

This perfe&tion of his beauty, is that which | 
cauſeth the Angels ſo much to admire and adore 
him, to bee taken up inthe admiration of his cx- 
cellencies. Obſerve that in any man whom you 
love; there is ſomething notto bee beloved : But 
C n x1 5 r is wholly deletable,thereis nothing 
in him not fully to bee beloved. See how the 
Spouſe deſcribes him in the Canticles, how ſhee 
ſers him forth in every part of him moſt ro be de. 
fired. If you could but ſee the Lord, If it did 
bur pleaſe him roſhew himſclfe unto you, as hee 
promited to ſhew himſelfe unto him that loves him, 
Tohn14, 21. Ifthe Lord; I ſay, would give you 
a gly mpſe of himſclfe ; if by the light of the Spi- 
rit you could fce him, you would acknowledge 
him worthy of your love. And this isthereaſon 
that ſome frog him, and others doe not, becauſe 
hee difcovers himſelfe to ſome andnorto others, 
As he didto Moſes, where let usfee alittle his ex- 
preſſion of himſclfe, | 

The Lord, the Loxd, Exodus 34+ this is yn_ 

as- 
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ſhould open theſe words unto you, you would ſet 
him the faireſt of renthouſand, lehovah, Iehovah. 
Of every creature ( you may ſay) ſomewl at it 
| was that it is not,and ſamewhat it is that it will not 
'be, But God 1s unchangeable Fehovah, inhim 
isnoalteration, he is not a freind today, and none 
to morrow, and ſuch a friend you would deſire 
to chuſe : as this Name ſignifies, his immutable 
being,fo his omnipotency,he is MA lmightie. Now 

whata Loadſtone of love is this ? All the power 
inmen, enableth them but to doe ſome things: 

as patience enables them to beare injurious acts; 
But the Lord hath all abilities, all ornaments, all 
cxcellencies, all iscomprehended in this Almigh- 
tie : So that well may ſuch a friend bee de- 
ſired, 

True, will the poore ſoule ſay, heis well worth 
the having. Bur hee will not match with ſuch a 
match as -* 

Oh yes, he is wonderfully pittifull and Merci. 
ou - asgreat a Prince of pitty, asof any thing 

elſe, 

Mercifull': but T have no beauty, no grace in 

me, no worth, no repentance, 

But God is exceeding gracious, Kings are ſaid 

to begracious,bccaulſe ther is ſuppoſed ſuch a dif- 


they can deſerve nothing of them : So God is gra- 
_ z hee doth not looke for any deſervings in 
knee, 

But 1 have provoked him by finning, and fin- 
H$ ning 


Casker,, the Tewell is 'within. If Gods Spirit 


ference berweene them and their SubjeRs, thar| 
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ning often : This will make him pur mee 
off. 
No, he is of great forbearance. 

But if he doe receive me, I muſt carry my ſ(clfe 
well, pray, and do-, that which I ſhall never bee 


able to doe. | 


Why no, hee is wery kinde. Looke what 2 
kinde Father, a kinde Husband, would doz to a' 
Child, or a Wife, theyare carefull co give con. 
rent: the like may you expe of the Lord. Hee! 
will winke at many infirmities, if your defires be 
ſound, | 

Though he ſay ſo, how ſhall I know that he will 
doe it ? | 

Toconfirme this, He is tre : he keepes cove | 
nant , and hath given enſamples of his mercy on 


Ob, bur ſtiff my ſinnes are many and 
great. 

Be it ſo : yet he forgives iniquities,tranſqreſ. 
ſrons, and ſinnes, originall ſinnes, ſinnes of weak- 
neſffe, and ſfinnes of wilfulneſle. 

This glory God ſhewed to Moſes, This is the 
deſcription of himſelfe, ſuch a one is Ieſus 
Chriſt, O ye daughtersof Ieruſalem, and is hee 
not worthy to be beloved ? 

When thou baſt conſidered the worth thatis 
in himſelfe, conſider that hee ſues tozhee for thy 
love. Suppoſe a Prince ſhould come and aske 
chis at thy hands, wouldeſt thou deny him ? The 
weake ſhould ſue to the ſtronger, bur here the 
Lord God comes to thee for thy love. 


This: 
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This is that, O Iſrael, which hee requires of thee, 
that thou love the Lord thy God, Deuter, 10, 16. 
When ſuch a God ſhall askethy love, ſue for it, 
(hill he be denied ? We (the Miniſters ) arebut 
Chriſts ſpokes-men to wooe for Chriſt, See who 
it is that requires this * it is thy Soveraigne Lord 
thar might have required thee to ſacrifice thy 
children, thy life, thy goods, for his honour, and 
can he not have thy love? Now, Iſrael, what 
doth the Lord thy God requireof thee, butto 
fearehim, tolove him 2 asif he ſhould ſay, the 
Lord hath done great things for you, and might 
require great things of you againe. This may 
ad, thee then, that hee requires nothing but thy 
love, 

Againeco {ider, he hath planted this love in 
thy heart : ſhall hee not have his owne then when 
hee requires ? ſhall not hee which planted the tree, 
cate of rhe fruit ? ſhall not hee which gave this 
fountaine of love taſte of the waters of it ? 
Againe, on whom would you beſtowir, if you 


[will not giye itto the Lord ? It muſtbe beſtow- 


edon ſomewhat, and it is the b<cſt rhing you have 
beſtow. It ſwaics & commands al in you. Doth 
thy wealth deſerve it ? Do me! deſerve it > Why, 
they are not to bee compared to the Lord, Can a- 
ny man doe for theethar which he doth ? beſides, 
he forgives thee thy ſinnes day by day. Thinke of 
his excellencies, 

Againe, you are engaged to love him . you are 
married to him ; you bavegivenup your names to | 
tum in your baprtiſme : ſo that now well may : 
call 
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call you an adulterous generation, if you love him 


not, Tee are witneſſes againſt your ſelves this day 
| ( faith Zoſbus) Loſhua 24. if ye lervenot the Lore, 
| Hee rakes great advantage of-their promile that 
| they had made to ſerve the Lord: yearenow wit- 
| nefſes againſt your ſclves if you doe it not, 
| 


So all that bearc me this day are witneflcs a. 
gainſt themſelves. - For intheir baptiſme they 
rooke the Lord tor their God, Is hee not your 
Mafter ? where then is your feare £ is henot your 
Fathe: ? where then is your reverence 2 is he not 
your Friend, where then is your love? 

Againe, he hath bought us, yca, he hath over. 
bought us. If you ſhould ſeea flocke of ſheepe, 
and heare that ſucha man hath paid ſuch a price 
for them, farre beyond their worth, you will bee 
ready to ſay, let him have them, he is well worthy 
of them. And ſhall Chriſt be denied that which 
hehath ſo dearely bought ? he hath bought you 
from thc world, fromthe power otthe deyill, yea, 
and from your ſclves, ſo that they arenot toſe 
us on worke, Wee are not our ewne, 1 Corinthians 
6. wce are therefore to doe a mothers bulineſle, 
and that is Chriſts, who requireth love. 

Beſid:'sall theſe generals, thinke of the pant. 
culars, which worke moſt upon us. See all his 
paſſages to you, how kinde he hata beene toward 
you. See how he hath dealt with you from your 
youth hitherto, Conſider all his kindnefſes be. 
ſtowed vpon thee : ſee alſo what hee hath done 
in forgiving thee. Thou haſt ſinned often, and 
greatly, and yer ſtillhe hath forgiven thee, and; 


this! 
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of the Divine love of Chriſt. 
this 1s a great matter.” Shee loved much, becauſe 
day much was forgiven ber, Luke 7, 'Hee feeds thee, 


rc, cloathes thee, thou haſt not a nights reſt bur hee 
hat gives it thee, he it is chat keeps thee from all dan- 
FR gers : that carcth for thee when rhou canſt not 

take care for thy ſelte, The creature cannor he!pe 
Sa. thee, withourltee command'it ro he!pe thee, hee 
hey hath ſtc od clofe to thee inall exigents. Aud this 
'Our moſt'of all affes us: i ſomergrear danger when 
Our all forſuke 'us, wee 'cannor but loye him wot 


Not dearely char then ſticks e'oſ%emogs.” © Thus hath 
the Loid done uno tiice; with this Nathay recs 


vcr- David, and uggravarcs hisfinne; The Lord hath 
-PC, done thus and thusunto thee, and:f #bat had not been 
oh enough would have done more: 2 Sam: 128; Take 
bee up the ſame praGti e with your ſoule ; the Lo-d 
ny |hathdone thus and thus for mee, and ſhall I nor 
bich love him ? wculd weenot hate that man thar 
you ſhou!d ror love and reſpe& him from whom hee 
yea, hath his who'e maintenance ? 

olet Laſt'y, conſider that hee loves thee... Now as 
Vans fire begets fire; fo ler love beger love. The Son 


iſle of God hath loved thee and given himſelfe for thee, 
| Galitia!'s 2, Conſider Chriſt hath loved thee, 
"ant \ | and hath given» good experiment of his love, to 
hs | w ir, himſeltc for thee. And if he h'd given thee | 
ward himſelfe who'c, it bad beene a gift incſtimable: | 
you's | But he hath given thee himſelte broken. crucified! 
5 be" |: thee, who hatt beene a rc beIlagainſt him. Sce | 
done | lis love. he lookes on ' hee when thou think: ſt ro! 
, and | ©: him, hc to-k- care for thee when thou towokeſt 
, = [none tor thy [elf- ; Nay, then thought it hee nor 
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roomuch to dye for thy go :d. - Oh the heizht, 
the length, the breadth, the depth of the love of 
Chrift which paſſes knowl-dge'! you caa never 
know this love of the Lord, it aſtoniſhed Paul. 

All this may ſtirre you up to fearethe Lord, 
This ſhewes you what reaſon you have to doe 
it ;, Andit maybe an intentive ts you, or at the 
leaft may cauſe thee greatly ro condemne thy ſelf 
fornotloving him. Let theſc at leaſt make you 
thinke well of the Lord, and ill of thy ſelfe, that 
youcannot love. Ir will goe heard if hee be re- 
fuſed : his wrath will be kindled, Pal. 2. after that 
hee hath ſucd to thee, and thou rejeReſt him, hee 
will got put it up, but will make his wrath knowne 
on thee, which G ©. v forbid, 


So endeth the third Sermon. 
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This isthe firſt, and great Commandement : thou ſhalt Love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
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Love the Lord O all ye his Saints. 
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A 
HEAVENLY TREATISE 
OF THE DIVINELOVE 
OF Cuxr1sr. 


Sermon 1111, 


1:Cor. 16. 22. | 


If any tan love not the Lord Teſus Chriſt, let him 
be had in execration,yealet him be accurſed unto 


the death. 


2, F itbe of ſomuch moment to 
WI lovethe L o x d, that rhey 
accurſed rhat love him 
F not, let mee exhort you then 
(I to docit. The motive in'the- 
(We Text puts a neceflity upon 
« Sw theduty, bur to draw you on 
by the cords of love. See whar you ſhall get by it. 
Itmightbe a ſtrong argument, you ſhall periſh it 
you doe it not : Bur let us ſee tbe advantages that 
willcome to us by it. . 
3 


4. Fe. 
To exhort us 
to loye the 


Lord, 


"INS 
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I will make you to keepe Gods commande. 
ments with caſe anddelight : and this is no ſmall 
benefit, This love makes you goe about the 
worke, as the Ship with wind and faile, The jour- 
ney muſt bee gone : now they that have not love, 
muſt rowe and takeagreat deale more paines, This 
is the love of God,that you keep his commandements, 
eAnd his commandements are not grievous, 1 lohn 
3- This makes us keepe the conmandements, 
oye may feare,you will ſay, Oh,but love makes 
chem eafte. It will be very hard todo them with- 
out love. How hard a taske had it beene for Pay! 
to have done ſo'much as hee did , without this 
love 1 See what love makes mothers doe to chil. 
dren, This love of Chriſt conſtrained Paul : it car- 
ried him on like wings ; it compelled him to doc 
| chusand thus. And is this then nothing 2 yea, it 
ſhall make you abundant in the worke of the Lord. 
For this commands all the faculties,and it windes 
them up to their higheſt pegs : and this it will 
make you to doe out of an inward principle, 
There is agreat difference betwixt a horſe that 
runs freely, and one that is forced by the Spurre: 
Shall not this then cauſe; you to ſer a high price 
upon this love ? 
| There are ſcarſe any fo deſperate, bur they 
would ſay,they would faine kceepe G O D S com- 
mandements, were they not ſo hari, Now this 
love will make them thy delight, it will make 
them eafic and pleaſant unto thee. 

This is the lureſt teſtim>ny to yeur owne ſovle 
of all others, that you are tranſlated from death to 


Lfe. 


I of the Divine Love of ((hrift. 


life. An hypocrite cannot love the Lord, hee 
may doe the outward workes, hce may heare the 
Word, and be, diligent in his calling. : But here 
is the difterence,he doth not this out of love, This 
is that diſtingniſhing chara&ter which diſtin 
guiſhes a Chriſtian as reaſon dotha man, If 
you can finde this love of Chriſt , this, hungring 
after him, that tendring of the heart towards him, 
that your heart is to Chriſt, asthe. Iron tothe 
Load-ſtone, you muſtreſt with him. If youcan 
ſay, I have no great markes of achilde of God, 
Thave many infirmitics, but yer this I can ſay, 
I love the Lord , my life for thine, thy caſe is 
happie z heaven and carth may paſſe away , but 
thou canſt not miſſe of thy happineſſe, What 
ever you have without this, can bee no ſound te- 
ſtimony anto you of your bleſſcdneſſe ; and this 
alone may ſecure you of it. 

This love doth make you loſe nothing : where- 
3s inthe loving of other things, the more you be- 
ſtow, the lefle you have. When thou giveſt thy 
heart to God, he gives thee thy heart againe, and 
ſets iton worke for thy owne good ; Heeteacheth 
us to profit, and leadeth us by the way which we ſhould 
goe, Elay 48. 17, As Chriſt ſaid of the Sab-' 
boath, the Sabboath was made for man : ſo may I 
fay of all the commandements, when you: give 
your hearts to the Lord, he ſets themto keepe the 
commandements, but to this end, thart it may be 
well with thee. 0/4 that there were ſuch a heart in 
this people, to feare me, and to keepe all my comman- 


dements-that it might goe wellwithithem, andtheir 
chil- 


y 


——<— 
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children for ever, Dcutrenomy 5. 20. Thou hall 
thy heart againe, when thou giveſt it to God. 
But here is thedifference , before, thou wert but 
an unjuſt profeſſor of it, now the Lord hath made 
thee Steward of it : for he hath. given you leave 
to love your wives, children, ard your-lawfull re. 
creations, oncly. now you love them at his ap- 
pointment, as he will, whereas before you did it 
as you liſted, Nay, the Lord doth nor onely 
give you your heart agiine, bur returnes it better 
than it was, new pointed. As the carth receives in 
the puddle water, which it :ends forth cleare and 
pure. All the ſtreames of tiry love runne as freſh 
torthy good as ever th-y did, and more. That 
onely which was a:nifl- in them, 45 taken away, 
Let not this feede thy underſtanding onely , but 
finde it good inthy prattiſe. 

By this you ſhall have much comfore and joy, 
and this is that which all men deſire, What is that 
which keepes you from loving the Lord e Oh. 
you havea conceit,that then you muſt tofe your 
pleaſures, and your delights, N9, it is the moOli 
comfortable action inthe world, to lovethe Lord: 
delights follows ation, as the flame the fire. Now 
the beſt ation hath the greateſbdelighe, The 
Philoſopher could ſay, Happinefle was to love 
the moſt amiable obje&t , E/# amare optimum 4- 
mabile , to love the beſt amiable knowne, is thc 
beſt att. Whomnot ſeeing, yet you love, joyingmith 
joy unſpeakeable and glorious, 1 Petcr 1. Itis a plea- 
fant thing ro love acreature like thy: ſelfe, thy 


children, thy friend, Burt the creature is.not 
tect, 


a 


© of the Divneloveof Chr 


{, and it may be it loves not thee againe. But 
Chriſt is perfect, and loves thee, thoucanſt not 
loſeany love by loving of him, Oh what a plea- 
ſant thing it 15 to love the Lord, to livewrh him, 

to ſupanddire with him, tobe able to ſay, 7 am 

my welbeloveds,and my welbeloved is mine ! When 

you ſhall conſider the world hates you, whar a 

comfort will it be, to know that the Lord loves 

you ! that when the world uſes you ill, you may 

flye unto Chriſt his boſome,and lay open all your 

gricvances to him, To love, and to be beloyed, | 
are the moſt pleaſant aftions. Now to love the | 
Lord Jeſus, is ſo much the more pleaſant, than 

the loving of other things, as he is a more cxcel- | 
lent objec than other things. Beſides, is not e- | 
very thing beſt in its owne place, conformed to. 
i's owne rule, carried to its owne end ? Take it in| 
thy body, when all the parts of ir are ſtrair, all the ' 
faculties and humours in aright temper, ſerving 
to their proper ends, then there is delight and 
'comfort : ſo, Love, when it is ſetled upon its owne 
| obje, ſers all rhings ſtraight, whence wonder- 
[full joy cannor but follow ; Amer rettus omnia 
|rects habet, as the Schoolman well obſerves. 

| Confider this, the love of the Lord makes you | 5 
[a better man, gives you a greater excellency, 
which is a thing which all men defire. Looke 
on the excellencie of the creatures, it: proccedes 
from their formes ; as the excellencie of a Pearle 
above other ſtones comes from its forme : for we 
know that the matter ofall theſe things is com- 
mon. Now the objeRrtothe faculty, hath the 
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children for ever, Deutrenomy 5. 20. Thou high 
thy heart againe, when thou giveſt it to God. 
But here is thedifference , before, thou wert but 
an upjuſt »+-fefſar of it. now the Lord hath made 
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Philoſopher could lay, nappurn--- .. 


themoſt amiable object , E/# amare optimum 4- 
| mabile , to love the beſt amtable knowne, {1s 1Þc 
beſt act. Whomnot ſeeing, yet you love, joyingmith 
joy unſpeakeable and glorious, 1 Petcr 1. Itis a plex 
fant thing to love acreature like thy: ſelfe, thy[MF } 
children, thy friend, But. the creature is.not per- 


teR, 
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{&, and it may be it loves not thee againe. But 
| Chriſt is perfe, and loves thee, thoucanſt not | 
loſe any love by loving of him, Oh what a plea- 
ſant thing it is to love the Lord, to livewrh him, 
ea fan and dire with him. tobe able ro ſay, Iam 
! When 
what a 
rd loyes 
you may 
[all your 
'eloved, | 
love the | 
1, than 
re cxoel- | 
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ellency, 
| WINCH IS @ Ulliy Wan mis anenrs mnens >, Looke 
on the excellencie of rhe creatures, it: proceedes 
from their formes ; as the excellencie of a Pearle 
above other ſtones comes from its forme : for we 
know that the matter ofall theſe things is com- 
mon, Now the objeR tothe faculty, hath the 
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children for ever, Deutrenomy 5. 20. Thou haſt 
thy heart againe, when thou giveſt it to God, 
But here is thedifference , before, thou wert but 
an unjuſt profeſſor of it, now the Lord hath made 
thee Steward of it : for he hath. given you leave 
to love your wives, children, ard your-lawfull re. 
creations, onely. now you love them at his ap- 
pointment, as he will, whereas before you did it 
as you liſted. Nay, the Lord doth not onely 
give you your heart agi1ne, but returnes it better 
than it was, new pointed. As ihe carth receives in 
the puddle water, which it ;ends furth cleare and 
pure. All the ſtreames of tiry love runne as freſh 
torthy good as ever thy did, and more. That 
onely which was ainifl- in them, is taken away, 
Let not this feede thy underſtanding onely , but 
finde it good inthy practiſe. 

By this you ſhall have much comfore and joy, 
and this is that which all men defire, What is that 
which kcepes you from loving the Lord e Ob. 
you havea conceit,that then you muſt fofe your 
pleaſures, and your delights, NÞ9, it 1s the mOli 
confortable action inthe world, to lovethe Lord: 
delights follows aQtion,as the flame the fire. Now 
the beſt ation hath the greateſtdelight, The 
Philoſopher could ſay, Happinefle was to love 
themoſt amiable object , Eſ# amare optimum. 4- 
| mabile , to love the beſt amiable knowne, /is1Þc 
beſt att. Whomnot ſeeing, yet you love, joying mith 
joy unſpeakeable and glorious, 1 Petcr 1. Itis a plea- 
fant thing to love acreature like thy: ſelfe, thy 


children, thy friend, But-the creature 1s.not py 
tec, 
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| of the Divinelove of Chrift, 
fe, and it may be it loves not thee againe. But 
Chriſt is perfe, and loves thee, thoucanſt not 
lofeany love by loving of him, Oh what a plea- 
{ant thing it 15 to love the Lord, to livewh him, 
to ſupand dire with him, tobe ablr to ſay, 7am 
my welbeloveds,and my welbeloved is mine ! When 
you ſhall conſider the world hates you, what a 
comfort will it be, to know that the Lord loves 
you ! that when the world uſes you ill, you may 
fiye unto Chriſt his boſome,and lay open all your 


are the moſt pleaſant ations. Now to love the 
Lord Jeſus, is ſo much the more pleaſant, than 


faculties and humours in aright temper, ſerving 
to their proper ends, then there is delight and 
[comfort : ſo, Love,when it is ſetled upon its owne 
| obje, ſets all things ſtraight, whence wonder- 
full joy cannot but follow ; CAmor refus omnia 
| rea habet, as the Schoolman well obſerves. 

| Confider this, the love of the Lord makes you 
|a better man, gives you a greater excellency, 
which is a thing which all men defire. Looke 
on the excellencie of rhe creatures, it: proccedes 
from their formes ; as the excellencie of a Pearle 
above other ſtones comes from its forme : for we 
know that the matter ofall theſe things is com- 
mon, Now the objeR tothe faculty, hath the 
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grievances to him, To love, and to be beloyed, | 


the loving of other things, as he is a more cxcel- | 
lent objec than other things. Beſides, is not e- 
very thing beſt in its owne place, conformed to 
i's owne rule, carried to its owne-end ? Take it in| 
thy body, when all the parts of ir are ſtrair, all the 
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{| the Lord. 


| Mat, 18, 
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| ſomewhat 


| this Mountaine, be: thou moycd, and it. ſhall be 


— RR 


property of the forme; for it gives name and 
diſtintion. Now this loye makes God and ſpi- 
rituall things, as it were the forme of the will. 
And according to this forme is the Excellencie 
of the man, Every mans better or worſe, ag his 
love is pitched ona better objet. He that loves 
a baſe thing, is baſe; and hee that loves a thing 

eter, cxccls that man; but hee that 
loves ſpirituall things, isthe moſt noble. Looke 
on the !ower facultics, when the ſenſitiveapperite 
enjoyes its proper object, then a man hath fs - 
feRtion in that kinde, Thus, when the will is 
fixed on leſus-Chriſt, its beſt objeR, then a man 
hath his full proieegon. If water be united to 
Wine, its made better ; when the body is united 
to theſoule, how glorious a creature is it ! how 
glorious a creature then will thy ſoule be, when 
by love it is united tothe Lord ! This love puts 
a greater excellencic on the ſoule, than the ſoule' 
doth onthe body, Love bringsthe ſouleto God, 
and makes him all inallto us; ſo that what wee 
cannot deſire, we may have in him : have ye not 
then cauſe to wiſhthar yee loved the Lord? Frue, 
you have ſaid enough to enflame us. . Bur how 
ſhall we doe it my brethren? if you are brought 
unfainedly to deſire ir, halfe the worke is done ; 
when the Diſc ples-prayed, Lord increaſe our faith, 
Matth. 18, Chriſt anſwers, If you have faith; but 
3s a graine of Muſtard ſeed, you may ſay unto 


moved. Bux. this is;nqt, the meangs 49 get faith, 
No, but this; eqmmends: faith. Ang zt out a | 
[4 " 
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this commendationthey could comme to prize and 
acmire it, and ſo pray earneſtly forit, God wonld 
giveit them. Letthis therefore be the firſt meanes 
to heIpe thee to the getting of this, to the Loyd 
Feſus, 


Firſt, pray heartily for it, Lord I defire to love 


thee, 1 ſee thee moſt amiable , and would faine 
love thee, This Petition is according to thy will, ; 
Lord grant it me. | 
Eow would this prevaile, how could God put 
off ſuch a requeſ; ? | 
But I have prayed, and I haye not obtained | 


it, | 
But haſt thou prayed importunately, as the | 
woman tothe unjuſt Iudge without giving over ? | 
This is a ptecious grace, and therefore God will | 
have us beſtow ſome paines in the getting of it, 
We ſhall not obtaine it eaſily, that ſo we may 
pri icthe more,and keep it the more charily. The 
grace of Chriſt, faith Paul, was abundant with mee 
in faith and leve, 1 Tim. 11.14. This 15 that which 
the Apot!& magnified ſo much, that God' Had 
given him love, Thegrace of Chriſt was abun. 
dant towards him in giving him love. | 
But how doth prayer doe this ? 
Thar little love which moved thee to pray, by | 
exerciſe, is increaſed atidis become greater. | 
| Prayer brings thee in acquaintance with God. ' 
Before acquaintance there may-be a wiſhing well | 
to another, but there cannot berhar love to ano. 
| ther which is required'infriendſhip; 
And it may be Chriſt will ſhew himfelfe unto 
K 2 thee, 
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thee, as wee ſee when hee himſelfe, Marth, 17. 


with God, as we {ce the prayers of th-blinde nan | 


| 


prayed, his garments were changed, and hee was 
trans figured. 


Bur eſpecially prayer doth this by prevailing 


prevailed with Chriſt, And doe you thinke that 
Chriſt now in Heavcn hath puc off theſe k inde 


affetions which he had on the earth ? will hee 


|notallo hcarc, if you ſhould pray rohim 2 

B1tthis you will fay is a comtnon meanes to 
obtaine all grace- 

Yes : but of this love in a ſpeciall manner: be- 
cauſe loye is the moſt peculiar gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt. Now the Holy Gholt is obtained by 
Prayer. Our hearts are f@ carnall, ſo fl:ſhly, that 
we'cannot love the Lord; and he is ſo holy, fo 
good, that we can no more love him, unleſle hee 
himſclfe kindle this flame of love in our hcarts, 
than cold water can hcat, unleſle it had another 
principle. Contend therefore and ſtrive with the 
Lord tor his Spirit which workes this love, who 
hath declared alſo unto us your love mm the Spi- 
rit, 

Secondly, deſire the Lord to ſhew you him. 
ſelfe, that Icſus Chriſt wou!d maniteſt himlelfe 
unto you. And this 1s the greateit ineancs ofall, 
toworke love. He that hath my Commandements, 
and keepeth them, is he that loveth me, and bee 
ſhallbe loved ofthe Father, and 1 will love him, and 
ſhew my ſelfe unto him, when Chriſt ſhalt ſhew 
himſclte to you, when he ſhall: open the clouds, 


and let you ſee his beauty, his glory, Oh then you 
cannot but love him, 


| 


| 


There | 


GW " 
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| 


There is a great diff. rence berwixt the Mini- | 
ſters ſhewing of you Chriſt, and his excellencies, | 
and the Holy Ghoſts. Though weecould ſpeake 
with the tongue of Angels, yet ir would be bur as | 
the dead letter to Chrilts ſhewing of himſelfe, | 
When he ſhall ſhew you your vileneſle, his excel. | 

lency, your ſinfulneflc, his holinefle, your milc- 
ſry, his mcrcies, you muſt needs love him, Pau! | 
[when he had revealed Chriſt, what hee could, to 
the Epheſians, he prayes for them,that God would 
ive them the Spirit of wiſdome and revel.tion, 
Epheſians 1, 18. As who ſhould fay, the labour | 


is all loſt, if you ſhould ſee no more than I preach. 
You love not a man till you know him your ſelfe;, 
the Lord ſhcwed himſclte ro Moſes, David, Pail, 
which made them love him ſo much. Goethere- | 
foretothe Lord, and pray'as Moſes, Lord fhew:mee| 
thy glory ; and bg ic earneſtly at his bands:''and 


that which was done extraordinarily ſhall be done | 
to thy ſouke. That was but a ſhewing of the 
Lord by a right light, which is done more or leſſe 
to every one. | worries LG 

But this is an a of:the Lord', 'what ſhall I Ob, 
doe toit-? 

Conſider what R——_ ſayes of him,.| «x27, 
what the Saints ſay- ot him,/bat moſt of all what 
he: hath beene to thee. See with whar-paticnce, 
love, and mercy,; hee hath carryed himſelte ro» 
wards thee, as when we conye;{c with.a man, our | 
of his ſeverall ations we gather his difpofition, 
and ſo frame an Idea of him in our minde, *: 


K 3 miſera- 


We mult humble our ſelves, labour to ſce our | ; 


I 


—i —— 


| 
| 
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miſerable conditions,tor that will bring love. $0. 
Paul when he confidered that hee was the worſt | 
of all, it made him love morethen them all. So 
Mary When ſhce- conceived how unfit ſhe was to 
conceive by the Holy Ghoſt, ſhe kung thar ſong; | 
When we looke on our ſelves, and fee our owne | 
ſinnes and miſerics, our love to Chriſt will bee | 
increaſed, When a man ſhall haye a. true appre-! 
henſignof bimſelt and his miſery, and can expct 
nothing but death and damnarion,an\ then Chriſt 
ſhould comeand ſay,noy But hce ſhall live: this 
wounds a-mans heatt:-with loye. Looke on your 
{ccrer ſintes, your relapſes, your miſery. by finne, | 
and then on-Chriſts comming with his mercics 


and favours, and youeannot but love him. I ſay 
looke on thy fines, weigh them with their cir- 
cunſtaiices. *. Thinkethat after ſo many adulteries 
| commirted againſt Chriſt; yet that he ſhouldſay,} 
| If yo# will come 11, yet will I receive you, this might 
(hik--rhee and melc thy heart. He thag loveth not 
thi: Lerd,: {ces not his miſery, rior that: good he, 
hath by bim, 301d 
Strengrhen thy fauh-: for the ſtronger thy 


hand tids more workethen a weake. Take a'man 
cxc<llent inall gitrs whom thou much-admireſt, 
yet.if. hee loytd notcheegthou wouldeſt nor much 


faith is, the greater will thy love be. A ſtrong | 


care for fuch'an one : fo. though thou ſceſt much 
cxcellency un Chriff, yer thou canit not love him, 
unlefle thou haſt a perſwaſion that he loves thee. 
' But how ſhalll know that he: will love me 2 hee 
| hath made it knowne tliat he is thine, and that be 

rs 


— 


of the Divine Love of Chriſt. 


is willing.to become thy familiar fricnd ; Gov» 
hath given him in marriage to thee. Tous a child 
is borne, to us aſonneis given. And Chriſt him- 
ſelfe hath ſhewne ſufficiently his love unto rhee, 
He hath ſpent his bloud'for hes yea, he continu- 
ally ſpeakes to his Father inthy behalfe, yea, hee 
ſues tothee for love, he loves thee firſt, and ſues to 


| 


thee, as the man doth to the woman; thou maiſt 
be perſwaded therefore that he loves thee, * * 

Bur ] am not fitto be a Spouſeto Chriſt, 

It is true, and he knew that well enough. Hee 
willtake thee a Blackamooxe,and afterwards will 
put beauty on thee, Ezekicl 36. 16. Stand not thou 
on thy unfitneſſe when he is thy Sutor, © - 

But it may be he ſtands thus and thus afteted 
to ſuch and ſuch perſons, and how ſhill I know 
that the Lord loves mee and is willing to take 
mee £ 

I can 'fay nothing to thee but this, and thar is 
ſufficient, thou haſt his generall promiſe made to 
all, Mark. 16. Goe preach the Goſpel to every crea- 
ture,” There is a generall mandae given to Mi- 
niſters to preach the promiſe to all , and why 
wile thou make exceptions where God hath made 
none; and enterline his promiſes ? Wee are com- 
manded to offer Chriſt toall, every one that will 
come may come and drinke of this water of life 
freely, The offer is generall, though but ſome 
imbrace it. 

Bur I want godly ſorrow for my finnes. And 
this is requiredbefore we can receive Chriſt» 


0b, 
Anſr, 


Ob, 


Anſw, 


Yer-deceive not thy ſelfe, the- marter is: not 
| whether 


Anſw. 
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| nothing required in thee, for which hee ſhall ſet 


whether thy humiliation be mare or leſſe, only 
come. The promiſe is made to all that come, 


| they ſhall be refreſhed, Indecde thou wilt not 


come till thou art ſomewhat humbled, Thou 
wile not flye to. the City of retuge till thou art 
purſuzd by the avenger of blood. Bur if thou 
come atall, God will fulfill his promiſe, Sticke 
not ſo muc' on the degree of thy humilaation. 
Take a man that hath committed; high Treaſon, 
for which he is condemned and*brought to the 
place ofexecution, ready to ſuffer, but then there 
is a pardon offered him : And take another guilty 
of the ſame faR, bur as yet not condemned, and 
bring him a pardon, he 15 evenas-joyfull as the 
other, for he ſaw his caſe was even as bad, oncly 
it was not fo farre gone, and he hath not lived (0 
long in ſorrow, So ſome mens ſinnes are groſl.r, 
and their ſorrow more violent, other ſinnes arc 
lefle; but yer fuch as they ſec them like rodamne 
them; they therefore arc humbled as truly,though 
not ſo violently. Therefore though thou haſt not 


had.ſo much ſorrow as others, nor felt thoſe rer-| 


rours of the Almighty, yer it thou haſt ſo-much 
as will bring chce ro Chriſt, and make thee ſticke 
cloſe unto him, ſoas thou wouldeſt not leave him 
for any thinz in the world; it is enough, thou 
fhalt have him. Why then ſtick you > whathin- 
ders your faith > The impediments muſt be or 
Gods par!, or on! your part - But it 1s nor on 
Gods part, for his promiſeis full, and large,moſi 
free; neither is there any on thy part, for there 1s 


hi: 


—— 


| of the Divinelove of Chrift. 
his love upon thee. There are no merits deſired 
onthy part, onely accept him, receive him, hee 
will afterwards put ſome lines upon thee, Art 
thou willing to take Chriſt for thy husband; for 
better and worſe, with a crowne of Thornes, as 
well as Glory?thenthe match is concluded,thou 
maiſtbe ſure that Chriſt will be thine, 

But I have renewed my finnes, and have fallen 
into divers relapſcs. 1 ſtill provoke him and 
fall backe, and G o Þ will not endure ſuch a 
wretch. 

Yet he forgives ſinnes of all forts, he is abun- 
dant in mercy, he 1s ſtill forgiving, and never gives 
over. There is a fountaine opened to Fudah and 
Jeruſalem for ſinne and for uncleanneſſe, Zach, 12. 
verſ.13. There is afountaine,not a ciſterne,towaſh 
in, which may be drawne dry, Onely this caveat 
muſt be put in, that we allow not our ſelves in any 
knowne finne, but that wee maintaine warre con- 
tinually againſt ſinne , and by no meanes-admit 
any peace with Amaleck, 

Another meanes is, to remove the impedi- 


neſſe, and worldly-mindedneſſe. Strangeneſſe dif- 
ſolves all friendſhip. By this meanes the intereſt 


nefſe breeds fearefulneſſe when we goeto God, 
and fearefulneſle weakeneſle of love -; whereas 


made perfet#, that we have bolaneſſe inthe day of the 
Lord Jeſus. As by negkRing fellowſhip with 
the Saints, we come toloſe our acquaintance wee 


ments of loye,which are two eſpecially, frange- 
of friendſhip may be broken off. This ſtrange- | 


boldneſſe is the nurſe of it. Herein is our love | 


| had 


L 
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Anſr, 
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had towards them : ſo the negleQing of main- 
taining our acquaintance with God, brings us 
quite at laſt ro leave him. Draw neere therefore 
to God continually, and this will increaſe your 
love to him. Be therefore oft ſpeaking to him 
and hearing him ſpeake to you, 

Be much in prayer, and often in reading and 
hearing. And' doe not theſe things cuſtomarily, 
and untowardly, but with life and afteRion : goe 
to prayer as you would goe to ſpeake with your 
moſt deare friend, whom you moſt of all delight 
totalke with, Let it be pleaſant to thee to con- 
verſe with him in all things; when thou haſt any 
injury befallen thee , goe and make thy caulc 
knowneto him ; and when any finne hath eſca- 
ped thee, whereby he may be offended, give not 
over till reconciliation be made, and thy friend. 
ſhip rewarded. Looke eſpecially to thy waycs, 
for finne alienates andreſtraines a man from God: 
therefore ſee that that bee removed as much as 
may be. 

Worldly mindednefſe alſo hinders the love of 
God, This is the uncircumciſionof the heart, 
Hence is that, the Lord thy God will circumciſe 


-thy heart, and the heart of thy ſeed, to love the Lord 


thy God, with all thy heart, that thou mayeſt live. 
And untill the heart be circumciſed, it is filled 
with the loye of the World, fo that hee cannot 
love the Lord, atleaſt, with all his heart, as hce 


| 
| 


ought. 
There is no ſuch quench.coale 10 the love of 
God, as the love of the World, Pleaſures = 
the 


CGI IEEE IE 
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the love of carnall things are very apt to ſtcale a- 
way our hearts from God before we are aware, 
If we looke not more narrowly to it, they may 
+doe it. Examine your owne hearts, and ſee if by 
how much the more you love the World, by ſo 
much the lefle you are afteted to the Lord, Theſe 
things, as eAbſalom, ſteale away our hearts from 
God, as he did the people from bis Father. If 
thou findeſt not that loye to God, which former. 
ly bath beene,ſee what hath come berweene God 

and thy heart, Looke if ſome pleaſure or luſt 
have not crept in betweecne : for theſe will ſepa. 
rate betweene God and thee, See if there be not 
inthy underſtanding conceits of things to be bee. 
ter then indeed they are: for theſe will turne the 
heart from the Lord ; butaboveall, Jooke tothy 
will and afteRions, 
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Matt. 22. 37, 38+ 


This isthe firſt, and great Commandement : thou ſhalt Love the 7 
Lord thy God with all thy heart. 


Pal. 31. 26. 
Love the Loxd © all ye his Saints. 
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OE THE DIVINE LOVE 
OF Cur1sr. 


Sermon V. 


1 Cor. 16. 22, 
If any may love not the Lord Ieſus Chriſt let him 
be had in execration, yea let him be accurſed unto 
the death. 


GOw the next thing wee have to 
doe, is to ſhew what kinde of 
lovethe Lord accepts; for hee 
» Will not take any kinde of love 


MOL that is offercd him, but onely 
Faq ſuch a love as hecalls for, as hee 
requircs. 


Thou muſt love him with all thy might, and 
with all thy ſtrength. A publike perſon may doe 
morethena private. His example may doe much, 
Or 
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or he may command others, it not to doe good, 
yertto refraine from eyill, | 

God defires that thou love him with all thy 
 ftrengrth ; it thou knoweſt much, thou mult doe 
much, Beſides ſome things thou canſt doe, 
' namely, which others cannot doe withour great 
difficulty. As ſome men are temperate, ſome pa- 


tient by nature. It thou art ſuch an one, Go 
requires more of thee then of anorher, for he ac-| 
counts that which thou ,canſt doe, without ct. 
ting thy might to ir,as nothing, It is notcnough | 
tor thee to lovethe Lord, but thou muſt love him 
with thy might. The might of a-rich man, of a 
Magiſtrate, of a Scho!ler, or whatſocver thou 
art, when thou ſhalt come to the Lord with a 
ſmall picrance, when thou haſt opportunity to 
doea great deale more, the Lord will not take 
it atthy hands. As a Landlord will not receive 
a ſmall parcell,whcn the Tenant may. pay a grea- 
ter fumme, Neither is this a thing indifferent, 
| for you to doe, or not todoe - for God requires 


| 


| much of him. to whom he hath given much. Hfce 
gives us all talents which he puts as prizes in our 
| hands, which he expects we ſhould lay our accor 
ding as we have received. Paul did no worke of 
ſupercrogaticn, though he was abundant in the 
workes of the Lord , continually ſetting himſclfc 
about the worke with his whole Pres: þ 
Thou muſt love him above all things elſe; 
Above all creatures, above that which 1s- moſt 
deare unto thee, yea, above thy ſelfe. And ifthou 
doſt not {o, thou loveſt him-burt as a _ 
whic 


— 


| 
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| bur is entire/ro every one, as every linedrawne | 
| rothe Center, may challenge the whole Center | 
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more'ffot thee thenany' creatue hath ot 'can doe. | 
He hath dyed forthice,harh given himfelfe crucified | 


| for thee, he deſerves therefore more loye thenthy | 
pleaſures, profits, orthen any friend thou haſt: You 


are therefore to love him above all ,to imbrace & | 
cleave to him chiefly, to make him wLolly 


. 


thine. : 4 


But how ear he( youwillſay)be whoil y mine, | 


ſeeing: ſomany have theirparts inhim> 


l 
a. 1 


Yes, hee iswholly thine , ard thou muſt bee | 
wholly bis. He'is infinite, ard ſo hathno parts, 


| 


 forit's owne; though” there be athouſand lines 


| beſide. 


| not love carthly things ? 


F x 


Yes : thou'mayeſt Tove them, ſo that itbenot 
| with an adulrerous love, Thou maycft love them 
for God,as by them you may be enabled to ſerve 
Godthe better. DORA 
|  Buthowkhall Lknow this adulterous love 2 

When you love any thing, ſoasit leſlens your 
love to your husband, thar 1s an aduſterous love. 
| As whenthowToveſt ſorhe pleaſure and delight 
ſo, 3s ittakesnp'the minde- and hinders thee in 
| hearing,' and willnor ſuffer thee' to pray with- 
out diftration, but thy theughrs' muſt be upon 
it,” this Joveis adulterate Jove,: Thou mayeſt re- 
| joyce, yet ſaas if thou rejoyceſt net. - Asthis joy 
binders nat thy walking with-God,ſorhou w_ 

M c 


Bur what £ muſt I ſo lovethe Loxd, that I may, | 


[2% 


which will-not ſerve his turne."' Hee hath'dbne | 


06, 


Anſw, 


06, 


Anſw. 


0b, 


Anſw. 
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0b, 


as it doth notdraw away thy heart from- God, 
But this is very difficult ( will ſo-nelay, ) 
No,itiseafie. When God hath put this love 


| Auſw. 


into thy beart, rhe neceſſity of it may make it ea- 
lie. Thou mayeſt doe it, orthou canſt not bec 
'aved, Indeede it-is impoſſible fora man that 
hath ſet his heart on riches, toremove it off a- 
gaine of. himſelfe. And in this ſen'e Chriſt 
\pcakes, when he ſayes, 1! & fo hardfor a rich wan 
to enter into the Kinedome of heaven, Buc when 
God hath wroughe this love in thee, , and hathye- 
vealed to thee the cmptinefle and vanity of other 
| things, it will beeafie. 


ſclfe andall other things- 

Yes, thou mayeſt, if once thoy art through- 
ly perſwaded that hee is thy chiefetgond, and 
how miſerable thou art withque him : thou wilt 
then bee content to forſake all, and toclaye to 
him alone. 


| A manthat ſowes Corne is cantent jt ſhould 
;dic, ſoas it may bee. yuickned againe and bring 
|forth encreaſe. Andtherefore Pas!, though hee 
ſaw the ourward building of his body gae tode- 
| cay, he cared not, ſo long as he was renemgd in the 
 iyner, Sowhen thou ſceſk thy gopd comeined in 
him more then in thy ſelfe, when 'thou ſeeſt thy 
\happineſſe laid up is him, thou wilt eafily bee 
;per{waded to leave thy ſelfe to injoy him; For 
\thou loſeſt nothing by loſing thy ſelfe,tby whole 
happineflc is in God, 


_ 


| et laboyr ig thy calling with a Joxe to jt, yer ſo 


But I am not able to loye the Lord above my |, 


Againe, 
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Againe, thou muſt be rooted and gronnded int 
Love. This is that which the Apoſtte ſo prayes 
for, forthe Epheſians, Epheſians 3. 17. There! 
is aceftaine loveby firs which God acceprs nor. 


Wheti men comeand offer tb God great promi-! 
ſes like thewaves of the Sca, as bigge as moun- 
raines, oh they thivke they will doe much for! 
God; Br their mindes change, and they become, 
as thoſe High waves, which at laſt'fall levell with 
the other waters. If a man ſhould proffer thee 
great kirdneſſes, ard thou ſhouldeſt afterwards 
come to him to'make u{c'of him; and hee ſhould 
lookeftrangely vpon thee;as if heewere never ac-| 
quairited with thee; how wouldeſt thou cſtceme 
of ſuch love ! If weeare now on, now off in our 
love, God will not eſterme of ſuch love,. and if 
you be nor rooted in your Joye,youwill be uriſta. 
ble. Lec then your'love bee well rooted, let the 
foundation be geod on which it ſtands: now that 
$ on two things. 

' This love muſt be founded in faith. Therefore 
Epheſians 3. when the Apoſtle had praycdthar 
they might be ſtrengthened in faith, be addes this 
alfo, that they might bee grounded in love, When 
thou art once rooted in faith, thou ſhalt bee 
grounded in love, When therefore you come to 
beleeve, and conſider whether Ieſus Chriſt be. 
long to you, of no, doe it not overly and ſlight. 


Iy, but doe it thorow]y, Sift every thing to the 
| bran, give not over till thouart fully fatisfied,till 
'thon canſt anſwer all objeRions, and rcſt in this 
perſwaſion, that all is _ true which hath been 
2 rC- 


f 
I 
Wherein | 


grounded loye 
doth ſtand. | 


— _ 


| 


|andſcnd one affliction in the necke of agpther, this 
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revealed to thee of the Lord .leſus Chridt and.ir is 


good forthee roreſt upon it... ©, ;- yy 
| Your love muſt bee built yuporrhis Perſon, It! 
yau love his, agdnot bum, you wil}be unſble | 
| in your loye. It-thou loveſt hina in his-Renſon, 

thou changeſt not, for thy: lavewzjll bee conſtant.. 


But if thou loye kim for that: hee bath done. for | 
| 


thee, becauſe ,bee hath done theg-mych goag, | 


» 


' and given thee many: favours, and tokens of bis 
love, and _ thee from. many, troubles, when | 


| hee changes his dealing towards thee, thou wilt 


change thy love,to hum- Thou wile then, dog as | 
10b, xeccive good from the hand ofthe Larg:and. 
alſo evill.. Pur caſe God ſhould-'take fromthee, | 


willtry thy love, whether in this caſe thou wilt 

ſickeloſeunto him. Sometimes God hides his 
face from his.children, and writes bitter things a. 
gainſt them: If thenthou canſt love him,thy love 
is on his Perſon, aconſtant love. 

Another condition of our Joveis , that it muff 
be diligent. The Apoſtle commends the Theſlalo- 
nians effeeFuall faith and diligent lyve, 1 Theſſalo- 

| nians 1.3. If you ſay you lovethe Lord, and yet 
; will doenothing for him, you have not that love 
which Godacc:pts. This love is operative, di- 
ligent, and not idle, and dead, Wee regard not a 
dead drugge, a dead plant, wee cut it up and 
' caſt it away : even ſodoth the Lord eſteeme of a 
dead love, and love that ſhewes not it's life , it's 
diligence to obey. God. _ This love will cauſc 
| thee to put onnew aparrell, to adorn thy life ſo, 


| as 


——_— 
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|| ble heartr6onterraine him, 'thaChce mayidyvell 
|plentifllly- in thbeo! :Thisdorhanbko thee com- 


|itwilkſuffer nothing to remaine-thers that ma 
acoffciſive to. the. Lozd 'Godrhatdivels iwirlphs | 


\tificorertorcriaine- inthe heare,! buttkeepes'all 


ing of his conimatidements.”! 'If thou doeftno. 


as-thy love thay rale:delivhe intheeo This will 
make thee careful es-beayritic thy felfe with the 
graces of the Syirit,, 'Sce therefore. whether thy 


{love prepaxeitheefot Chriſti This ove doth that 


which /0hn Baptiſt did. It prepares men-for the 
rcceiving.of the Lord. If thouwile 'come then 
before him in thy-vldgarments; ivis afigne thou 
loveſbhim not Akaine,theoperatieneſi} ofit;is | 
ſcent ith openidgithiyhtartotbim, whonihe 6tferk | 
himfelfenato thee} This wiltgive thee' a 64p3- 


prehend withludbiSatms what lirx2bie ibtiohd] und 
bredib , 'anidength, anddepihoftis love Theiſt. 
This Jovb-iSdiligent incleanfing the cherry that 


-tople 3c) This dove thereforewilt faffer tis (hun 


and Spirit, a Corinthians 5.” - +» 


cleane. 18 elenſes a man from: allfilohineſſe v/feſh 
Laſtly, the diligence of loye is ſcene in keep- 


——————— 


be in thee to doe his will; ſo.much fire, fomuch 
hearto ſtir fof his glory : So much love, ſo much 
defire- to walke in perfet obedience: before 
hm..  * 

And''now wee come to the obj-& wpon 
whom our love muſt be placed, 7h Lord Teſss. 
Conſider whom it is, whom, it yow love _ 

M 3 


thing: for the Lord, thou'loveſt him\nor- -: So| | 
[much love as thou haſt, ſo muchcare willthere | 


Ephel. 3. 


The obje& 


on Whom ous } - 


loye muſt be 
ſet. 


| 


34 
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A. Hravenly. Tredtiſe\, > | 


{ 


| not leave thisKord y ie himbeacoudeds iis vn | 


_—_ 


[ 'pronognce you thus'accurſed, It is the Lord 
Jetus,; he is|your Lord, your Prince, your Savi- 
our, . your, Meſhas , your Prophet , fo that 
hee which loves: him not, is wotthy to be. ac- 
call... 259541 <0 kf.Y | 

Fuſt, be is our Lord. Now, to runfrom an 


Lord anti King ia:a.more.ſpeciall bond.  Belides, 
that be hath madd jus,and preſerves us,we ate his 
by purchaſe ,dnd he hath! boughe us deere; liee 
hath ſhed bis blaad for us: ſa that hee thatwill 


Secondly, againebeis'owr Sayiaur and inthis 
reſpec loye 15 now niore due te' God z. then! in 
time of innocency» Vhen Ade, bioke:the 
Conant and ;made ſhipwtack:, Chriſt offers 
himfelc 4 Saviour, Now if wee wilt not receive 
him, there 1s no more hope, He is the ſecunds 
takwia, left to us after ſhipwrack, which if wee 
let goe , wee Cannot eſcape ercnall deftracti- 


Oſt \ STO1-13 1710083 29733 \ 
 Laſtly,beis oqr Propher, that Meſs/as, tobn.4. 
which tels ws :ald things, That gre-t Prophet 
whom. Moſes foretold, whom if we beleeve nor, 
we muſt befgr ever accurſed,, The time of our! 
jenorance God regarded not, but now hee; will 
have an cycto us, after thar the light bath ſhone 
unto us, and he hath revealed himſclfe, when this 
our Prophet bath come unto us and ſhewne him-! 
ſ{elitunto us. | Now God claimes our love : and 
| ifnow werefuſe 10 love him, and tocome inun- 


ordinary Maſter js puniſhable,to rebell againſt an | 
| ardinary| King deſerves deathybur be is. mate,cuir 


t0| 


———C————— 


would reconcile God untous. Yea, he is made 
untous a King, to ſubdue qur luſts and rebelljqus 
affections, to draw us. ta himſelte, as i were 
by force : So thatnow if welove him not, /, wee 
deſerve the curſe. Now marke, the Loxd: hath 
joyned theſe two together, the Lord Teſas, We 
muſt rake heede that we ſeparate them nat. And 
we mult ſec that wee take him not onely as a 
Saviour, but alfo as a Lord, He-is not onely 
the Authour of the remiſſion of qur finnes, but | 
he is our Lord to rule us. The preaching af 
the * Goſpel is nothing but the offering. of 
Chriſt , bis whole:p:r(og,.apd ſo; you muſt 


Spouſe to berulcd and guided by him, and then 
| wee ſhall have the benefit which aziles thence, 
| We are willing to part with the ſweere; bus we 
will have none of the ſowre : as'-that young 
man would have had Chriſt , but he would not 
t with his. wealth for him. - But Chriſt ecls 
im that he muſt either pare with him or them, 
Canſt thou be content to fare as I doe ? to bere- 
jected & ſcorncd inthe world as I am? then well & 
good, thou mayeſt follow me, but otherwiſe 
thou.canſt not. And ifthouart contefit todoe 
thus, to ſuffer perſecution, and to forgoe all 
for him, thou ſhalt bave him, and all the be--: 
nefits that come by him ; if not, thou art not 
worthy of him: hee that bekeeves not the Lord 
Ieſus, is condemned already. i.e, Hee that takes 
him not when hee is offercd, is-in the ſtate yr 
0 


þ of the Drvine Love of Criſt W = 


to. him, we arercbels. Yea, he is our Prief,and | . 


| 


take him, as a ſubjeR, ro bee your Lard, as | 
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Of rhe curſe 
of thoſe that 
love not the | 


Lord leſus. | 


IU Henmly Trane v | 


take his whole perſon, as he ts a Lotd: as well | 
as he is a Saviour, ard not the Jatter without the | 
forhicr, "Tf any man love not thr Lord leſt, let | 
him be 'hatl in exeiration.” yea let him be acthirſed! 
10' the death, The Apoſtle cutfes futh as love | 
him not;'\with a doublecurſe. © He expreſſes it | 
in two- languages: "They are then: ſer apart to 
evil, appointtd*t& defimudtion ; as ſome'hen 
arc ſet apart'to'g00d; ſo arerheſe'to'evill. They 
are- ſhut up in'/priſon,ſuch as God hath ſet him- 
ſelfe 1againſt. / His eyes atc continually: vpon 
them for'ev il};)! Thus halt he be acourfel thar 
loves hot' the Zord -Teſits. "The" fhallbe acurſe 


of condemiiation.'Weinuſt ſee thiefore that 1 we' 


on: his 'ſoule; for matter of ere, that as' Chriſt 


curſed the figtree, when hee'cameand found no! 
| fruit upon it; 'never freit'grow 'more bn thet', and 
| # withered" away: $6 'when Chriſt is offered; atd 
| this '"Gofpell preached, and thou 'refuſeſt this 
| grace, thou ' mayeſt find Chrift ſo 'turſe ther, 
[that thou/be evcr barren im the matter of grace, 
| And'if perhaps thou thinkeſt rhis 'no great wat. 
[rer ;'' the! curſe goes' further, Thou ſhalt bee 
| curſed from the preſence of the Lord. Thou ſhalt] 
' have no part nor: portion in the light, ſweet- 
nefle and comfort-of his fayour. 'Antthis Caine 
tooke't6 heart, though lie were a wicked man, 
' and had before but Gods common favgur : and 
|ſo' $4#l was' exceedingly cat downe”, when 
as Godwould not anfwer himby any of thoſc 
 uſuall meanes ;bur-is this ſuch a*marret co bee 
excluded from his preſence- ? yea,” and at the 


| time! 


| 


 becarſed eternally. But that thou wilr ſay, is a 


| 


| 
| 
[ 


| 


curſed, rhat none | 
' maycſt enjoy thy health and wealth, and noman 


| of Heavenly Treatiſe. 


time of death you ſhall find it ſomwhar, ye? 
in troubles you ſhall ſee it a dreadtull thing (as 
thcy did ) ro want him to ſtand your iriend, 


As Sarl did, though in his proſpcrity he little 
regarded ir, yet when the Philifſtines came up- 
on him, he was driven to his wits end, becatiſe 
the Lord would not anſwer. him, Burt theſc are 
but ſpirituall things, I fecle:them not, you will 
ſay. But yet the curſe gocs further, Tow ſhall be; 
carſed alſo from the earth, that is, from earthly 
comforts, which ir yeelds to others: Now 
thou ſhalr beſtow all thy travel! and painz upon 
if, and be nevcr the bettcrfor it, 

But many a man receives him not, and yet is 
not thus accurſed, 

Indeed we ſee it not many times, and it,miy 
be, the time of execution is not yet come, - Thou 
mayeſt have Cains priviledge,though thou artac- 

ſhall kill thee preſently : Thou 


lay hold on thee here to hurt thee, But thou arr 
reſerved to a more ſolemre day of punifhmient, 
And yet the curſe goes a ſtep further, chou' ſhalt 


great way off; and you need not feare it yer. Bur 
conſider what eternity is, vv hat thoſe daycs, of 
darkneſſe will be, when the Sun of comtort ſhallf 
ſet, and-never riſe againe upon thee. When it 
ſhall be alwayes pertec& night, and never day. 
When God hail oped all the 'rreaſures of, his 
wrath, and powre them with full fury upon thee, 


wheti 'the ſtorme of vengeance ſhall, never bee 
N blowne 


W_— —— ”— Cr > noo 
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| oA Heavenly Treatiſe 


blowne over, but thou ſhalt bee overwhel wed in 


the midſt of all miſerie, asthe old world was inthe 
deluge. 

If this be the caſe of men that refuſe, yea, that 
'ove notthe Lord, then take heed to your ſelyes, 
Wee the Miniſters offer you Chriſt when wee 
preach, and you fit negligently before us, min. 
ding other thiwgs, n2t caring totake the Lord, 
Take heed : this is your portion to be thus ac- 
curſed. 
| The Goſpcll hath two parts : if you take 
Chriſt, you ſhall be happy, you ſhall be ſaved. 
But if you will not love him and imbrace him , 
you ſhall be damned, Therefore thinke not that 
there is nothing but hony in it : yea there is a 
ſting that followes it, if it be negleRed: Miniſters 
are not to goe a begging in offering the Goſpell, 
bur areas Ambaſſadors of the Lord of Heaven. 
If men will receive our meſſage, ſoir is, other- 
wiſe the duſt which we ſhake off from our feet, 
ſhall be a witnefle againſt you, thar ſo God will 
ſhake you off, God will not have his Goſpel 
refuſed, his Sondeſpiſed ; and therefore he coun- 
ſels us, to kiſs the Son, left he be angry, and wee 
periſh all in his wrath, Pſalm 2, Though hee be 
a Lamb, and have behaved himſelfe meekly a- 

mongſt us, yer if wee provoke him, wee ſhall 
know that he can ſhew himſclfe a Lyon. If hee 
be not entertaincdin the ſtill voice, he will come 
{ in fire, ina wind that ſhall rend the rockes in ſun- 
| der. Thus he deſcribes himſelfe, One that hath 
feet like burning braſſe, out of whoſe momth proceeds 


| 4 
' 


——— 


: 


| Husbandmen refuſed the Son,they were preſent. 


| Chriſt, yet there will come atime, when there 
| will come forth a Decrec which ſhall neyer be 
| revoked, Take heed therfore, for this is very 
| dangerous. The Lord will not ſuffer his Goſ. 


| rake heed that you receive not the grace of God in 


of the Drone Love of (rift. 

a firie ſword, Revelation 1. Moſes went firſt to 
Mount Gerizim, 10 blefſc the people ; and if that 
would not move them, he go'sup to Mount Ebal, 
and thence curſes them : fothe Apoſtle before 
cxhorts & perſwades them to the love of Chriſt, 
but if they will rot imbrace him on fair termes, 
| herels them what ſhall follow, thcy muſtbe ac- 
| curled, 

Bur what if I take not the Lord at this in-. | 
ftant ? I hope this curſe will not befall 


| 


me. 
It is true, we cannot ſay fo ; for while this 
time laſts, wee are ſtill commanded to offer 


pel to be abuſed, or negleed : when once the 


ly caſt out of the vineyard, Mat. 21, This offends 
God more than any ſinne that wee can commit. 
Torefuſe Chriſt offercd, is worſe than drunken- | 
ncſſe, theft , adultery , or the like , which men: 
count the groſſeſt ſins. My people would none of 
me, therefore 1 gave them up to their owne hearts 
luſts, This rcfufing him, made him ſwear that 
they-ſhould never. cnter into his reſt. As the Goſ- 
pel offers greater favour thanthe Law ; ſo, ſwifter 
damnation attends the negled of it. My brethren, 


vain, While itis called to day, harden not your 
hearts ; yea, take becd of refuſing itrnow, Fory| 
N 2 you 
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you know not whether this offer may ever bee | 
made you againe z and if itbe, th5u knowelt nar | 
whether thou ſhalc have the grace to reccive it, or | 
no. Know , that the ſane Goſpel is a ſavour of | 
life unto life ;e5 ſuch as receive it ; but unto the o. | 
thers, of death unto everlaſting death. | 

But the Goſpel is continued ſtill, 

It is true: bur how many are there that live in 
the congregation, and are never a whitthe berter, 
though they hear the Word daily, becauſe by 
|the contempt of it, it becomes the ſayour of 
| death ro them, and their hearts are hardned, fo 
\ that they ſhall never receive good byit? 


Cr m—m—s 


of the Drvine Love of ()brift. | 


Koke 
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Good Reader, it thou wilt 
ſee the reaches of a devour 
foule after this love of 
(rift, expreſled 1n theſe pi- 
ous Sermons , reade this 


Soliloquy following. 
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SOLILOQYVY OF 
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Cunisr, PANTING AF. 
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= Thos Love of all loves, thou 
chiefeſt of tew thouſand ; thou 
lovedſt me before I was, thou 
doſt love me when I am, thou 
doeſt love me (if I bee thine ) 


\& 1-4 when I am hereno mote. Thy 


—— 


Loves are better then wine, but mine are worſe the 
gall and wormewood, Thou loveſt mee whode- 
ſerve lefle then nothing, I love notthee who de- 
ſerveſt more then all ings. I have hid my ſelfe 
from thee as Adazy, yer thou haſt pierced through 
the darke cloud, and loved me. Thouhaſt opened 


by ſelfe inthe face of my ſoule, yet in the fight 
of rhis Sun I have not loved thee. Nobaſeneſle 
| 


of 


LL CY 
WO II——x _ _ 


ww 


| ef Soliloquy of a devout Soule, 


of mine hath cloſed thy cyes , and kept thy heart 


| from me: yer every baſe plcaſure, and pleaſing 


luſt bath kept my heartand cye from thee, With. 
out my lovcto thee I cannot have my happineſle 
applyed, and enjoyed. Iris Faith that marries thee 


1 
| 


| 


' 
| 


| 
| 


tome: butthis faich muſt woke by love, or my 
marriage will cnd in a fruitleſſe barxenneſſe, and! 
faithleſſe ſeparation» Hitherto therefore I haye| 
loved thee, but for luſt not for love, I would! 
have thee ſave me , but I would not honour, and! 
pleaſe thee, I can thus think of my difloyalty 
rowards thee ; but thou kneweſt it before [ 
thought it, and more then I canſpeake or thinke, 
T hou docſt thinke thoughts of love and peacetome, 
but I minde the abuſe of thy love, and the too 
late repentance of thee ypor my owne termes, 
How can I be acceptable to thee ,( My Love, 
my Dove, my undefiled, ) Thou ſpread. ſt our thy 
hands, and art rcady for 6/eſ5ing me : but if I © 
pen my head, heart, hand, I am apttoreceive no-| 
thing but Anathema , Maranathatrom thee. Can! 
love come to enmity, heaven to hell £ Tam hell 
( my Lord) thou art heayen : I am hatred, thou! 
art Love. Thou ſheweſt hatred, yet in my iſ. 
dome ans I very enmity. Can I then expe c-! 
ther to bave the bleſsing of Love, ot to avoide 
the curfe of notloving ? 0h ſhew methy face, for it 
is comly. Thou haſt often ſhewed methy riches, 
and I have loved them : but ohſhew me thy (elfe, 


4 chat I may love thee, I have ſecnz hy goodnes, mer 


cy; compaſſion, merir;falvation, and have cried 
| out, '(. My bleſſed leſus ) make theſe mine, Now; 
let 
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| eA ſaliloquy of a devout Soule. 


letme ſeethy {elfe, that thou my beloved mayſt be 
mine , and all thoſe riches in thee. From the 
fight of thy riches I have defiredto preſeryc my 
ſelfe : from ſecing thy ſclfe I ſhall defire rodraw 
neere tothee, andro cleave to thee forever. O 
thou whom my ſoule defires to love, ſhew me then 
| where thou lieſt at noone, that I may ſee thee ! I 
[know wherel ſhall findethce atthe night of my 
life, I ſhall finde thee fitting on yonder throne, 
rcady to ſay, either, Come ye bleſſed, or, Goe yee 
curſed 1 doe not know whether ſo ſhort a 
view ſhall bring me to heare either the one, or 
the othre. Shew me then where thou lieſt at 
this my noone. Now thy Sundoth ſhineupon this 
my tabernacle, and I have ſome time to behold 
thy beauty, that I may bc in love with thy per- 
ſon : where then ſhall I finde thee > if I looke 
to mount Tabor, I ſec thee in glory, andI cannot 
but love thee for that, If I looke zo the 
garden, 1 ſee thee lying on the cold ground, 
ſweating 4rops of blond for mee , and I cannot 
but love thee for that. If Tlooke to Golgotha , 
I ſee thee nayled to the Croſſe, and thy heart broa. 


ched,that I may drinke thy blood and live, and I 
cannot bur love thee for that. If Ilooke to mount 
oliver, 1 ſeethee aſcending farre above all hea- 


| 


| vens , and I cannot but love thee for that alſo. 
| Indeed in Tabor thou hadfſt viſible glory , bur ir 
| oone vaniſhed - in the Garden and Golgotha, thou 
| hadſt Little viſible beauty why I ſhould defire thee : 
ard in Oliver, thou waſt quite carried out of my 
| fight. If rhen thou lieſt for meeno where elle, 
whathope have I to love thee, O thouto be be. 

O loycd 
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| 92 | A ſoliloquy of a devout Soule, 


CE room nes 


T | loved ofall. Art thou not in the tents of the | 


| Sheperds ? Doſt thou not walke in the mid/t of 
(the golden Candleſtickes ? Doclt thou not dwell in | 
| the hearts of men by faith £ O let mee ſee thee | 
| here below, inths Church, in my iclfe, Letthy 
glory goc before mc, that I may love thee fore. | 
vcr, and cver, and be bleſſed in thee, Thou hal 
a long time been manifeſted to me in thy natures, | 
oftices, and markes for me, and theſe draw mce 
to love thee, Thou hiſt beene crucified before | 
my cycs,and the vertues of it have beeae cleared 
| by the Miniſtery of the Word , and Sacra-' 
ments, [I have heard and ſcene the promiſes, 
ſienes, and ſcales of thy. deareſt love, and theſe! 
| mightallure me to loverhee, But (0 thou chie. 
feſt of ten thouſand ) why haſt thou kept thy ſelfe at 
\{uch a diſtance ? why haſt thou not been formedin| 
me # why haſt thou not dwelt in me, that I might| 
[ſee in thee the glories, and yer:ues, of thy lite, 
| death, reſurrcCtion, aſcenſion, and to be ficke of 
| love > Thou haſt ſteod and knockt at the doore of 
| my unwotthy heart for thisend. Thou wouldeſt 
' have come in and ſupped with me atter the non- 
| ſhincof the Goſpel , with thine owne banquer; 
' Bur, alas, there was no roome for thee, becauſe 
[ defired firſt to feaſt it out with the baſe gueſts 
of finfull laſts , before I would give thee enter- 
rainement, Thecauf hath been in my ſelfe,that 
I have not beene better acquainted with thee, and 
| fo, that I havenot loved thee. O wretched ſoule 
;that I am, who ſhall deliver me from being an <- 
[ncmy to my {elf !I have bowed my knees to the et 
| ther 


| 


— 


to me, according to the riches of his glory, that 1 
| may have his aſſiſtance toempty my {elte of all 
; my wickedgueſts,that thou maycſt come into mc, ; 
[and I may havethe better liſt and leaſure to con- | 
| template thy glory, and be grounded inthy love, | 
| O my blefled Lord Feſus, Could I but get this, 
'my gaincs would be unſpeakeable. Vhatlſoc. | 
| ver thou commandeſt would be ſweet, becaule I love | 
thee. It I could give thee my heart, thou wouldſt | 
| give1t b-tter to me againe : for no uncleanething | 
'can coNeout of thy hands. But ( O my deſired | 
love) I have denicd thee , therefore, I deny my | 
 ſelfe. I have rejected thee ; therefore , I rejet my 
| {clfe, Doz with meas thou wilt, onely firſt love 
| me, and let me an{wer thee with love againe. And 
why ſhould not I be confident to be heard in this, | 
ſceing thou ( my love ) ſitteſt at the right hand of | 
God making requeſt for me. Speak thou the word, 
and thy poore ſervant ſhall love thee. Say to my | 
ſoule , My Father hath heard thy prayer,and then, 
I will love thee dearely. My Lord teſas. if I love 
thee, I Jive ; If I love thee not, I periſh un. 
der a fearefull curſe for evermorc. And ſhall it be 
thus with me, O thou that wilt nor rhe death of 
poore ſinners, who pant after thee ? No, no, thy 
merits and interceſſion have prevailed with my 
God. I findethe filth of domineering finne, in 
ſome meaſure, waſhed from the windowes of my 
ſoule, that the beames of thy glory may pierce 
it, and draw my love after thee, Now doe I be- 


gin 30 be ficke of love, andearneſtly deſire thy 
O 2 COM» 
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| ther of thee, the Lord Icſus, that he would grant| 
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oA Soliloquy of a devout Soule, 


company here, by grace, and hereafter by gloyy, 
[ love to heare thee ſpcak( let me heare thy woice 
for it is ſweet ) and to ſpeake to othets of thee, and 
thy beauties, 'Thou haſt made mee ſomething 
willing to doe, and to ſuffer any thing for thee, 
Lord perfed# this good worke, It I ſeethe meancſt 
perſons like thee in thy goodneſſe, My delight 
is inthem , I love them the better for thy ſake, 
1 dare not wilfully anger thee, ard my ſoule is 
vexed with them thatdoe 1c. Thus the pulſes of 
my ſoule ( by thy bleſſing » doe begin to beat 
after thee. But ( alas ) when I conſider how 
weake I am 1n thy love tothee my Saviour:when 


——_— 


home, and ſteale my heart away from thee: when 
I feele how cafily I am diverted from thee and 
thy ſervice, what comfort can my poore ſoul: 
have now ? O my Lord Teſss, thou wilt notleayc 
thy own worke, & ſuffer thy tender plant to wither 
away | when thou haft ſowed thy ſced, haſt thou 
not prepared the former and latter raine ? Shall! 
not be able to doe this through himthat loweth thee 
and me ? | may not run from thy love, thou art my 
Lord. I dare not, thon.art my Teſus. If thou live, 
let me know thy love to me, IfT live,let me feelc 
my love tothee. Oh ſhed it more in my heart, 
thatas in beleeving inthee my perſon is juſtificd,ſo 
in loving thee my faith may be juſtified, and in 
having fairh working by love , I may ſo conſtantly 
walke in thy preſence, that with comfort I may 
fing withthe Bride, Come Lord leſus,come quickly, 
Even ſo, Amen. 
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I finda thouſand things creep in betwixt thee & 
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The Cherter of the Golpel, (hewing 


the priviledge and prerogative of the Saints 
hy vertue of the Covenant, 


Wherein cheſe fourc points of Doctrine are properly V 


oblerved; plainely proved both by Scripture, 
and reaſon, and pithily applied, 74z. 


- That he that is in the ſtate of grace lyeth m no knowne } 
{1nne, no ſinne hath dominion over him. | 
] Tha ſinne though it doth not raigne inthe Saints, yet ) 
; i dothremaine and dwell in them. E: 
C3 'T 1at the way to overcome finne, 1s to gct aſſurance of |} 

the Love, and grace, and favour of God, whereby it is | 
| forgiven them. | 
| 4+ That whoſoever is under the Law, fſinne hath domi- | 
8 nion over him. 
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| By that late faichfull and worthy Miniſter of ITeſus 
Cirit,Joux Prazs r ox, Do for in Divinity, Cha p- 
laincin Ordinary to his Majeſtic , Maſter of Em avucll 


Colledge in Cambridge, and ſometimes Preacher 
of Lincolnes liune, 


Row. 6. 12. 
Let not ſinne therefore ra1one in your mortall bodies, that you ſhould obey 
't in the luſts anda) 
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A Treatiſe of the; 


Artribmes of God 


contain' ng 


+. Toure Treatilcs 
V1Z, 


. The Saints caily Exerc: fo 
a Treatiſe of Prayer 


{ 1. A remedy agaiaſtCoyetouſnes, upon 
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T1 


5, The Saints Qua- 
l:hcation, contai-< 


nIN92, VIZ 4, 
Lo 


6. The DoArine of the cain es Infirmitics upon 2 Chron, 


18.19, 20, 


. The Breſtplate of F:1th and Love, containing 18 Ser- | 
mons upon th ree {everall Texts, viz, Revel. 1.17. 1 The, 


1-3. Gal.5.6, 


OOOTTONN 
CE Oe 


The Names of Dodter lounPRESTON' 
Ins ſeverall Treatiles. 


C" 7 Sermons upon givers Texts. 


2. An Elegant and lively deſcription of 
ſpiritual lite & de 71mg lobn 5.25. 
The ago o! 
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4. A Irean A of the Sacramen 


or a7 
| 0 1 Theſ.5.17. 


}. The Nzw Covenant in 14 Sermons, u2on Ger. 17.1.3. 
Vnto which is added 4 Sermons upon Ecele/,g,1,2.13,12, | 
(1, A Treatiſe of Humiliation in 10 | 
Sermons, the firſt 9 upon R2-4.1.15. 
| The terith Preached before the com- | 
mon houſe of Parliament , upon 
Namb,25.10.11. 
Of SanRitication or the New Crea- 
ture in 9 Sermons upon 1 (7.5.17. 
Of Communion with Chrilt in the | 
Sacrament in 3 Sermons upon 1 (0- 


U2 
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C1. The New Lite,upon 1.7»h.5 15, 
2A ſenſible demoritration ot the 
: Diety, upon E/ay 64. 4. 

8. Five ms" 3. fend watkaige "A | 
chcd before hys Ma- 4. The Pillar and ground of Truth, 
jeſtc, viz. upon 1 Tim. 3.15% 

5. Sam, Support of forrowfull fin- 
 ners upon 1 Sam. 12,270.21,22, 

| 9. Two Treaties of Mortifcation , and Humiliation, upon 

| (*l.3.5. Epheſ. 2. 1,2, 3. Together withthe liveleſic lite, 

| 

| 
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A Treatiſe of Vivihication, 
; 10+ His Remaines,con- 1. Judas" s Repentance. 
taining 3, excellent >2. The Saints Spirituall ſtrength, 
| Treatiles, viz, 3. Pauls Converſion, | 
| 11. The Golden Scepter , with the Churches Mariage, being | 
| three Treatiſes in one volume, | 
12. The Fulneſſe of Chriſt, uvon ohn 1, 16, | 
| I 3- A Heavenly Treatiſe of the Divine Love of Chrift, in| 
Five Sermons, upon 1 Cor.16.2 2. | 


FREEDOME, OR THE CHAR- 


TER OF THE GOSPEL, SHEW- 
ING T HE PRIVILEDGE AND 


Prrxogative of the Saints, by vertuc 
of the Covenant, 


R o Mo op I 4. 


For fanne ſhall net have dominion 
over yout ; for ye are not under the 
law, but under grace. 


> G&OGAF Hele words are brought in 
thus ; rhe Apoſtle exhorts 
them not to ſfinne, but to give 
their members as inſtruments 
unto righteouſneſle : and ro 
move them to this, hee tells 
them that ſinne was not their 
Lord now as it was hereto- 
fore, and that it ſhall have no more dominion over 
them, and therefore he bids them ſtrive againſt it: | 
B and 


"IN 


pg 


= — 7 CS 


Dot, 1. 


The (briſtianfreedome, or. 


anJrhen he adds a reaſon of this , becauſe they were 
not under the law, but undey grace, now Chriſt hath 
changed tl.cir hearts : for while a man is under the 
Law, finne hath dominion over him ; 1trells him 
\ what to doe, but gives him no power to doe it : but 
you have the grace of {anftification to change your 
hearts, and enable you to every good word an1 
work, ſo that you deleght in the Law after the inner 
| man, albeit ou ſer another law in your members warring 
againſt the Law of your min4e , and bringing you imo cap- 
tvity 80 the law of ſinne which 18 in your members, a5 it is 
ſaid, Chap.7.ver.23. 

W hence wee may learne , That hee chat 15 in the 
late of grace , lyeth in no knowne ſinne ; no ſinne hath do- 
mmion over hin, 

Now, finne is ſaid to have no Dominion over a 


| man, three manner of wayes, v/z. in regard 
| I. It hath no right to rule over him, it is no 
| more our Lord, but is as a ſervant that hath no do- 
| minion, but is ſaid to offer violence to us: as if the 
| King of Spazne ſhould rule over us, hee hath no do- 

| minion over us. 

2. Inregardit is not obeyed, for there ir hath 
dominion: asa Prince may have right to a King- 
| dome, yet it hee be not obeyed,, hee hath no do- 
minion, 
3. Inregardthough it ſtrive againſt us, yet it ne- 
ver gets the victory : for though it aſſzult us, yer if 
it get not the victory, it hath no dominion over us: 
this is proved by three Similitudes which muſt be 
explaned, viz. 
Firſt, it was our Maſter, and we its fervants ; but 


» 


now! 
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the Charterof the Goſpel. | 1 


| now wee have changed our Maſter, and are become 
the ſervants of righteouſneſſe, ver. I8. 
{ Secondly, it is ſaid that we were married to ſ1n, 
| and it had dominion and command over us, as the | 
| husband over the wife ; but now it is dead, and | 
{ there is a divorce betweene us , and now WCe are | | 
| married to Chriſt, and hee commands us, and 
| wee obey. | 

Thirdly, it is ſaid we are dead to ſymne, and alive t0 | 

God, ver.11. and therefore we cannot Lve in finne : | 
for;command a dead body to goe about a buſineſle, | 
and he cannot, becauſe he is dead. 

Now the reaſons of the point be theſe. The firſt | 
is taken from Chriſt , wee are mgrafied into Chriff, | 
and into his death,and into the ſimilitude of his reſurrefi- | 
on, verſe 5 . | 

We are grafted as a graft into Chriſt, and all the 
old ſap is raken away, and wee have new ( iP 3 and | 
bring forth new fruit , and have no other, becauſe 
we grow in another tree, and we live to God : yet | 
we may commit finne , though wee allow not our 
ſelves init; for they that are Chrifts, have crucified the 
| fi:ſh with the afjeAtons and laſts thereef : if theretore 
| there be any luſt reigning in us,weare not'in Chriſt. | 
| Againe, if any man bein "Chrift, hee is a new creature, 
| and therfore he doth not wallow in his old fins : | | 
[f ſaith God , Iwill give you a new heart , and , #ll rhings | 
| 
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are become new - and, old things are done away : there- | 
| fore wee cannot ye in any knowne finne. Againe, | 
| whoſoever is in Chriſt, hath received of his fulneſſe, | 
and grace for grace ,, in him weare able to doe all things : | 


and therefore if we cannot ſtrive againſt old hnnes. | 
B 2» wee 
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wee are not in Chriſt. 

Secondly, becauſe wee have the Spirit of God 
ruling.in us, and therefore we walk after the Spirit, 
and not after the fleſh: now it we lye in any known 
ſinne, we have not the Spirit, and therefore are not 
in the ſtate of grace: if any man have not the Spi- 
rit of grace, he is not the Sonne of God : now if he ſ 
walk after the fleſh, hee hath not the Spirit, for the 
Spirit gives him ability to ſtrive againſt all fianes 

Thirdly, he is borne of God : now, hechat zs born 
of Gad, ſin: th not that is, ſinne ruleth not over him : 
for.a man is {aid to finne that favours wickedneſle, 
and ſetteth his heart to ſinne : hee finneth not, he- | 
cauſe he is like Godq, as a ſonne 1s like his father ; 
and therefore a wicked man is like the devill , be- 
cauſe he is his Father, and his wickednefle is in 
him, and ther-fore the devill is called the father of 
the wicked : and ſo every regenerate man hath all 


degree ; he hath perfect holineſſe of parzs , though 
not of degrees : now then he hath no member of Sa- 
tan in him, that is, no knowne finne which hee 
loveth. 

Fourthly, becauſe hee hath the whole law writ- 
ten in his heart, and his heart is ſer to obey the 
whole law , and rherefore hee cannot lye in any 
knowne {inne. 

Fifthly, becauſe he is wholly changed and tran- 
{lated to another man: which 1s expreſt two wayes. 
1. The whole drift of his minde is changed. As 
ſuppoſe the earth were made free, the whole bent 
of it wereto goe upward ; ſoa man is wholly bent | 

towards 
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towards heaven , orelſe his heart is not _—_ 


and if fo, he can lye in no knowne ſinne. 2. Heis 
changed in his taſte, S. Paul ſaith , They that are ip | 
Chreſt, ſavour not the things of the fleſh, bat of the ſperit : 
every ſinne is bitter to the regenerate man , if it be 
not, then he {avourcth the things of the fleſh. To 
this is that agreeable , Keepe this feaſt with unleavened 
bread, and not with old leaven of maliciouſneſſe : we muſt 
be unleavencd bread to Chriſt, we muſt give no al- 
lowance to {nne. | 

Sixthly, becauſe they know God, The Lord | 
faith by his Prophet, / wil/mrite my law in their hears, | 
and they ſhall knom.me : fo that with this writing the | 
[aw in thcir hearts, they cannot but know ſinne ; | 
tor they are changed in their mindes before they | 
can know God : hence I inferre that he that knowes ' 
God, will not change from the immutable God to 
the mutable creature z and they that doe it , doe it 
becauſe they know not God. 

Seventhly, becauſe hee hath faith , which will | 
make him not lie in any knowne finne : for all {ins 
are either of the temptation of the devill, the fleth, 
or the world : now, taith overcomes all theſe, 

1. It overcommeth the world ; This is the v180- 
ry that overcommeth the world, even your faith : but if 
the world could overcome the regenerate in any 
temptation, then this were nottrue that fauh over. 
commeth the world , but he ſhall not be overcome by 
theglory an riches of the world. 

Secondly the fleſh, The juſt walketh in his antegrity. 
To this may be added, that bleſſings are vw 4 
where annexed to the keeping of the commande- | 

B 3 ments, ' 
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ments ; Bleſſed are they that have reſpe# unto'thy com- 
mandements : If you leane to the right band, or to the 
left,r, Againe, 1f you keepe the whole law, and of- 
fend in any one , j0uare guilty of the whole law, Bur, bc« 
| fides theſe Scriptures , there be other reaſons to 
prove that the regencrate man cannor lye in any 
knowne finne. 

Firſt, becauſe hee that lyes in any knowne finne, 
hath another for his Lord and God, and ſo is an 
Idolater , and ſo cannot be regenerate, for hee 
yeeldeth to the ſame ſtill; it it commands, hee 
obeyeth; God commanding him, hee neglecteth 
it,and therefore maketh it his God, 

Secondly, becauſe he that lycth in any knowne 
finne, will be unconſtant in the ſerving of God : 
{ now God rejecteth ſuch an one; for though rhe 
| temptation to that ſigne being remoyed, hee ſerve 
God, yet that finne ſetting upon him, hee forſakes 
Gods ſervice, and obeycth it, and when ſoever 0c- 
caſion 1s offered, hee turneth to obey it: now ſuch 
' unconſtancie God hateth. As among men a flower 
though it be more beautifull than a pearle , yet it 1s 
not regarded ſo much, becaule it is fading, and a 
ſhip may ſaile ſafe a great while, but yet falling up- 
' ona rock maketh ſhipwrack : ſo a man may mate 
ſhipwrack of fauh and a good conſcience, and ſuch a one 
| Cannot be in the ſtate of grace. 

Thirdly, becauſe hee that lycth in any knowne 
{1nne, will, if he had like ſtrong temptations, com- 
mit all the finnes inthe world ; as be-a man cn- 
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clined to covetouſneſle or uncleannefle, hee would 


' 


commir any other if hee were as much enclined to 
any [ 


| 
| 


' 
| 
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| 


any other : now, ſuch anone cannot be in the ſtate 
of grace. | 


\finne in a good heart is out of its proper place, and | 
| 
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Fourthly, becauſe if a man have a good heart,no 
ſinne can grow there, becauſe it is out of its proper 
place, and therefore cannot proſper : as plants that 
erow in India, if they be ſer here, wither, ſocyery 


wil not grow, but wither every day more & more : ! 
bur he that findeth finne growing in his heart , his | 


| heart is not regenerate, | 


Fifthly, becauſe he mult hate the word of God | 
and godly men: for whena man is ready to com- | 
mit ſinne,the word is at him to diſſivade him, god- | 
ly men diſſwade him ; and therefere now if he doe | 
it, and they ſtill rebuke him, hee commeth to ac- | 
count the word a reproach,and he hates it and good | 
men likewiſe. Thus Herod 1s Johns friend a great | 
while, till he tels him of his beloued finne,and then 
off goes his head: fo hee hates God, and wiſhes 
there were none, becauſe he reſolveth to finne, and 
God reproves him, and ſo hee cannot be in a goo4 
eſtate. 

Sixthly and laſtly, becauſe all his aftions will 
have an evill tin&ure from that his ſinne; it ſo 
ſwayeth all he doth, that nothing is currant in Gods | 
fight. As ifa man were ſet to get honour, though 
he did not direQly fall into thar finne, yer hee ſqua- 
reth all his ations that way, hee affe&eth ſuch ”=_ 
ſons as may further that his intent, ſo that finne 
leaveneth every action of his ; and whenſoever | 
any aCt of religion oppoſeth him, he then forſaketh 
all : as ifa man have a proje&ro get a harveſt that 
is 
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is not yet come, all that hee doth, is for that end, 
hee ploweth, ſoweth, and the like; ſoir is witha 
manthat hath a ſinne, and reſolves to follow it, hee 
byaſſeth all his actions by that , therefore God abs» 
horres him and all that he doth. 

Firſt, this is to try us: hereby every man may 
know whether he be in the ſtate of grace or no. If | 


he lies in the leaſt knowne finne that is, hee is but 
counterfeit ; if though he be admoniſhed, and told 


that God will not have him to doe ſuch a thing, yer 


| he doth it, it is a ſigne hes not in a good eſtate: as | 
| if a man knew and were perſwaded he ought not to 


abound in idle ſpeeches, and yet will, it is a figne 
he is not in the ſtate of grace. So when he 1s com- 


| manded to pray, and yet doth it not, or doth it only 


| for ſhew, it's a ſigne he is ina bad cſtate : or it hee 
knew it a finne to be idle,and is perſwaded of it,and 
yet will, it's aſigne his eſtate 1s not good: ſo: for 
| jmmoderate gaming, if one be told hee ſhould not, 
| yet will uſc it, certainly he is bad : ſo for the luſt of 
| the fleſh, the luſt of the eyes, and the pride of life, 
when a man ſhall ſpend all his time, and finde all 

| thoughts bent that way for any one of them, cer- 
| taine it is his heart is not gracious ; for then theſc 
thoughts would not abound in him , but thoughts 
| of growing in grace; but if his morning thoughts 
| be for ſatisfying of the fleſh and the luſts thereof, 
or his ſecret plots,he may juſtly feare it's a reigning 

| finne : for when all his projects aud thoughts arc 
| upon onething , as to be in fine apparell, at's cer- 
' taine ſinne reigneth in him, and ſo he is inthe ſtate 
| of damnation '; as a Scholer that wholly aymes ar 
vaine 
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' men, which had theſe infirmlties in them i in the 
| Scriptures. 


he Chtere the apes 7 
Vainc olory , and how to get honour and credit, that | © 
{1nne reioneth | in him, 


But there were many which ſeemed religious 0bjef 


True, and many therefore not truly regenerated, | Af, 
but ſeeming only ſo: now many make a fiire how | 
under the meanes, when falling into temptations, 
they fall awav : but i it they be not commanded, or 


think not of it, gre:t faults may ſtand with True | 


O 


| grace; but if chey be admoniſhed by their conſci- | 


— —— 


ence, or others, and told they muſt not doe it, then | 
their eſtate is not g00d; for true grace cannot ſtand | 
with theſe failings. 

Now, the fignes whereby we may know , whe- | 


» | 
| 
| | 
| ther we liv cin knowne ſinnes or nor, are theſe, | 


1. Living in a knowne -{inne is of two forts + 
Knowne, w then men fell emſelves tecommit wicked- 


nofſe before the Lor?, as Ahab £19, when he powreth | 


| ſinne of uncleanneſle , or oiverh himtelte to ſp:nd 
all of his time in recreations 3 this 15 evident to the 


—_—_— 
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15 that Paw {aith . that the Swnts tall upon occatlt- 
| 


out himſelfe to vanity , as when a man ſhall give up | 
himſclfe to drink or to company, orto commit any 


— 


— 


wW orld and to his owne conſcience. Againe, when 
be plainely forſaketh God an1 good courſes which 
he tooke before, 2s Demas did, this is plaine, he ly- 
eth in a knowne {1inne. Secon: ily, the ſecret lying 
in ſinne, the fienes whe rcof are theſe. 

1. Whena man committeth it ordinarily : this 


ons : as ifa man be {u! ing into France , atempe Jha 


driverh 111m 1nto S94ine . Torthe Saints face 1s to- 
| gh wards 
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| the very pot it ſelfe wherein it was; ſothey hate 
| them that admoniſh them, even as dogs : but if 
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wards heaven, but a ſuddaine paffion may drive 
them another way. To commit _ ordinarily, is 
to commit it when temptation aſfſaileth, and occafi- 
on is offered, and impediments removed, then hce 
commits the finne ordinarily , for if there were 
ſuch temptations alwayes , hee would commir the 
finnc alwayes : as Pharach was good by firs, he was 
often reſtored , and deſired Moſes to pray for him, 
yet when temptation came, hee would not let the 
people goc, though before he-had intended to do it. 
So Saul,whcn opportunity was offered, would have | 
killed David, though he {wore not to doe it ; and ſo | 

| 


Hazael: this is committing of finnes ordinarily. 
Secondly, When a man rejeeth admonitions, 
and the reprover. A poore childe « better than a fooliſh 
(thatis a rich) King that will no longer be admoniſhed, 
tor then his heart 1s evill: for if a man be willing 
to have his luſkmortified, hee is well pleaſed with 
him that brings him a knife to cut it off, becauſe he 
doth as he would have him to doe : but when men | 
are purpoſed to lye in finne, they doe as a man | 
doth with Phyſick that he loatheth, he haterh even | 


they can endure the company of good men, it is a 
ſt2netheir hearts are good. 

Thirdly, Abſtinence from occaſions: for many 
ſay their infirmities make them runne into ſuch and 
ſuch finnes ; but if they were minded eo leave their 
ſinnes, they would leave their evill company and 
all occaſions. To this adde the uſe of the meanes : 


for hee that purpoſcth to forſake his ſinnes, will = 
| the 


[ 
; 


the Charter of the Goſpel. 


the meancs :- as ifa man that is a drunkard, will 
kcepe drunkards company , hee hath not purpoſed 
to forſake his ſinnes, for then he would forſake and 
leave his evill company : but if hee uſe the meanes 
; for mortifying the ſinnes hee loveth, then it is a 


'ftgne he is willing to leave finne. 
| 
| 
| 


— 


Now the meanes for mortifying finfull luſts in 
us, are theſe. 

Firſt, to make a vow not to commit that finne, 
; nor touch the occaſions, for then it 1s a {igne our 
| hearr is ſincere : this is a comfort to thoſe that have 
' made vowes ; which ſhould be more uſcd, not to 
| make perpetuall vowes, but for ſome ſhort time. 
| Secondly, to faſt and pray, for ſome luſts are 
; not caſt out but by theſe three. 
| Thirdly, to uſe godly mens company , for their 
practiſe and example helps them to forſake their 
| finnes, to faſt and pray. 

Another fignc of not lying in any knowne (in, 1s 
whe a man prayes for admonitions,that Godwould 
ſtirre up ſome to admoniſh him, and can be content 
toſcarch reaſons out of the Scripture againſt it, and 
iS glad when he heares it reproved inthe publique 
miniſtery. 

Fourthly, when we can be content to be deprived 
of many things which might further our luſts, and 
to loath what ſweetneſſe might cnereaſe them, that 
is a {ure {igne that ſinne rules not in us. 

Fifthly , when a man confeſleth his ſfinnes parti- 
cularly, and plainely : for this is a figne hee would | 
forſake them : this reaſon the Scripture doth (how. 
becauſe then the conſcience maketh ſuch a noylc 
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that he cannot denic it ; for when a man 1s p: arpo- 
ſed to continue in ſine, , hee will not gonfetle his 
ſiancs , no not to God : it is ſud whenthey came 
to John B: apt iſt, They confeſſed their fannes, Math. 2.5. 
So David taith, 1 ſoid, I will confeſſe my tran(gr* ſ10ns 
unto the Lord, and thou forgaveſt the zniquity of my ſine, 
Pſal.32.5. | 
Sixthly, When he is cafily convicted : but wacn 
men will not be convicted, bur fceke out diftincti- 
ons to maintaine their inn , Iris a f1zne it is pre- 
valent in them. Ag4ine, w hen they "will not cxa- 
mine both ſides, but runne to commit it, and ſtop 
their carcs like a deafe adder, which refuſeth to _—_ 
woyce of the Charmer, charmehe never ſomiſely, and will 


—_—  —_— 
OC ——_— 


= heare'the realons againſt that finne, leaſt they 
ſhould be reſtrained. Therefore the righteous are 
ſaid to ponder theer wayes, and conſider therr paths. and 
| tO rr y everything, 2nd to rabe that which is good. Now, 
| hee that will but heare reaſons againſt the ſinne he 
dotly, he is none of theſe : bur when he will nor be | 
convinced, which is the fir{t work of the ſpirit, it | 
1s a ſigne he is under the dominion of finne. | 
; Seventhly, when a man abſtainerh from linne | 
not onely out of a naturall con{cience, but out of | 
2 ſpirituall ; for anaturall conſcience may deceive | 
him : for there be three degrees of conſcience: 
Firſt, a prophane man hath ſome conſcience ; Se-. 
condly , 4 civill man hath more conſcience; yer | 
both natural! : Thirdly , a godly man hath molt | 
conſcience. 
Paul ſpeaketh of the heathen , that they had a 
| conſcience thar did accuſe aud excuſe them : but when 
4 man 
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2 man dota not commit ſinne, being enli-brned by 


ertaine defire to doe it (as men eat) thowgh there 


( 


a ſpiritu.Jl conicience, which is whena man hath | 
mn werto the contr ary or ace, and 1s carried with a | 


| WEre 6 ) reward, an bate the finne, and will not 


commit 1t, this 152 good f1onerhat ftnne 112th not 
dominion over him : but a man m ty have a reſtraint 


| 
| 
| 
{ 


from a natur: all c: ont: CIeNCe, Ye t 1t may have domi1- | 


n1on OVCETr [111 n, bcc: aſe 1 it is A4Sa b: arking d ( .099C that | 


\keepes the thee: *© from robbing. 
Eight, ily, when a man 1. Doth not purpoſe to 
' commit the ſinne ; 2.. Hath relu&ancic in the com- 
mitting of it. 3. Grieveth afterwards, and riſeth 
| with a better reſolution not to doe it. Bur if this 
| proceed from a naturall conſcience, it is nothing : 
| but it ir proceed from a ſpirituall conſcience and 
hatred of ſinne, this is a good f1gnc. 
| Ninthly, when after ſtrivi Ing we have the victo- 
ry : for we ſhall havethe y i&tory it we ſtrive aright. 


—*— — 


| This takes away their exculc that ſay it's their in- | 


| firmitie : bur if they lye not in finne, they will 
| have the victory over ir , elſe thou art not a King, 
| for a King 15 victorious ; yet a King may have re- 


| bcls , Yea, he may be w ounled , vet hee kecpes Is | 


| power. $0 the Saints may have m1 ny inftrmities, 
; yea they may h; we ſound falls, yet in the end they 
have the victory ; God ſhall tread Satan under their 
feet : wherefore the Godly mans heart, though hee 
faileth ſometimes , is like a trouble d fountaine, 
which t10ugh it be muddie , yet becauſe there 15 4 
ſpring of grace 1n his heart, it worketh it ſcite pure 
againe, and works out all the mud. Therefore con- 
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tent not your ſelves with diſlike of finne, bur leave 
not till you have got the victory. 

Tenthly , Obſerve whether thou delighteſt in 
thoſe that commir the ſame ſinnes : if you doe, you 
lye in finne , - whatſoever you pretend, They doe pot | 
onely thoſe things, but have pleaſure in thoſe that doe them, | 
Rom. 1.lt. This is a ſigne of a deſperate heart, For | 
a man may be drawne to finne by paſſion, yet his 
heart may be upright: but when hee allowerh and 
loveth it in another, then there is no paſſion to lead 
him, bur it's a ſigne his heart is bent to it: forit's 
a ſigne of grace when you love thoſe that excell in 
orace ; ſo on the contrary it's a ſigne of a corrupt 
and rotten heart , when wee rejoyce in miguity. As 
for example, ſuppoſe a man have a luſt of unclean- 
neſle, yet diſliketh it in another, and liketh thoſe 
that excell inthe contrary vertue, it's a figne hee is 
ina good eſtate; and this is true, becauſe in ano- 
ther a man hath no paſſion to lead him away. 

Eleventhly , when a man ſhall commit a ſinne 
cleane to the contrary after perſwafion, and long 
deliberation, as in Jeroboam, Saul, and Ahab, theſc 
committed their finnes but once or twice : Saul 
had a commandemecat from Sameel not to doe it, he 
had many daycs deliberation upon it, yet hee did , 
which loſt him his ſoule, David commuted greater 
finnes, yet God counted them nothing, becauſe he 
did not caſt God away : but Saul had caſt him oft, 
ſo Jeroboam ſet up the calte on deliberation , and 
contrary to the perſwaſion of the Prophet, there- 
fore God caſt him off. This was Balams ſinne, who 


deliberated what he ſhould doe, yet having a ſecret 
defire | 


— — 


yo 
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deſire of reward, did curſe Iſrael; which made 
God caſt him off: this was the fin of Francis Spira, 
who was ſmitten for committing of a ſinne of de- 
liberation, 

Twelfthly and laſtly , when a man ſhall make 
no conſcience of ſmall particular ſinnes , wherein 
his judgement is convicted that they are ſinnes, it's 
a figne ſinne hath dominion over him: this is plaine 
by Script-ire ; He that # not fauhfull im the greateſt, he | 
may doe it, yet not be faithfull. Againe by reaſon, 
ita ſmall ſinne bea finne againſt God, then why 
make you no conſcience of the leaſt 2 for God is 
offended with theſe as well as with the greateſt : 
loif ye make conſcience of the greateſt of the du- 
tics of Gods worſhip, why doc you notalſo of the 
leaſt duties 2 for Gods oleaſed with theſe,as well | 
as with the other. Some ſay they will be religious, | 
but they need not be ſo preciſe as ſome ſcrupulous | 
men are : but let them examine themſelves : if the 
leaſt ſinnes be ſinnes , they muſt allo make conſci- | 
ence of them : ſo if we muſt keepe an houre of the 
Sabborth, there is the ſame reaſon of the reſt of the 
houres ; ſo for idle ſpeeches, and faſhioning of our 
ſelyes to the world; ſo if we ſ{ecke. for preterment 
or riches, it is contrary to the commandement of 
God: ſeeke not to be rich, for they that nil be rich, 
dromne themſelves in perdition and deftruftion : lo wee 
muſt not keepe company with evill and unſantified 
men: examine how wee practiſe this in all duties 
commanded , let us try our ſelves by abſtaining 
from occaſions , whether wee refraine our ſelves 


from the temptations of objects ; for our m_ 
mu 
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| but renew our ſtrength againe, and inthe end wee | 


| 


| 
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mult be gracious, not by nts, but alw: Iycs ; {o we 
muſt be diligent i in our Callings : if out of conſci- 
ence we doe this, we are fairhfull : otherwiſe wee 
for the ſame God which commanded us 
not to kill, commanded us not to commit adultery : 
if then thou commitreſt adultery, thou offtendeſt 
God: ſo Moſes would not leave an hoofe behind 
him in Egypt, becauſe od commanded him fo to 
doe. Know you not that 10 unrighteom man ſhall inherit 
the Kingdome of God > 1 Cor. 6.9. So it wee abſtaine 
from foulc finnes, yet if we commit the leaſt, wee 
ſhall never goe to heaven. 

It ſerves for encouragement for fearefull Chri- 
ftians : for if ſinne ſhall not have dominion ove 
you, 


_ — 


then this may encour: 1ge YOu againſt the = 0.1 


that prevaileth againſt you ſomctimes - atlaſt you | 


ſhall have the victory : it is true that many ſinnes 
make warre againſt many Chrilttans, and will nor 
be overcome for a long time, it may be for one. 
two, or three yearcs ; Y et Ict us not be diſcour aged, 


| ſhall have the v iQory. 

Thirdly, we have here the priviledge of Chriſti- 
ans; for though they be ſervants while others be 
| Princes , yet they are free in regard of their luſts, 
To ſee a man led to his execution, wee would not 
think it were for his honour ; ſo when ungodly 
men thrive in their worldy luſts, their {oules are led 
to deſtruction, when ſinne 11) all have no dominion 
over the godly ; bur the ambitious and voluptuous 
| men doe whatſoever their Juſts command them, 
with a miſcrable bondage. 
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Ir is not enough for men to ſee their finnes, or to 
| blame them in themſelves, or to purpoſe to amend 
| or forſake them , but they mult ſtrive to overcome 
'them , or elſe they ſhall have no promiſe of the 
| Goſpel apply'd unto them. Phavaoh was a wicked 
man, yet with heart he purpoſed to let the children 
of Iſrael goe ; but when ſome temptation aſſaulred 
him, then he would nor let them goe : ſo Saul pur- 


poſed in his heart not to kill David, inſomuch that | 
he ſware to Jonathan he would not doe it; yet af- | 
terward he attempted it upon another temptation : 


but wee muſt come to feele that ſinne hath no do- 
minion over us, otherwiſe we ſhall heare that ſen- 
tence , Depart from mee ye wicked imo everlaſting fire | 
and, Out of thy onne momh I will adjudge thee, O thou 
wicked ſervant, 

And ſo much may be ſufhcient for the unfolding 
the firſt point of doctrine ; proceed wee to a ſecond 
which flowes from hence alſo, and t'at is this, viz, 
| That ſine although it doe not reigne mm the Saims, yet 
doth remaine and dwell in them: tor preote whereof 
ſee this place of Scripture , If any man thinketh (ſaith 
Saint John) that he hath no ſinne, hee ts 4 lyer , and there 
i notruth inhim. The truth whereof will be ſeene 
in theſe things clearely. 

1» Becauſe our knowledge is imperfedt , and 
therefore every grace is imperfect, as our faith,an ! 
{> ourlove ; and therefore much finne muſt be in 
4 man, in as much as his grace is not pertedt. 

2. Thefleſh luſteth againſt the ſpirit; therefore 
it is plaine there is ſinne in us, yea ſo much that ot- 


ten times it even captiyateth us, 
D 3. Wee | 
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*2. Wee have in this life but the firſt-fruirs of 
the ſpirit: now when wee ſhall haveir in fulneſle, 
we ſhall have no more than enough ; therefore ha- 
ving now but the firſt-fruits of the ſpirit , Mortih- 
cation , and SanGtification , ſinne is not wholly 
abolithed in the Saints in this life , bnt doth dwell 
inthem. The reaſons hereof are, 

x. To humble us, and to make us ſee what is in 
our hearts, and to make us know that the Lord 
bringeth us to the holy Land ; therfore God ſome- 
times left the Iſraclites to try them, and ſo hee 
troubled Hezechiah to know what was in his heart ; 
and ſo he ſcnta Meſſenger of Satanto buffet S. Paul, 
leſt hee ſhould be exalted above meaſure through 
aboundance of Revelations ; and ſo the Lord doth 
deale with every Saint, 

2. That Chriſt may be acknowledged , for if 
wee had no finne in us, we ſhould not acknowledge 
the benefits of his mediation ſ9 much as now wee 
| doe : All are ſhut up wander ſinne, that be might have mer- 

cie upon all, Rom. 3.9. 11.32. that is, that it might 

| be manifeſted and declared, that they are faved 
meerely by the mercic of God in Chriſt, as is ſaid, 
Roys.3.26, Otherwiſe wee ſhould not rightly value 
our juſtification and ſanCtification z but ſeeing him 
ſubduing, pardoning our ſinnes, wee ſce what need 
we have of him, how that we are loſt without him. 
3+ That wee might excerciſe our faith, 1 7oh.3.2. 
wee are the ſonnes of God , but it doth not yet appeare what 


| weeſhall be,&e. So God hath hid his children under 


bafeneſſe , that their faith might be*exerciſed : for 


things we ſee, we may eaſily beleeve, bur faith 
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of things no: ſeexe : therefore God doth as men doe, 
hide Jewels under baſe places , where men would 
looke leaſt for them : wherefore wicked men 
ſtumble, and are offended at this, becauſe they doe 
not belceve itz and therefore it is made an article 
of our faith, that we need and beleeve the remiſſion 
and forgiveneſle of fines. Bur let us apply it. 

1.” This ſhould teach us not to be : 7 ns WP ſe . 
for thoſe infirmities that are in us, for there are 
ſuch in every Saint. Sinne is agueſt to evill men, 
but atheefe to the godly , which they would nor 
have come in their hearts: ſo it is one thing to 
weare a chaine as an ornament, and another as a 
fetter to reſtraine them : therefore the godly ought 
not to be diſcouraged, but to aſſurethemſelves they 
are under grace, 

2. Wee muſt nut cenſure men for the ſlips and | Woe » 
falls wee ſee in them: for wee muſt remember | 7 
that ſinne dwelleth in them, we muſt not preſently 
judge them to be hypocrites : Be not many maſtery, 
ſaith S. Fares, that is,cenſure him not, for he flanderh 
or falleth to his owne Maſter. Rom, 1 4.4. 

3. This ſhould teach us to be watchfull,and not Fe 3. 
to think'our labour is 2t an end when we are in the 
ſtate of grace; for ſinne (till dwelleth in us, and | 
though we have the victory over ſinne one day, it 
will fight againſt us the next day : as ina garden 
the weeds will grow, becauſe the roots are not | 
quite plucked up, and taken away ; ſo ſinne is inus, 
and therefore we muſt think it will fight againſt us 
and vex us; and therefore I ſay , let us renue our 


ſtrength, 


D 2 Now | 
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Now for this, ce SSec weaken finne, 


muſt doe thele<4Sccondly, pray to God to make 
two things. us watchtull, 
And ſol have alſo done with the ſecond doQtrine, 
Againe, from the latter part of theſe words, or rea- 
{on of the promiſe made unto them inthe former 
part of this verſe, that ſinne ſhall not have dominion 


over them,is, becauſe they are not wnder the Lan,but un- 
der grace, that is, they had aſſurance of Gods love, 
and that their ſinne is forgiven them : this is proved 
from that, Faith purrficth the heart ; and, You repent and 
beleeve the Goſpel. 
"4 the reaſons hereof are theſe foure eſpect- 
ally, 
4 Becauſe it is the meanes to get the ſpirit, with- 
out which no finne is forgiven, which commeth by 
| Faith ; forit is not recieved by the law, for ſo ſaith 
the Apoſtle , Recezved you the ſptrir by the norks of the 


— 
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law, or by the hearing of fauh > Gal.3. 2. 

Secondly, it is the way to make us beleeve the 
promiſes, to make us beleeve that wee are tran{- 
formed into a heavenly nature: for when wee'be- 
leeve the promiſes are true , that works love in us, 
and love transformeth us into the divine nature, 
without which no ſinne is overcome. 

Thirdly , becauſe hereby wee are able to reſiſt 
the tentations, which are either for the enjoying of 


over ther, becauſe they are not under the Lan, but under | 
grace: I gather this concluſion, viz, That the way ro | 
overcome finne , 185 10 get aſſurance of the love and grace of | 
God, and ihat it is forgiven them : the reaſon why the | 
Apoſtle promiſes them ſinne ſhall not have dominion | 
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g00d, or flecing of evill; ſo that theſe promiſes 
propound more good than finne can harme : finne 
threatned the Joffe of outward things, but the pro- 
miſes propound cternall life , which is better than 
all things elſe in the world, 

Fourthly, becauſe we doe delight in God : for 
when wee doe beleeve in God that our finnes are 
torgiven us in Chriſt, then we looke at God as on a 
mercifull Father , and then wee ceaſe to delight in 
the world,and we begin to delight our ſelves inthe 
Lord, 

The uſe hereof is, firſt, for direftion, to teach us | Yſe x, 

the way how to heale a finne, and thar is to get al- | 
{urance thar it is pardoned and forgiven) tor legall 
terrours doe not healea finne, but it is faith that pu- | 
rifies the heart,and purifying pacifies it: As a Tray- 
tor will not come in, when hee heares a proclama- 
tion out for his death; but when he heares he ſhall 
live, and be pardoned, this makes him to come in: , 
ſo we, when wee onely fix our eyes upon the [-zall 
terrours, ſhall not heale our ſinnes ; but when wee 
beleeve they are pardoned, this heales them. 
But ſorrow and a broken heart are required for | O5jeF. 
Gianers to be a{ſured of their forgiveneſle, 
This ſorrow is not ſo much commanded, but it | qyſw, 
is that whereby God prepareth his ſervants hearts, 
to make them ſee what need they have of pardon, 
and ſo they may ask pardon: but the ſorrow com- 
manded is that which followes belicfe, for the 
more I belezve the promiſes, the more I ſhal grieve 
for diſpleaſing him, 


But what is the way to get aſſurance of the for- Oueſt, 
D 3 oiveneſle 
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givencſlc of our finnes may ſome ſay. 
done which is to be done 
on our part, 
beleeved whichGod hath 
| promiſed. 
Firſt, The things to be done on our part,are theſe: 

1. Confeſſion plaincly and truly : we muſt con- 
teſſe them to God,and to man, when we our ſclves 
cannot overcome them. 

2. Contrition; which is when a man is not ſtub- 
borne, and refiſteth Gods will,and will pleaſe him- 
ſclfe ; to get his heart broken, and to ſay as S. Paul 
ſaith, Lord, what wilt thes have mee to doe > and then 
we are ſubje@ro his will. To him will I looke that is 
of a contrite heart, 

3- Deſcrtion, or forſaking of finne : for, Hethar 
forſakerh not bis ſinnes, ſhall nor proſper ; which is when 
we having the like occaſions, yet will not give way 
to him, but follow our owne luſts. 

Secondly , That that be beleeved which God 
hath promiſed z and that is, that as hee hath ſaid, 
He will forgive our ſinnes, upon ſuch and ſuch condi- 
tions, ſo we beleeve it. And to make us to doe this, 
theſe motions may perſwade us, 

1. Becauſc he is mercifull ; in whoſe mercy there 
are three things, all very materiall and moving. 

x. Itis naturall to him ,. hee is not weary of 
ſhewing mercy : as the eye is not weary of ſeeing, 
nor the care of hearing, no more is God in ſhewing 
mercie: but inus itis not naturall, but an infuſed 
quality , and therefore wee are weary when men 


I anſwer, That that b 


pave us often. 
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2. His mercy is infinite, but in men it is not ſo : 
therefore come within compaſle of this quality, 
land hee will exerciſe it, for no ſinne is beyond 
| Gods mercy : this keepeth us from deſpaire : for 
though they be great, yet God is able to forgive 
them. As the raine watercth as well the great 
held asthe little garden, and as the Sunne ſhines as 
well on mountaines as on Molchills , and as it 
diſperſeth the thick: miſt as well as the leaſt thinne 
cloud, ſo doth Gods mercy paſle by great ſinnes as 
well as little, 


with circumſtances, and often committed, then we | 
cannot imagine that God will forgive us. This is 
anſwered by the Prophet Iſaiah, God is more mer- | 
cifull than man can be finfull , he is more mercitull | 


your thoughts as the beaven 1s above the earth, 

3. Weſee much mercy in men, an inthe mo- 
| ther of a childe: now, it is but as a drop out of the 
*| ocean of Gods mercy, but as a ſpark to the whole 
element of fire, 1f 5ou being exill, can grue good thengs 
to your children , how much more ſhall your heavenly Fa- 
ther,&c. See what the Scripture faith , / am merce- 
full, forgiving iniquity, tranſgre ſion and ſume : the firlt 
word Ponies originall finne, the ſecond aCtuall, 
the third rebellion, all which God<an forgive. 

Secondly , becauſe it is the end of Chriſts com- 
ming into the world : now, no man will doe any 
thing , eſp=cially ſo great a matter as to kill him- 
ſelfe, for no end: Chriſt then dyed. for the for- 


Wks of finnes. This S. Pawl urgeth.: the my 
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Bur if our ſinnes be exceeding great, aggravated | 0bjcA, 
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than we can imagine : Ay thoughts aye as much above | 1hy 55 9. 
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of Chriſts comming was to ſave ſorners , otherwiſe 
the crofle of Chriſt had beene of none cfte&t, and 
his mediation of no uſe, if men did not commit 
ſinnes, or if God thould not forgive them : there- 
fore God muſt needs be ready to torgive. | 

Thirdly , becauſe God beſeecheth us to be re- | 
conciled unto him through Chriſt : now, it God 
doth this, if wee ſecke carneſtly, hee will heare us. 
The Prodigall being willing to come home to his 
Father, he met him, and reccived him joytully : ſo 
doth God, hee chargeth his Miniſters to compell 
mento come in, that 1s, to preach Gods mercy,that 
he will forgive their {innes; and therefore the moſt 
acceptable action toGod is to bring a ſinner to him, 

Fourthly, the charge laid on us to beleeve: wee 
are charged on the paine of death to belceve , and 
| therefore it is molt profitable for us,and moſt plea- 
ſing to him : hee takes it wel at our hands that wee 
ſhould belceve, and by the hand of faith lay hold 
on him , which hee would not doe it he were not 
ready to forgive. 

Fifthly, from the examples of others ; ler us ſee 
what God hath done for them , and it will make us 
beleeve : he forgave Manafſes as well as Joſhua, he 
pardoned Mary Magdalen as well as Elizabeth, and 
Paul as well as Peter : he hath forgiven the greateſt 
ſinnes as well as the leaſt, and he will alſo deale fo 
with us. 

Sixthly, fromthe effects of it which are theſe, 

1. Itglorificth God much: Abraham belceved, 
and glorifked God much : for the greater the (in- 
ner is, the more honour is givento God : as the | 


Phyſitian | 
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Phyfitian hath the greateſt glory by curinz the 
orcatet wound : ſo God hath the greateſt glory by 
forgiving the greateſt ſins, which. wound the ſoul. 
evento death. 

2, It moveth us to love God the more. Mary 
| loved much, becauſe much was forgiven her. 
| 
| 
| 


3. It mollifies the mot! ; it caufeth them to re- 

lent, and weepe much more. This is plaine by that 

| place, where it is ſaid, that when God forgave the 

| #reateſt ſinnes, then they mourned and lamented, 
as in thoſe Convetts, A#.2.37. 

4+ Ir purifics the heart : for no man lookes to 
keepe his heart pure, untill hee be aſlured of the 
forgiveneſle of his ſinnes , for till then hee cannot 
looke on God as on a Father : but onthe contrary, 
when the ſinne is not forgiven, God loſcth the 
glory of being a Father, and the glory of his truth, 
and of his mercy z and that hardens the heart from 
relenting. 

Seventhly, trom the price which was payed,and 
which no ſinne can goe beyond : indeed, if Chriſt 
had payed bur a finite price , wee might feare that 
our {innes ſhould not be forgiven. It a man were 1n 
debt two thouſand pound, and there were but one 
p1y'd, hee might be diſcouraged: bur when there 
15 infinitely more pay”'-! than the debr is, this ſhould 
make us belceve our ſinnes are forgiven us whatſo- 
ever they be, ſecinz they be all bur finite. 

Eighthly,from the tenour of thePromiſes, which 
procl. ime that they that beleeve and repent, and 
forſake their finnes, hall finde pardon tor them : 


as a King that proclaimes that all traytors and re- 
E bels 
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bels ſhall be pardoned if they would lay downe 
their weapons. Now, Non eſt excipiendum ubi lex 
'non excipic, There is no exception to be made where | 
the law makes none, God 1aith, yea tacretore hath | 
{1d an ſworne it, that he will toro1ive our finnes | 

| 


Þ, 
th.t we may beleeve it, 
| But I have committed the ſinne off, 

Yct God will forgive tace. Though thou haſt oft 
commited whoredome, yer I nll forgrue thee, if thou turne 
uno me, laith the Lord,by the Prophet,of the houſe 
of Ilr.cl,Fer.3.1. 

Hence then (to make ſome uſe of jt) wee may 
learne nut to deceive our ſelves, to think we are in 
rhe {tate of grace; when we are not : for if wee did 
truly beleeve our finnes are forgiven us, wee would 
be healed : but if we have the fame luſts,and keepe 
rhe ſame company , which we did when wee were 
not changed, it is a meere deluſion, whatſoever we 
| {1y or think. 

And thus much for the third point too : there 
yet remaines one more, wherewith -wee will cor 
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| clude the whole text ;, and that we may draw from 
| th2 contrary to what the Apoſtle here ſaith ; and 
| in ieedir is zmplyed, though not expreſt : for if in 
' haveno dominion over them that are not under the 
law, but under grace: then on the other fide muſt it 
needs be 2s true, That Whoſorver ts under the law, ſinne 
hath dominion over ham, that is , Hee that refrain-rh 
linne onely for feare of the Jaw,and of judgements, 
ſinne hath dominion over him : this is the caſe of 
them that refraine ſinning onely for feare , and for 
the ſalvation of their ſoules, or for educations ſike, 

which 
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which have beene brought up in good families, or 
| ſuch as repent upon ſome amazement, like the bul- 
ruſhes which hang downetheir heads onely while 
the ſhower laſts, And that, 

F 1r{t, becauſe all ſuch as are not under grace, but 
unJer the law, have not received the ſpirit, which 
commeth by hearing the Goſpell: and no creature 
can change one creature into another , as lead into 
gold , ora Wolte into a Lamb , unlefle it be by 
Gods ſpirit. 

Secun:ily, to ſuch Gods ſervice is burthenſome; 
and violent motious laſt not long : they are weary 
in clamberins up an hill : all gaturall motions are 
{wiftcr at the laſt than at the firſt ; but theſe are 
like the Iſrae ires, who after a time would have re- 
turned into eZ pr againe. 

Now then, to end all with the time, let us 1, Be 
exhorted not to abſtaine from any {inne for feare of 
puniſhment , but conſider whether thou wouldeſt 
ſerve God for Gods ſake, although there were nei- 
ther heaven nor hell : it muſt be our meat and drink, 
which men would doe though there were no pu- 
niſhment for the omiſſion of it. Bleſſed is bee that 
hungreth and thir ſeth after righteouſneſſe. 

2. Hence wee may learne not to deferre repen- 
tance till death, ſicknefle, crofles, or age comes : 
then it may be you would not finne , though with 
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Balaam vou had your houſe full of gold and filver : 
for it's not the abſtinence from ſinne that God lo- 
veth, but the change of the heart, Amazzabs heart 


| David, There are menthat have made a covenant | 


was not right though he walked in all thc wayes of 
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with hell and death ; but God will diſanull that 
covenant, or it will be but cquivocall; many have 
{worne in their ficknefle never to commit ſinne 
again, which afterward they have commitred again 
with greedinefle ; many have dyed in the fame 
without repentance. 

3- Labour to ſee your ſelves doing duties with 
as much love 2s youcan, an1 with as little feare, 
becauſe perfett love caſteth out feare. And ſo (be- 
loved) I have given you a bricfe ſurvay of the ſe- 

verall points contained in this-portion of holy 

Scripture : wherefore, if you know 
theſe things,happy are yec 


if yee doe them, 
* x 


4 


—————- 


_ rr lm. — 


_— 


—_— —_— -” 


TH. s 


DEFORMED 


' FORME OF 4A FOR. 
| MALL PROFESSION: | 
| O R, 

| The deſcription of a true and falſe 


| Chriſtian, cither exculing, or accuſing him, to: 
his pious, or pretended converſation : 
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Shewing that there is a powerfull godlineſſe neceſſary 


to ſalvation, and that many have the for-ze, but ro: 
the powey thereof, 


In handling whereof, | 
Theſe three things are plainly 1. hat godlineſle 7-. 
and powerfully explained and42. What the power of it 1s, 
applyed. 3+ What be the reaſons why ſome have 
but the forme thereof : tegether-with the meanes and marks, both how to 
attaine, and to try our (elves whether we have the power thereof or not, 


S —— OO” — 


By that late faichfull and worthy Miniſter of Teſus | 
| Chriſt, ] © yn PrESTO N, Doctor in Divinity, Chap- 
| Jaine in Ordinary to his Majcſtie, Maſter of Emanue]I 
Colledge in Cambridge, and fometimes Preacher 
| of Lincolnes Innc. 
Not every one that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the king - 
dome of Heaven, but hee that doth the will of my Father which is in Hea- 


ven, Math. 7.21, | | | 
| Pure religion , and undefiled before God and the Father, is this, to vL/rt | 
the fatherleſſe and widowes wa their a fliAions, aud ro keepe limſelfe unſpots | 
red of the world, James 1. 27. 
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Having a forme of godlineſſe , but 
denying the power thereof. 


AP Apoſtle S. Paul doth in 
theſe words eIVE us a part of l 
deſcription of wicked men in 
4 the latter times: & he bringerh 
them in by way of prevention 
or obje&ion, or an{wer to an 
objection, as if ſome ſhould 
wonder that there ſhould be 
ſuch kinde of perſons in the Church, as hee in 
the former verles had deſcribed , Covetows, boaſters. 
proud, Llaſphemers , diſobe”zent 10 Parents, unt ankfull, 
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unholy,O'c. doe theſe live as the Chu rch do s 2 Doe 
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theſe retaine the Sacraments, and the like « Yes, 
{21 ith | 
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What godlt- 
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ſairh the Apoſtle , they doe, wee cannot deniett, only 
this , They have a forme of godlaneſſe, but &c. So thar 
the point of dodtrine arifing from hence , doth 
plainly appearc even at tie firlt fight to be this, v4z, 
That chere is a powerfull godlineſſe neceſſary to ſalvation, 
and that many hace bm the forme , not the powe: 
thereof. 


1, What godlineſſe is. 


2, What the power 
Now, there be three thing: Wha powe 


thercot 1s, 
>, The reaſons why 
many have no more 
but the form therof, 
For the firſt , that you may the better conceive 
what Godlineſſe is, 1 will firſt ſhew you what it | 
1s NOt. | 
Firſt then, it is not bare nature ; but that-godlineſſe | 
which God requireth of all men, is more then ſo. 
God indeed hath commanded nature, yea even cor- 
rupt nature, to bring forth many fruits of gedlzneſſe, 
| as much abſtinence trom pleature , much patience, 
| much temperance, and ſuch like, which are all ve- 
| ry beautifull in their owne Spheres , but becauſe 
| they come not from God, nor his Spirit of ſanctifi- 
| cation, or becauſe they have no reſpe& of God, 
thercfore they are not godlineſſe, neither doth God 
| regard them, 
| Secondly, it is not the act of religion proceeding 
| from ſelfe-love, though oftered to God, in regard 
' that men ſee that God is the governour of the 
| world, that he hath the keyes of heaven and earth, 
| and men may doc much to God for ſuch reſpects, 
| uſing 


tro be explained in openin< 
of tlus doctrine, to ſhew 
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uſing him as a bridge to get to heaven by , making | 


themſelves their utmoſt ends : and therefore this is 
not godlineſſe : but what is it then, you will ſay 2 
Thirdly,it is a divine grace infuſed into the ſoule : 


by God, whereby a man followes God,loves him, | 
magnifies him , ſets him up in his heart above all, | 
and manifeſteth this in his life , and the whole | 
courſe of it, doing all for him and to him : and it is 
thus wrought ; When the creature comes to ſee no 
beauty in-himſelfe, and no help'in himſclfe: and fith 
God is full of all beauty, and all excellencie,and all 
power, able ro anſwer our defires in every thing, 
when he comes to ſee and conſider this, then he be- 
gins to ſet up God in his heart , as the Jvy having 
no root, cleaves faſter to the tree, ſo likewiſe doth 
he only to God, ſeeing that hee cannot ſubſiſt of 
himſelfe ; and when hee comes to ſee that hee de- 
pends on him for all things, he will doe all things 
tor him, becauſe all are from him : whereas before, 
ſecing ſomething in himſelte , hee magnified him- 
ſelfe , and ſo withdrew himſelfe and his heart 
from God. And ſo I come to the next particu- 
lar,vzz, 

What is meant by the power of godlineſſe: and 
for that, you ſhall know there is a godlineſſe, which 


is not only in words and complements, bur in deed 
and truth ; for it not only puts upon a man a waſhie 
colour of perfeion, but dyes his heart in graine in 
holineſſe ; and it differs from the other in five; 
things. 

Firſt, Tt is done in the Poney , when it is not the 


bare picture, where there are not only the outward 
F lineamcents | 
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lincaments of nature, but when thereis life in it. 
and that you ſhall know whena man nceds nor to | 
be called on to good dutics , but there is a naturall | 
principle of life in him, wherby he doth them with 
facility and conſtancie, as naturall actions of life : 
when likewiſe he doth grow inthem ; for where 
there is life , there is alſo growth; and when hee 
doth likewiſe defire that which may feed it, as the 
meanes which may ſtrengthen him in the doing of 
it; aSifa man have lite, he deſtreth meat and leep 
and when as there 15 lite, then the works that come 
from a man, are not dead works, and then you have 
the power of godlineſle, it is not a faſhion only, 
Secondly, Ir is not true, but counterfeit, when it 
is like the true, but not the ſame, but wants ſome 
particular property thatis to be found inthe true , 
as that which is counterfeit Balſame, which is like 
the true, but wants the power of healing, and ſo 
likewiſe a counterfeit drug, and a counterfeit jewel, 
which wants that property which the true hath : 
and the want of this you ſhall finde in the uſe, and 
in the wearing : As a rotten bow is found to be 
rotten when the arrow is drawne to the head, ſo if 
a mans godline{ be countertcit, and hee unſound, it 
will be diſcovered in the wearing , or in ſome par- 
ticular caſewhen he is put to it,or tried, A Jeweller 
will finde out the property ofa Jewell, but an ordi- 
nary man cannnot doe it,but by uſe & the wearing. 
To inſtance in ſome particular parts of godlinef, the 
love of God, if it be true,hath theſe properties,that 
a man loves the brethren ; for how canſt thou love 
an immateriall holineſle in God, if thou loveſt nor 
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| fortaking of Chriſt by faith, every man beleeveth 
| he doth ſo, but our Saviour Chriſt trieth it by this, 
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; faith, that that which is predominant inthe heart, 
the mouth will be full of: ſo for keeping of the 


| but fleſh and blood, and what will you have meto } 
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that holineſle which is ſtampt upon the creatur®© 
like thy ſelfe 2 ſo likewiſe reRitude and upright- 
nefle of heart, try it by this property, which our 
Saviour Chriſt makes of it, graciow ſpeeches , Chriſt 


— 


commandements, if in truth they have this proper- 
ty, that they be not grievous , they will doe them 
with a naturall delight, and inward willingneſſe: ſo 


Goe ſell all that thou haſt , and thou ſhalt have treaſure in 
heaven: 8 {o mayeſt thou try thy ſelf when thou art 
put to it by loſſe of goods,or credit,or otherwiſe. 
Thirdly, Iris in the power, when it is ſtrong and 
not weake, whena man hath power and ſtrength 
in doing good duties : and hereby many are diſco- | 
vered, who have good purpoſes only,which though 
they be hearty in them for a time, yet they want 
power and'ſtrength; and this is the caſe of many | 
which be in the Church, who though they have } 
the knowledge of the word of God, and approve | 
the truth in their conſciences, deſiring to be ſa- | 
ved by the practiſe of it , and ſo take up many 
good Fane wy which yet come to nothing, be- | 
cauſe they want power and ſtrength, Conſider 
therefore if thou haſt power and {trength to per- 
forme thy purpoſes, and then thou haft the power 
of godlineſle but not elſe. Many will ſay, I am 


: 


doe ? now here wants the power, as you may {ce in 


the fifth Chapter of Deuteronomy, from the 7. verle | 
F 2 to 
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tothe 29, the peoplethere ſaid to Moſes, That what 
the Lord ſhoul4 ſpeake to him,they nould doe it , they ſaid 
then what they thought, and what they meant and 
minded, and the Lor4 ſaith of them , O that there 
were ſuch an heart in them, that they would feare me, and 
keepe my commandements,@c. They wanted the power, | 
though they had good purpoles. 

Fourthly, It thou wouldeſt know whether thy 
godlineſſe be in the porey or no, ſce whether thou | 


haft not only the ſhaddow of it, but the ſubſtance, | 


| for there is a ſhaddow with the ſubſtance: as if thou | 


| pray, there is a formall doing of it, which is as the | 
| ſhaddow ; butto pray inthe holy Ghoſt, not in the | 
| voyce of thy owne ſpirit, but out of Gods owne | 
| ſpirit; not out of memory or wit, but out of thy 
| heart , and that an heart ſancifed by the Spirit of | 
; adoption; this is the ſubſtance. And ſo ry heare 
for knowledge onely , that is the ſhaddow ; bur 
to heare for pratiſe, that is the ſubſtance : And 
ſo againe, for us to preach the Goſpel, to doe it be- 
caule neceſſary it laid upon ws, and there's a noe denoun 
| ced againſt we if we doe it not, as ſaith our Apoſtle of 
| himſelfe, there is the ſhaddow , But to preach ni h 
| power, and awhority, and not as the Scribes and Phariſes, 
with the enticing words of mans miſeaome , this is the 
ſubſtance. 

Fifthly and finally, Tt is in the power when a man 
gocth thorough the work: a thing is ſaid to be in 
the power when it is effetuall, when a man bringeth 

; it toanend, and doth it not by halves : ſo ſome be- 
 ginindeed, but then they leave the work inthe ru- 
| diments : but ifa man have the power, hee will 
| break | 


OY 
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break through all difficulties, hee will leap: over 
all till he hath wrought 9ut his ſalvation with feare and 
(erembling, 

And thus having diſpatcht the two former parti- 
culars, I haſten to the rbzrd and laſt of the premiſes, 
[V12, The reaſons why ſome have but the forme, and 


| 


[nor the power : and they are eſpecially theſe. 
| Firſt, becauſe the forme is moſt caſte, but the 
power is a matter of more difficulty : for the former 
it doth not call upon a man to cut off his rght hand, 
to pluck out his right eze, and to denie hamſelfe in 
things n-arcſt and deareſt unto him, as the poney 
doth ; for it requires a man ſhould ,take paines in | 

ood duties , and goe through them , not to omit | 
or {light the leaſt of them in the leaſt meaſure that | 
may be, orto lie in knowne ſinnes; and farther, it | 
requires a man ſhould doe this from day to day, 
and that when it croſſes the fleſh:moſt : this is an | 
hard ſaying , and cauſed many that they would no | 
longer abide with Chriſt ; they were willing to 0- 
bey the forme,but not the power. 

Secondly, becauſe this pewey breeds hatred and | 
oppoſition in the world, and the world will crofle 
it againe: now then, when a man may tetaine the 
forme, and hold in with the world, a man may be 
of the world ſtill, and the world will love his own: 
whereas the power makes men Antipodes to all the 
world; this makes many care for no more but the 
forme. Fit for this purpoſe is thar place, Y1/a. 2. 12. 
where the ungodly ſay of the righteous. on this 
| wiſe, Theſe mens lrves aye contrary t0 0urs, and their do. 


| ings reprove our thoughts , therefore let us oppreſſe them : | 


3 and | 


| 
[ many men 
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{ would doe more than he needs muſt ?2 


— 


and Chriſttells us we mult look tor no other, ſay- 
ing, Fe ſhalt be hated cf all men for his names ſake, and 
it 15 no caſte matter to have all men in contention 
with us : this then is another reaſon hereof, 

Thirdly , becaulc it is enough to ſerve a mans 
turne for his unregenerate ends: for men having a 
naturall conſcience , whereof they muſt ſtop the 
mouth, and it being injudicious, and not able to 
judge of the powey of godlineff, they are ſatisfied with 
the ,forme : as when Children are wayward and 
wrangling , becauſe wee know they are not judici- 
ous, we give them Nutts, not gold or ſilver to ſtill 
them, and it ſerves their turnes as well, ſo is it here 
inthe naturall conſcience, it doth judge the forme 
to be enough to carry a man to heaven, and who 


Fourthly, becauſe if men have but the forme of 
godlineſs, Satan troubles them nort,nor the fleſh : but 
when men labour for the porey of godlineſſe, and goc 
on any further than the forme, then Satan (knowing 
this will bring them to heaven) hath the power of 
hell againſt them , and hee keepes a great buſleling 
with them to hinder them what hee can: and ſo 
doth the fleſh too; but it will not reſiſt the fore, for 
that will ſtand with a mans luſts z bur if hee be di- 
vided againſt himſelfe, hee cannot endure it ; as to 
denie a friend or a ſtranger, if he be importunate, is 
a hard matter; /but to denic a mans wife that lyes in 
his boſome, if ſhee be carneſt, is more difficult ; but 
to denie a mans ſelfe when he is importunate with 
himſelfe, is moſt difficult; and yet this you muſt 
doe, if you have the power of it. Now to denic the 


| =: _ power 


pens 


power of it, is when it is laid opento men and offe- 
red, and they with ſtubbornneſſe of will reſiſt and 
denie it, | 
And ſo much for the opening of the words: now * 
for the folding of them up againe , and firſt from | 
the firſt, what godlineſf is, | 
Let us learn* not to deccive our ſelves, for itis | pſe x, 
not (as Itold you) naturall or morall vertues only, | 
no nor the doing of the actions of religion, a man | 
making himſclfe his utmoſt ends thereof: content | 
not your ſelves therefore with any thing thar is not | 
godlineſle : let mee ſpeake unto you as Peter to the | 
diſperſed brethren, where afterthat he had recko- | 
ned up many vertues, patience, knowledge, remperance, | 
@*. he bids them add to all theſe godlzneſs, as it hee | 
had ſaid, all the reſt are not availeable unleſſe you 
have godlaneſ{alſo : ſee therefore that all theſc be 
godlinefi, that is, that they all come from God, and | 
looke to him ; for this is the nature of godlineſF, to 
come to the Wells head, and to ſearch higher than 
nature, to have another Alpha and Omega of all that | 
is within us, or that comes from us, than what 1s | 
within us of our ſelves. And then againe, if we be 
to preach to others, wee ſhould learne to preach | 
Chriſt and God, that is,to enforce all as from them | 
and to them ; not only to exhort to morall vertues, 
with ſuch inſtructions as may be taken out of Sene- 
ca or Plutarch (though theſe have their uſe and 
place) but as out of the Scriptures, let Chriſt and 
God come in, and ſhew you how all doe come 
from God, and looke to God : and fo all you that 
are earers, be ſure all you doe be godlinef, thar is, 
comming | 


—— 
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comming From God, and tending to him : for mo- 
tions have their denominations'trom their rermimu 
a quo, and from their ends ; as that is called cale- 
fan that tends to heat : ſo 1s that truly godlineſſe 
that tends to God, and hath reſpe& unto him. Art 
thou a Student 2 when thou ſtudieſt and takeſt 
paines inthy books , ſee whether thou do'ſt it for 
thy ſelte or for thy credit, or doeſt thou make God 


in other Callings, doe you doe them that you may 


ſelves, doe you doe it that you may doe good bet- 
ter, as men whet their ſyrthes that they may mowe 
the better 2 then this is alſo godlineff , for it tends 
[to God and godlineſſe. 

But you will ſay, Doe you altogether condemne 
| naturall and morall vertues ? muſt they doe no- 
| thing * yes, you ſhall haye this uſe of them , thar 
| they will helpas winde to drive the ſhip ; only ir is 
| godlineſ{ is the rudder that guides it , and aymes at 
| the right haven: as for example, you are com- 
manded to love your children , and your wives ; 
you are bound to doe this, if you had nv natural] 
afteQtions in you; only having theſe affetions in 
you, you doe it with more caſe, elſe you muſt 
drivethe ſhip with oares , whereas now the winde 
fills the ſailes , and you doe it with more facility 
and eaſe: and ſo likewiſe you are bound to be pa- 


tient and mecke, and you muſt be ſo , though your 
| natures 


———— — = 


— 
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thy utmoſt end 2 examine thy heart, and examine | 
it narrowly : and ſo likewiſe you that are exerciſed | 


doe good to mankinde in them, as a ſervant thar | 
uſes his talent to his maſters ſervice ? then is this { 
godlineſſ: fo if you cat or drink, or recreate your | 
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natures be not ſo, bur if your natures beſo, you 


may the more eaſily be ſo, yet ſo as godlinef muſt 
| ſer the Compaſle, and ſteere the ſhip. Morall ver- 
| tues are like good horſes , that draw the Chariot, 
| but godleneff 15 the CAuriga, the Coachman , without 
| which, take the moſt excellent things that nature is 
| capable of, if it be not guided by it , the Lord re- 
eards them not; for God regards nothing but that 
which drawes the creatures unto him ; but now 
morall veriues makes us reſt upon our owne bot- 
romes, and ſo likewiſe all things whatſoever they 
be that beautifie the fleſh; for God will have »o 
fleſh to gloryin it ſelfe ; but let him that glories, glory in 
the Lord. Nay, I add more, take the graces of the 
ſpirit, wherewith God adornes his Saints, as an 
husband doth his wife with Jewels, if you magnifie 
them,you doe ſo much withdraw your hearts from 
God: therefore in heaven it 1s ſaid there is neither 
Sunne, nor Moone ; now what is that 2 there is no 
excellencie in any creature that is magnified there, 
but God is all in all, hee is Sunne and Moone : and 
therefore in the Revelarion of Saint Joh it is ſaid, 
and ſaid to their honour, it is mace their worth that 
they give all to God , Glory and power be ro our God 
for ever , they fall on their taces, throw down their 

crownes,though created glorious creatures. When 

the evill Anocls began to reflect upon themſelves, 

it was their ruine, they fell from God : for the 

creature of it ſelfe is like a glaſſe withouta bottom; 

ifitcommeth to ſtand upon its owne bottome, it 

falls, and breakes ; and ſo the Angels when they 


1 Cor.1.29.30 


Rev. 7. 12+ 


would ſtand of themſclves, they fell downe to the| 
| loweſt }- 


- 
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loweſt pit: and therefore of all graces, labour for 
emprying graces, as Faith and Love; for theſe give 
all unto God, nothing ro mans ſelte; and there- 
fore they are the great graces in religion , which | 
you muſt chicfiy labour for, | 


Sccondly, trom that there is a power in godlineſſe, | 
it it be ſuch a powertull thing (as you have heard it | 
is) then this may ſerve to comfort us in the wayes 

of it. Whereſoever it is intruth, there it is i pow- | 
er: ſay that chou haſt ſuch a light that thou canſt | 
not belecve, that there be ſuch roades as that thou | 
canſt not walk by them , yet it thou haſt godlineſſe, | 
thou ſhalr be able to overcome , for the kingdome of | 
God confts in power. When God commeth to dwell 
in any mans heart, hee ſendeth godlinefle into ir, | 


which rules init as a King in his Kingdome ; think | 
| therefore of it as of Monarchs as Aiexander was, or | 
| thoſe which Damel ſpeaketh of , it carries all be- 
| fore it, it bringeth every thought into ſubjeCtion : 
| and therefore alſo the Spirit is called a ſperie of power, 
; and if you have godlineſſe, it commeth from the 
ſpirit , and therefore is accompanied with power ; 
and therfore Chriſt is ſaid to be full of the hvly Ghoſt, 
| and of power , and ſo Stephen, and John the Bapriſt 
And grace is ſaid to be a powerful/ thing : Be firong in 
the grace of God, and in the Power of bis might. 
Now,the reaſon why godlines hath powey, is,be- 
cauſe God hath put vertue into it : As when you ſee 
ſuch and ſuch an hearb have ſuch a vertue in it to 
doe ſach and ſuch athing, it is becauſe God hath 
enducd it with ſuch a power ; and ſo hath he done 
with godlincfle,. If therefore thou haſt any thing 


ro 
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| and to know the love of Chriſt whlch paſſerh knowledge , 
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to doe im religion, ſet on it ; Haſt thou any luſt to 
overcome? ſct onit, and let mee ſpeake to thee as 
hee ſpake to Gideon, Goe on thou valiant man in the 
might of the Loyd. The people of {ſrael travelling to 
the land of Canaan,ſaw the Citics walled ro heaven, 
and that the Gyants were there , the ſonnes of 
CAnak ; yet Jeſhws biddeth them be of good com- 

fort, and fearc not, for the Lord would fight for 

them,and delever their adverſaries into their hands: ſo, 

though you ſee difficulties in the way to heaven : 

yet godlineſle is a powerfull thing that will carrie | 
you through all : therefore likewiſe the Apoſtle | 
having prayed for the Epheſians, that they might | 
not faint at his tribulations for them , which was their 
glory, but that they might be flrengthened with right | 
by bus Spirit in the inner man , 19 comprehend with all 

Saints, the breadth , and length, and depth, and heieht, 


#hich becauſe they might think they ſhould never 
be able to do,he addeth, To him that us able ro do above 
all that we can aske or think , according to the power that 

worketh in ws, be all glory : as if hee hould have ſaid, | 
God is able to doe it,and that by the power which 
worketh in him ; ſo ſuppoſe to ſubdue ſome luſt of 


the fleſh,be a thing ſo hard as you think it wil never | 


be done;nay,you conceive it to be a thing ſoimpro- 
bable as that you are aſham'd to ask it: yet, according 
10 that power which worketh i whe 1s able ro ave above all 
we as oy think : and therfore he prayeth that their eyes 

may be opened, that they may [ce the greaneſſe of the power 
chat wronght in them , and it was not that they might 


ſce and look at it idly, but for the uſe to ſerye their 
G2 turnes, 
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turnes, that they laying hold of it, and uſing of it, 
might be able ro doe theſe rhings which they de- 
fire ſhould be done, even ſuchrhings to which a 
mans nature is as untoward' as water is to heat 
when there is non? in it : only, as Chriſt ſaid to! 
Mary, Bel:eve and you ſhall ſce the power of God, thou! 
muſt goc to Godfor it by faith, and God will ſhew | 
it forth unto you , and you ſhall have fruits of it. | 


—— —————_—— —— — ——— 
— 


The end of faith is not only to apply the holy pro- | 
miſes of juſtification , but of ſanttification allo : as | 
for example , he hath promiſed to baptize you nih | 


the holy Ghoſt and with fire, chat is, with zeale & other | 


| oraces of the ſpirit, which muſt give them power 
and ſtrength;and all,that ſine weight not raigne intheir 
; mortall bodies, Goe to God then andurge him with 
| his promiſe, and hee cannor denie you. When men 
| therefore think to excuſe themſelves by ſayin, 1 
am not able to doc ſuch a thing,whar will you have 
me todo ? it is no excuſe: for if they were but wil- 
| ling, it is all he requireth ofthem;the power, that be- 
| longeth to God ; which if men would but beleeve, 
| and go to him, he would undoubtedly give it them. 

I therefore now ask thee, Would(t thou turne to 
| God « Wouldſt thou overcome ſuch and ſuch a 
; luſt of uncleannefle, drunkenneſle * &c. be it what 


; it will be : if thou an(wer, No; then thou art juſtly | 


condemned, thy blood be upon thy owne head : 
| bur if thou ſayeſt, Yes, thou wouldſt ; then come 
| but to God, 6 reſolute to be religious in good ear- 
[neſt, and I will aſſure thee, hee will vouchſafe thee 


| power to doc it. The Apoſtle ſaith, that God would 
| confirme them unto the end, that they might be blameleſſe tn 
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the day of the Lord Feſw , tor, ſaith he, God ts fauhfull, | 
he hath aid, he -hath promiſed it, hee ſhall break his 
word if he do not:let me reaſon ita little with you; 
Is it not an acceptable requeſt to goe to God with 
all thy heart , an4 to ſay, Lord, Ideſire but the 
porer and flrength to goc through with thy owne 
| work > Do'ſt thou think hee will not heare thee > 
| Remember Chriſt, the only Phyſician, how ready 
| he was to heale men of their bodily diſeaſes when 
they came unto him; and hee hath not pur oft his | 
[nature now: Do'ſt thou think the power of his | 
| death & reſurrection were but fancies, or a notion ? | 
{If not, goe on and feare not, for as God ſaid to | 
Joſbua, {o ſhalt thou finde him to deale with thee, | 
[ will never leavethee, nor forſake thee. | 
And ſo leaving what I have ſaid,to your further | 
conſideration, I come toa third uſe,that ſeeing god- | 
lineſſe is ſuch a powerfull thing as you have ſcene, | 
therefore you would -take heed how you deceive 
your ſelves with fond defires and purpoſes, that 
have no power, no force in them,ſoas to think that 
they will ſerve the turne ; no nor yeta few feeble 
taint endeavours, I ſay to men that ſet on religious 
courſes without having their hearts changed , as 
Chriſt ſaid unto his Diſciples, Tarrie yee inthe Citie, 
till yeebe endued with power fromon bigh: as if our Sa- 
viour Chriſt ſhould have ſaid , Tf yee goe preſently 
into the world, yee will not be able to goe through 
with your works ; ſtay therefore with faſting and 
prayer till you have received power from on high 
to carrie you through : for new purpoſes in a man 


that returnes to his old nature, are like new wane n 
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old veſſels , they will break the veſlells and be too 
bigge for your hearts : it is therefore enough to 
take up now a purpoſe, and begin to be diligent in 
your Calling or ſanRifying the Sabbath, for, i is 
impoſſible theſe purpoles ſhould live in an-hart that 
is carnall: for, as the ſoyle muſt be ſutable to eve- 
ry creature,or clſe it will not live, ſo likewiſe you 
will never be able to pertorme theſe purpoſes. 

In the firſt place therefore labour to get new 
hearts , as the bottome of theſe purpoſes, which 
may be as the root togive ſapto them, for then 


they will live and grow in you, when there is a 
ſoyle to ſure with them, 


Secondly, get power in belcevins. Chriſt our 


| Saviour, when he came unto his Country, it is ſaid, 


He would not pwt forth his power to nork many miracles 
there : Why ſo 7 one would have thought hee 
ſhould rather have wrought them there than any 
where elſe, both for his owne honour, and the 
good of his Country-men , noplace then was fit- 
ter for thar than it:yert there he works few or none, 
and the reaſon was, becauſe of their unbeliefe, they be- 
leeved not : {o that it is the want of faith that holds 
Gods hands from ſtrengthening you ; you will not 


(I ſay) beleeve God, who hath ſworn (and it is not 
{an idle oath) that hee would grant that wee ſhould 
ſerve him in godlineſſe and holmeſſe all the dates of our 

life, When the widow came to Chriſt th be healed 
of the iſſue which ſhe had many years, it is ſaid that 
vertwe went own of him 10 heale hey, becauſe ſhe beleeved : 
and though it have bin a diſeaſe of never ſo many 
yeares, yet if he ſay, Be zeaþole,it is no matter whar 
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the diſcaſe is, ſo God be the Phyſician, and there- 
fore belceve. 

Thirdly, pray, and furniſh your ſelves with all 
the graces of the ſpirit: not only goe about things, 
bur maintaine a ſtock , fill the ciſterne every day | 
within, whert and point the graces of God in you ; 
forthe inward man every day is ſubject to decay, | 


| as well as the outward man: and doe not take ayme | 


at yourſelves, or at your ſtrength, when youare | 
ina good mood, or by the preſent temper ; for it | 
vaniſhes if there be nota ſupply from day to day | 
from grace within, if you doe not whet your ſoules 
every day, | 
Fourthly and laſtly, if this be true , that many | Ye 4+ 
are partakers of the forme that have not the power of | 
godlinefle ; that when we come to looke on the fa- | 
ces of our Churches, we finde the forme in many : 
but it we come unto their dealings and carriages in | 
private, ye ſhall ſcarce finde the porey (ir's as rare, | 
as the other is frequent; in theirprofeſſion indeed 
there is a forme, but yet ye ſhall finde religious ſer- 
vants as 1dle as others, and wives as ſtubborne as 
others, husbands and maſters as like Lyons in their 
families, and as falſe in their dealings as others : it 
this be true (I ſay) as it is too true, then be ot de- 
ceived, God is not awacked, but try and examine your 
ſelves herein; for the Kingdome of God conſiſts 
not in word but in power : the Lord will not judge 
you according to your intentions and purpoſes, bur 
according to your works ; and it's not he that ſaith, 
Lord, Lord, ſhall inherit the kingdowe of heaven, but hee 


that doth the nill of my Father,ce.Be not then children 
in 
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Five marks 
whereby wo 


know whether 


wee have the 
power of god- 


1 lincfe or no, 


he 


<2 


- The deformed forme 


PI IS AY " 


in underſtanding for.to take counters for gold, lay 
not out your money for counterfeit things, be not 
foolesto take paines, and yet not have your turnes 
ſerved. Let me ſpeake unto you as Jaxves doth, 1f 
| you ſay yet have faith, and not works , can yoar faith ſave 
J0u ? I ſay, it you have the forme of codliges,and not 
the powey, will that ſave you 2 if you would not be 
deceived then, examine your ſelves, 

Firſt of all, if thou doſt more than nature : ſec 
that thou beeſt not the ſame manthou waſlt, that 
thou ſtandeſt not up in the ſame troupe thou didit ; 


—__ 


eodlineſlc in thee , for if thou hadſt, jt would turne 
thy nature, and add wings unto thee; making thee 
ſoarc higher than nature : 7 am able through Chriſt 
that flrengthens me, and that, not to doe ſome things, 
but ell:brrgs. He ſayes not, I doe purpole or defire, 
but, 1 am able to doe all things, &c. Thoſe therefore 
| that are able” to ſtand againſt ſome luſts that are 
againſt their diſpoſitions , but not againſt all, are 
weake, and have not this power in them. It may 
| be thou art ableto ſerve God when thou art poore, 


but what artthou when the world comes in upon 
thee 2 thoa art able to abſtaine from ſinnes by na- 
ture, but godlineſſe (as wee ſay of Phyſick) helps 
when nature failes: and as a naturall man with his 
ſight ſces farre, but with an Optick glaſſe ſees fur- 
ther; ſo when nature falls ſhort, Art helps : as 
though by nature a man may meaſure or count, yet 
if he comes to a large piece of ground, or a great 
ſumme, Art is required : ſo though thou mayelt 
doe many things by nature, yet when godlineſſe 
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if thou doſt , thou haſt no more but the forme of | 


comes, 
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me”: The deformed forme 


comes, 1t helps out in things wherein nature failes : 
as Sampſon could doe many ordinary things by his 
owne ſtrength ; but when hee came totake downe 
| or carrie away the gates of a Citie, and to pull 
; downe an houſe, it is ſtill ſaid , The ſpirit of the Lord 
| came upon him, the Lord nent withhim , and even ſo it 
| 15 here, 

Secondly,examine whether ye be godly in truth 
or no; for in Chriſt there are {ud to be dead bras. 
ches as well as living, that is, thoſe that have the 
forme as well as thoſe that have the powey ; but how 
are they diſtinguiſhed 2 the dead beare no fruit , 
and therefore as John ſaid, Every tree that bringeth 
not forth good fruit, God puts the axeto it : and ſo the 


—— 
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| 


John I5 2. 


three grounds did not bring forthfruit. Examine 
therefore your ſelves whether ye be full of fruir 
or no, whether ye abound in good dutics or no, and 
doe them with an honeſt heart, for thereby the 
fourth ground is diſtinguiſhed from all the reſt, 


of triallor not, whether you are able to approve your | 
ſelves with joy, as the Apoſtle ſayes of himſclfe, that | 
he did when he m.15 introuble ox every ſide, on the right | 
hand and on the left, in proſperity and in adverſity, 
The third groun4 held not out in temptation ; and 
the reaſon was, becauſe they had nor depth of earth, that 
is, they wanted power, and an inward ſtock of grace, 
for that is/depth of earsþ: as a man that keeps a great 
houſe, if he have not a ſtock ableto ſupply him, he 
will ſoone prove bankrupt and for a trades-man 
(as yee ſay) if he be not diligent in his trade, and 


follow it well, and make his returnes, he will ſoon 
H breake $ 


Thirdly , examine whether ye hold out in time | 
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of 4 formall profe ſion. 


breake, ſo alſo when a man wants inward power, 
and an inward ſtock of graces to beare his duly ex- 
pences out, he will ſoone become bankrupt. 
Fourthly, every grace hath ſome property an-j 
nexedto it, which doth diſtinguiſh and difference | 
| it from counterfeit, as in fazth unfained, laboriom love, 
patzent hope, and the like, | 
| Thirdly, take heed leſt ſome luſt overcome all, | 
and ſo luſt overtop all, and be predominant , as the | 
praiſe of men, orareſpe of pleaſure, as an Hawk | 
(you ſee) though ſhee may ſoare and flic high, yet | 
ſhe will have an eyeto the prey below , and ſo have 
| hypocrites. See therefore that ye ſerve God in 
ſingleneſſe of heart, and notwith eye-ſervice, that you 
doe not harbour any luſt within, for that will ſpoile 
all at laſt : as weeds in a garden,it they be let alone, 
and not plucked up, will over-runne the hearbs ; (0 
| is it with ſinne; if it be ſuffered, though it be but a 
| little one at firſt, yet it will like a leproſie over- 
ſpread the v-hole man : and therefore 
| looke to that, that ſome luſt doe 
not overcome all in the end, 
And ſo Iend for this 

text and time. 
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Chriſt's Fulneſle, and 
Man's Emptineſle. 


ee e———————_—_ IN 


— ———— — — EL-_e__——_—_— 


A Sermon Preached by 
PRESTON. NS. 


© FR 7. 
What haſt thou , that thou baſt not re- 
cerved * if thou baſtrecetved it, why 


doſt thou boaſt as though tboubadf 


not received it 2 
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i& Tothe Anti-Arminian: 
| ” 

To every good Chntsitan Reager. 


Mz the Grecke , and Latin Writers # his 
5 time , of folly at the leaſt, for ſending a- 
* broad their empty and worthl, ſſe Pam- 
phlets with an over-praiſe in the Title , promiſing 
'much at the firſt ght, but utterly decerving the Rea- 


 Liny the great Naturaliſt, taxeth ſome of Plin.Pra- 


far. Hiſt, 
N atural, 


| 


{ 


der mn his further ſearch : But he that ſhal with judg- 
ment reade this Sermon , will finde ſomewhat more 
then anaked title to commend it. Sometimes the work- 
man praceth the worke : Sometimes the Worke the| 
Vorke-man - but behold m this Treatiic they kiſſe | 
each other, and are joyned together as a white ko e & | 
la red Roſe in one ſweete Poſte, But, that both have 
beene abuſcam the firſt Impresſion hereof, it appeas- | 
reth as clearely (by the Manuſcript) as the ſplendant | 
Sun within Farths {pangled Canopy : for al thoſe 
Paſſages, which will make the Arminians te ſtumble 
(TEA ( without doubt )to fall 1 ſome meaſ ure , are (by 
| : A 2 the | 
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The Epttle t: to the Reader. E 


D.# | the Imprimatur: ſt) deleted: 545 as if Armini; aniline | 


2 2 Leaves 


— fort ( Dear C hriſtian) thou haſt the Author*s Sermon | 


| 
| 
| 
L 


were Englands true DotFrine, But now fur thy com- 


| 


as it was preached before King Tames , without the 
leaſt diminution ; Aud I ſend it out with that prayer, 
' or beneditt0n that Lacob ſent with bis ſonnes into | 
 Egypt;God Almighty give thee mercy in the | 
fight of the man: 17 the faght of the great man that | 
thou maiſt make him humble ; Of the poore man, "that 
thou maiſt make him content ; Of the ſtubborne man, 
that thou maiſt hammer, and ſupple him : Of the pent. 
tent man, that thou maiſt bind up his woundy Cy ſores, 
Of every mar that thou maiſt touch htg conſcience, 
and wound his joule. Amen. 


| 


| 

| Thine 1n the Lord leſs, 
| mus 
| 
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Chriſt's Fulneſle, and 
Man's Emptineſle, &c. 
JOHN 1.16, 
Of his Fullneſſe we have all received Grace for Grare . 
DF4D Aint Auguſtine in his booke De (rotate Dei, (eemes 
to {tand amazed at the Majeſty which appeares in 
| chis firſt of oh», above all other paflzges of Ho/y 
writ. And Calvine (fait, he doth in this Chap : Dero- 
| nare ab alts , giving it the chiefeſt inſtance whercin 
| a divine Rupendious authority appeares beyond all the writing of 
| men, 1uniws faith, that he was uever ſtrucken with an apprehen{- 
| on ofthe Diery,till he read this firſt Chapter , affirming ir to be the 
firſt and chiefeſt cau'e of his converſion from Atheifme to a ſincere 


ſelfe. And in all this Chapter, I findenot a richer and fuller ſentence 
then this which &cicribesto us the fullneſſe of Chriſt, 

The: parrs of it ace rhree, 

Fic here is 9 Fu/neſſe attributed ro Chriſt, 

Secondly , this is not a reſpective but a d:f/uſive Falneſſe, that 
| is, Fulneſſe not [nt up in its owne Bankes, but runaing over for 
our benefir and uſe, 

Of his Fulneſſe we have all received, that 13, all that ever had 2- 
ny Grac: took 1t from: this heap,drew it from this fountaine, 

Thirdly, theſe receits ate amplified by the varitey of them,Grace 
for Grace. Thar is. Chriſt hath given to us for all the Graces which 
he received of his father for us;Graces anſwerable,as the Seal is (aid 
to eive to the Waxe print for print, Character for CharaGter , or 
asa father is {aid to give to the ſonne lymbe for lymbe, member 
for member, though not ct the fame bignefle and meafure, In the 
ſame ſence Chrilt is ſaid togive t5 us Grace for Grace, So that 


umbracing of {hr:fianity, you may cet in his life written by him | 
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now youſce here a full ſhop, many Buyers or Receivers, cho le of 
warcs, or racher to uſe the Scriptures fimilitude :; A full Table,ma- 
ny Gueſts, Variety of diſhes : Of his fulneſſe we have all received 
Grace for Grace, oY } We 
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Chriſzs F ulneſ| e, and 


I. 
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pit/ 2. 
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ctiweand paſſive general and particular, whence we have theſe b 


— 


| We begin with the fixtt, This | ; | 
4. reipetts. [1. In regard of hs perſon : So bee was full. x. with 
an 1:create Fulneſſe:for as the glory of God filled the 7 emple that 
Aoſes could nor enter in : lo the humanity of C briſt which anſ\xe- | 
red to that type, was filled not only with the eftects of che Diety as 
:hen, but with che Diety it ſelfe, which is therefore (aid ro dwell in 
aim corporally or eflentially, [2+ Hee was moreover filled with a 
Created Fulneſſe , and ſo hee was (aid to be tull of all divine good 
chings, which /ohz reduces to two heads, Grace and Truth. Truth 
which comprehendeth all the vertues of underſtanding ; And Grace 
waich comprizeth all beauricsand perteRions of the will, 

Secondly, this Fulneſſe is attributed to Chrilt in regard cf his of- 
fices [1.25 a Prophet. He was full of all the Treaſures of wiſ-dom 
and knowledge ? So that all the Light which the Ford ever had 
ca:ne from him as a Prophet. 

All the Revelations which Adam , Abraham , and Nob ever 
had ; All the F:/fons which Eſaras, Teremy. and the relit of the Pro- 
phets ever ſaw ; All the myſteries which ever were declared to Pau/ 
and lohn,came from him, they all received rheic light from this Szx, 
which from the firlt morning of time ſhone co the darke world, 
without ſerting more or lefſe,though the darkenefle comprehended 
not. Secondly , hee was fl as a Preeft,fullot fauour with God, 
whence he hath audience, alwais full of Compaſſion to man, whence 
he is ready te emtertaine any ſuits or Suirors;f#/7 of merit , whence 
ſure to prevaile in all his requeſts and Interceſſions [ 3, He was full 
as a K7z:0, full of amchority, al! power was given him, in Heaven & | 


| 
| 


reſt his enemies till he hach inade hem his foct-ftocle. Lally, fall : 


Thirdly, this Fulneſſe is attributed unto Chriſt in regard of righ- 
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nakews {:://1f we want fairh or love , or any other grace. | 2. By | 

two nov whit a Mediator we have to deale withal, even with 
lGve,' fell of patience , full of render comi.affion which 

N1Y Ua7{2 us £9 Cone tolim, | Laſtly, we have tins comfort . that | 


though 
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thouga our Righteouſnefſe be very weakeand (inal! , yer in hum we | 
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are compleate, Colof, 2, 
Fourthly, this Fullnes is attributed to him in regard of his Ef- 
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| felt ;, Scarce was there ever any ation chart Chrilt did , but you | £9. 


hall ſee a Frlnes in it, At the firſt Miracle that ever he wrought, 
ac filed 6 wacer-pots with wine, afterwards he filled 5000 guefts 
with 5 loaves and 2 fiſhes, fo that ewelve Baskers fill of broken 
meates weretaken up ; So he Klled the News with fiſhes till they 
were ready to breake againe, and which was the belt Fnlnes of 


—— 


all, he filled che Diſciples with the holy Ghoſt in the day of Pente- 
coft, and often afterwards, whence chey are (aid co be full of Joy, 
and the Holy Ghclt, 

It we would know the Reaſons ; It 1s partly in regard of Chriſt 

'himſclfe, hee was the Corner Stone, therefore there is reaſon hee 
ſhould be che faireſtin all che Building. He was the Prince of cur 
Salvation,therefore it was meet he ſhould be like Sax! higher than 
all the people by head and ſhoulders, farre exalted above all Prin- 
cipalities and Powers, 
But chiefely it was in regard of us and our emptixeſſe, that with 
his Fu/nes hee might repleniſh our Vacuity, ocherwile wee could 
neither have feen him nor received of him. Not haye ſcene him, for 
the elerious Beauty of his Godhead was too bright for our eyesto 
behold, It was therefore reaſon that it ſhould be pur into the Lan- 
thorne, or Vaile of Chriſts Humanity,that in that we might behold 
it, Nor coutd we have received of it, for the Dzety is an Inacceſ. 
fible Fountaine ; It was reaſon therefore that Chriſts Humanty 
ſhould be the Cefterne or Conduit-Head to receive it for our mo- 
dell and uſe. 

But here one Queſtion muſt bee anſwered. Steven and other 
Saints are ſaid in Scripture to be full of the Holy Ghoſt, and how 
differs this from the Fulneſſe of Chriſt > 

I anſwer, firſt they were ſaid to be full according to their mea- 
ſure, Chriſt ont of meaſure as a little Diſh may be ſatd to be full as 
well as the Ocean. So they were ſaid to be full;becauſe filled accor- 
ding to che narrownes of their preſent Capacity. But Chriſt was 
full according to all d:nenſions, lengch, breadth, and depth of F'#l- 
ne fſe. 

Secondly, in them there was Plenitudo Fajis ;In Cirift, Plenity- 
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Reaſons fron | 
Chriſt, | 
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From Cur ſelves | 
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| taine ſpringing from himſelf, which is well exprefled by the Schovl. 

| men,vvien they fay,that the Frlnes of the Saints 2nd of Chtik dj. 

| fer,as [gn and Tenita, the one like Torches kindled, the other ike 

| Fire ir1elte, for the Fulnes of the Ocean is too litile ro expreſle this; 
For it you take a drop or two trom it, it is {o much leflencd , rather 
tie falnes of the fire, which lights a thouſand Torches, yet is not 
it iclte diminiſhed, 

Thirdly, 11 chem there was a Comparative Fulnes, St:wen was 

; laid ro bee Full in regard of other leſſer Sain's; Bucin iam ther 
was an ablolute Fulnes withour all limits, veichourt ail comparilun, 

What ſhall we now deduce hence for App'ication to var ſelycs 7 

Firſt, that which 15 alſo the Scope of tne Evangeliſt in this place; 
This ſhould eavete 36 to come to Chriſt , ard to iake of thu full 
heap?. This Incentive Pax! often uſes to inflame the defires of the 
Ge<niles tocome ro Chriſt, even the Riches of chat falnes whic' 
13 in lum, which in the f#/efſe of time began to be exp--{ed ro al! 

| Commets,as he ſauth,hidden before, but now fully revealed ; feen 

berore but in Types and Shadowes, now with open face ; befor. 
preached but to a few, now to every Creature under Heaven ; be- 
tore the Spiric was given bur by drops, bur now he that hath af. 
ccacedon high, and led Captivuy Captive, hath ſo given gitts to 
men , that he hath filled all chinys. 

Let us therefore be exhorted when we heare of ſuch a f#/neſſe. 
not to take the Grace of God in vane , but labour we to have our 
part in it, that as thole Corinthians,we may be made rich in Chriſt 
filled with all knowledge and every grace. Content not your felyes 
therctore to know this onely,tor ther is our common fault ro con- 
tent our ſelves with the Not1ons of fych things withour practiſe. 

But goto Chrilt as Bees to a meadouw that 15 ful of flowers , as 
Merciants tothe Indies that have fil/ Mines,that you may expe- 

1imenally find your fclves rezuimng from 1.4 ſrl fravght wit 
the Treaſures of Truth and Grace. 

In oih:r things tullnes invites us much ; Toſep?*s full Barnes in 

; Xgypr,drew Jacob and his Sons thicher:Caraan was a Land Frl 

flowing withmilke and honey, and thac inviced the [ſraelites tc 
ſeck* it : Solozzors abundance and fulnefſe of wiledome,cavied the 


Queens 


| 


— . 


OO Man's Empimiſſe, 


| Queene of Sheba to come out of the South to his Court, In every 


ching fulnes doth rauch allure andaffeRt us, The Covetous man 
though he ſpend bur little, yer he defires co take ir from a full heape, 
as he ſaies De pens tollere acervo, How much more then ſhould 
this fulnes of Chriſt worke on us, eſpecially ſince there is in bim 
not onely a repletive bur a diffuſive fulnes ; notonely plenty, but 
alſo bounty ? Butalas, if we looke upon the waies and ations of 
men, we (hall find that men ſecke a fullnefle in every thing elſe, al- 
moR, a fulneſle in pleaſure and delights , a fulnefſe in honour and 
preferments; But this full Honey Combe is almoſt every where 
deſpiſed, but happy hee, the bent of whoſe heart Ged hath curned 
the right way to {ceke a fullnes of Faith and Wiſedome, and a 
fulnefſ of the Holy Ghoſt, who cares not though ke be empry of 
any thing clſe, ſo hee bee full of theſe 2 though a looſer im other 
things, ſo a Gainer in theſe, Such a one hath choſen the beccer part 
which ſhall never be taken from him, | 
Secondly, If there be a Fulnes in Chriſt, we ſhould at(wer is with 
fulnes of affetion on our parts, fully beleeve and cruſt in him, fully 
love and adore him, fully delight in him, for ic is reaſon the affeRi- 
on ſhould be anſwerable to the ObjefF, A little excellency deſires 
{lictle loye and eſteemg ; more excellency more love, but wher there 
is a fulnefle of al excellencies,that we (hold procezcure wich fulnes of 
all our affe&ions. All the excellency in the Creature in compariſon 
of this, is but as a drop tothe Ocean, ard a ſparke to the whole Ble- 
ment of fire. Therefore if we proportien our afteRions to the objeR, 
which ought to be the Rule and ſquare ef them, we ſhould beſtow 
on the Creature but a drop of love aad delight, but the full Areame 
of our affeRtions ſhould be carried to him, in whom is the ſuZneſſe 
of all perfeAion, Ir is true indeed , thatas men hide creaſure from 
theey2s under ſtraw or baſer covering, ſo God hides this ful excel- 
| lencie from the world under a baſe outfideythat his ſecret ones only 
might find it out, and others ſeeing, might not ſee, but ſtumble at it, 
Thus he hid Chriſt himſelfe under a Carpenters ſonne, ſo hee hides 
Divine Miſterics under the meane Elements of Bread and Wine, io 


| the wiſedom of God is hidden under the fooliſhnelle of preaching: 


4 and under Stcep-$kins and Goar-skins , as the Apottle ſpeakes, 


were hidden, and ſuch as the world is noz worthy of, yet there is 
| ſuch a fines of excellency notwichliandiog : for if cer wee ſaw 


| 


—_— 


— 


Chriſt's F ulneſſ e, and 


beauty in Sun, Moone, Stars, men, women, gc. Or if ever wee 
found delight in mulicke, meaces, drinks, friends, &c, All mufi 
[needs be more abundantly in God, who is the Author, Maker, & 
|oiver of all theſe ; As Solomon reaſons ; He that made the eye, ſhal 
not be ſee, (ohe that made all theſe things, ſhall he not have them 
eminently in bimiſelfc, for as the worth of many peeces of ſilyer 1s 
comprized in one piece of gold , ſo all the perry excellencies which 
are ſcattered abroad in the Creatures, are all united in God,yca the 
whole volume of perfeCtions, which is ſpread through heaven and 
earth,is epiromized in him; Why do we not then with Pax, tram: 
ple upon the Pompe and Glory of the world , for che excellent 
knowledg ofChrilt > Why do wenot with David,turn away our 
eyes, hearts, and affcKions from beholding vanity, and pitch them 
all on him ? Why do we not re-colleR ourſelves, and gather up 
our affe&ions and thoughts, which are ſcattered and bufied about 
a thouſand trifles, and beſtow them all on him,in whom is the fol- 
weſſe of all yrs and perfeRion? ' 

Thirdly , if there a fwlnefſe m Chriſt, then Jet us be conter 
with hins, having our hearts filled and fatisfied with him, 

Firft, # regard of (piritual things. Goe we not tothe brookes 
of Teman, whe br oken Ceſteraes, and Pedlers packs of Rome, 25 
Saints, Merrits, Churches Treaſury, &c, For if there be a f#/nes 
in Chriftt, hat needs not, for in h1w we are all compleat, 

Secondly, for Temporal things let us be content with bins alone, 
for he is our fullneſle even in them aiſo, for the better conceiving of 
this, we malt know that the firſt Adews. brought a generall E:npti- 
nefle through all the world, for though che world be full of pops 


and pleaſures,as Jobn calls them,Luft of the fleſh, Luſt of the oye, 


&c. yet it is properly empty, becauſe not full of that it ſhould bee : 
even as we (ay a well is empry,theugh itbe full of ayre, becauſe ir 


is not full of water which ſhould be in it: for Emptineſſe is not fo 


| much, Abſentia Entitatis 28 ab ſexti« Entitatis debit#, Hence ther - * 


tore noc one!y the hearts of men , bur the creatures are ſaid to bee 


' 


| Vanities, all is but vanity, that is emtinefletand Rows. 8. The Crea- 
ture # (ubjett to vanity : that is emprinefſe ; through him that ſub- 


j*erh it. lence the heagges of men are not ſatisfied with the world, 
yok the Prophet ſpeaks ; They eat and are not filled, they drink, 
| and 
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empty, hence Solomon (aich Eccleſiaſtes the 1. Chapter , Vanity of 
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| Man's Emptizeſſe 


þs7 be hold their ſoule 1s empty , beeauſe the Creature is now but 
as the huske without che graine, the ſhell without the kernell, full 
ofnorhing but emprineſle , and being empty in it ſelfe, cannot give 


ly che hearts of men, bur the things alſo, It is the Newrer Gender, 
'r2'vre '61 mgi, Hence we may obſerve, that many finde a want 
in the midlt of plenty, their hearts finde no refi cr (atisfaRtion in a! 
they enjoy, but with the holy Regenerate man cis much other- 
wiſe, though he have bur a little wealth, a littic food and ray ment, 


give him ſatisfaCtion, which is the meaning of that of the Plalmif, 
Pſal, 37, 16, «A little thing ro the Righteous, is better then 

reat riches to the wickga, becauſe in that little ic being filled with 
che bleſſing of the ſecond Adam, they finde a fulneyſe, wherezs the 
wicked finde an emprineſſe in the midfi of their greateſt aYoun- 
| dance. 

If there be a f/neſſe in Chriſt, then what though chere be a ful- 
nes of ſim and guilt in 4, yet there is a fulnes of Grace in byw able 
to remove it, and take it away, A fw{nes of mercy to receive Our | 
Supplications , a fu{nes of y9ert to make an Attonement for our 
fouleſt fins , a fu/nes of Favany to prevaile with his Father in a- 


yet there is a ſecret f#/»eſſe put into that little which makes it fit to 


us ſatisfaction ; But Chriſt the-lecond Adam hath filled 311 thimes | 
againe, Epeſ. 1. laſt verſe, He fpls alin all things, that is, not on- | 


! 
[ 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


' 
! 


| 


ny requeſts. If therefore there be a fulnes of grace in Chriſt , as 
there , be not dilcouraged , though thy fins abound , yer his 
Grace abounds much more, they cannot be ſo our of meaſure ſin- | 
| ful,as he is out of meaſure merciful, Remember but the two Meta. | 
| phors uſ:d in Scripture, / wil ſcatter your ſins as a wiſt, and they 
' hal be drowned in the bottom of the Sea, Now the Sun by reaſon 
of its oreat force can (carter che thickeſt miſt , aſwel as the leaſt ya. 
| pour ; The Sea by reaſon of its great Vaſtnes can drowne moun- 
| taines, aſwel as molehils ; So Chriſt by reaſon of that Vaſt Fwl- 
| ves of Grace which isin him, is as able, yea as forward and wil- 
| ling to forgive the greateſt fans aſwel as the leaft, I (ay as forward 
and willing for mercy, thongh ic be a quality in us, yer it is a na- 
turein God : Now what is natural, there is no unwillingneſſe or 
wearinefle in doing that, as the eye is not weary with ſeeing, nor 
 jthe eare weary with hearing ; Therefore thoughour ſins be ne- 
ver ſo greatand many, yetif chis ag, be obſerved, that _ 
" Sha ye 
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miſſion of fins. But it this condition be obſerved , I lay that al- 


though our ſicncs be never (o great any many , yer they a"c not | 
| gene beyond the price which hath beene paid for them , nor be-| 
| yond the Grace of hum with whom we have to ee, for there is | 


'a fulnes in h:m. 
| Nowl belecch you take not this Exhortation in vaine, for 
[there is norhing more cffeRual to heale a rebellious diſpoſition , to 
inſti] ſaving Grace, to caule a finner to change hi- courle , chen to 
be fully perſwaded that he ſhal be received ro mercy , and that 
his fins ſhalbe forgiven in Chriſt : Even as the Theeſe , while 
|the Met and Cry is after him, never returnes willingly : Rebels! 
and Pyraces whiles the Proclamation of Rebellion is out againf | 
'them, never comein ; Bur if there be a Proclamat'on of pardon ,! 
| yea and of ſome great Advancement, if that be beleived once, that, 
and noting elle cauſerh them to eome in, and to become faithful] 
and loyal SubjeAs, Therefore let this fwlneſſe of mercy in Chrilt 
(be an effeAua)l motive to us all, to core in 10 lay down the armes 
| 


of Rebellion, to chooſe Gpd for our good, and to give up our ſelves 
wholly to him, to ſerve him with perfeR hearts gc willing ir.inds, 
all our dayes, 
$9 much for the firſt part. 
The ſecond part I wil as briefely diſpatch, and not meddle with 
the thixd, leſt I be tedious, 


lie in no knowne lin , that we have a ful and reſolute purpoſe , | 
\God bearing wirnefſero our conſciences, not to doetie 1224} evi], | 
nor omicehe leaſt good, ina word that wee make our heazts per. 

te ro Zod mn al things , for without this con\liton there 15 119 re- | 


Of hit Fulnesweo have al recesved 


Hence the ſecond Peint is [ That a! Grace 4 recerved | For 
as al Stars ſhine in the light of the Sun; So doe al the 

Saints through grace received. What clſe diftinguiſhed Tohn 
== Indas Simon Peter, from Simon A1 Ag Ms ? but my Chrift, 
who ſhone upon one, and not upon another, whea they fate both 
alike in darknefſe, and mn the ſhadow of death. | 
The Scriprure is evid:nt for this, Phil. 2, 13. The Deed is 


wrovght in us by God, and not the deed onely , but the gz = 
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| winch produces that deed . not thar ontly , bur tlie though «l'c 
which bcgat char wel. For we 4”: 29t able fo mc AM t's thinks Rt , 
; gc0d therght of our ſelves, 2 Cor, 3.5, Sothat al eYACE, YEA A); 
| PICPATAlon 0 Frace, ad 2bil ry to 1CC273 racy 216 21 from God . 

| COOMTary to what Arminns afficmeth : and ric of our lelyes, and 

| that for cheile reaſons, | 
{ Bcc tic uo: hing C473 worke beyond th , Spheare #f 5 or iis reach : 
| the off Rexceedcin not the Caule, cherefore ir is impoſſible ſor cor- | 
| rupt narure either to beget Supcrnatvral grace,o: 12 Cee any AG 


| on preparing, or bending, or inclining the wil eo it : For as rhe | 
| water cannot heate ( which is an Atticn above thenaiurect it ) | 
| until an higher principle of heat be firſt infuſed into ir; no more | 
{ Can meere nature doe any thing tending to ſaving grace, having | 
no principle in it ſelfe whence it can raiſe it, | Ob:efti. 

And if ic be objeCted (as itis by the Armiaianr ) that though | , 
Grace doe al, yet to acceptor reject it, to wit or nil it, is natura} to 
man as a free Agent. 

{ TI anſwer: that to wil, is natural, but to wil wel, is ſupernacural, 
and mult riſefrom a higher wel-head than nature is. For as an 
hatchet wil cut when handled bur with a common hand , bur not 
make a chaire, or oole, or any Arttficial ching except it have /n- 
fluentians Artifics quatenus Artifex, the influence ofan Artift- 
cer a6 he isan Artificer ; So though to wil be nacural, yer, to wil | 
wel, to doe a ſupernatural worke ina ſupernatural and holy man- 

ner, it cznnot exceptit have the influence of a ſupernatural Agent 
to direct and guide it, 

If a man night accept Grace or refuſe it,as he would, God were | 
not God, becauſe he might be croſled by his creature, and his own 
wil ſhould not abſolutely b :are rule, eſpecially in that great mat- 
ter of beleiving, and not belecving, and in putting difterence be- | 
cwixt man and man in the matter of Salyation and Damnation : | 
For according to Arminius , though God did heartily deſire the 
converſion offuch a man, and offered him al che meanes of Grace 
that could be, yer it 1s Ril in che free choile of his wil to convert, or 
| not te convert ; Their onely anſwer here is, that ſeeing Ged hath j 
made a Decree,that man ſhal be a f:ee Agent, though he doc melt 
cearnelily defire the converſion of ſ:ch and fuch men, yer becauſe 
he cannot diſanul his Decree, he doth, and mult leaye it to the li- 
| Fo 08 berty | 
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berty of the Creature to doe contrary co even that himnſelfe defires - | 
Bur what is this elſe but co put God into ſuch ſtreights as Darrus 
was m, who would faine have ſaved Daviel, but becauſe of his 
Decree he could not ? And if griefe in Spirirs and Angels be but 
Reniſns voluntatss, a reluRtancy of the wil. as the Schoolemen af- 
firme, what is this elſe but co attribute griefe unto God, and fo to 
detract from his Blefledneſle. 

Thirdly, if all Grace be not received, but a man may accept ir or | 
rejeR ir as he will, how can it be ſolyed , but that a man muſt re. | 
joyce and boaſt partly im himsſelfe,contrary to Pan!'s rule, and not! 
wholly in the Lord, for aske the queſtion of all that are faved, | 
what is the reaſon that you are ſaved rather then anocher , cheir | 
anſwer muſt needs be ; I out of the liberty of my owne will , did 
receive and uſe well the Grace offered, when another did not. So 
that according to »Arminms , the Sainrs in heaven are not a jor 
more beholding to God then the damned in hel, forthe offering of | 
Grace on Gods part, was a like common to both, only he that is in| 
_— may thank his own wil thathe choſe it, when onothes re- | 
fu ed Its 

They have nothing here te anſwer, but onely that the meanes of| 
Grace arediſpenced'by God with ſome diſparity ; Buc what is 
that when they mainiaine ſuch freedome of wil, that he who hath 
the greateſt meanes may rejeR grace , and he who haththe leaſt, 
may Accept it? | 

Ocher reaſons there are, but that I haſten : as that Grave 15 not 
Grace without being recerved, no more then a man can be a man 
without reaſon, or a gif: can be a gitt without being given, for no 
(eſſe doth ir imply contradiRtion to ſuppoſe it tobe a grace, & yet |-- 
20t tO be freely beſtowed by Go:), and received by us. 

Secondly, bowing of the will is an effect of grace , and grace 
is an cftc& ofthe ip1rit, Now the ſpirit breaths, when, where, & 
in what meaſure it liſterh, Againe , if grace ſhould ſpxing our of 
our {o.le, it ſhould be but a flower of grafle, for all fl:ſh 15 graſſe, 
bat the grace of the mediator is of a more durable nature, 2 flower 
that fades nor, and a ſpring which 15 not drycd up. 


" Corrctaries, O On to refFifie our judgment. 
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'theold Pelagianiſne, 2 dangerous crrour : for Arrianiſme was like 
' a land flaod that everflowed the whole world, but was ſoone dry« 
ed up againe, becauſe it had not a ſpring to maintaine it , bur the 
beſt ages of the Church had in them as he called. Aſxltas fibras 
verulemie Pelagiane, becauſe it is an errour agreeable to nature & | 
reaſon, ſo that we have a ſpring within our own breaſt to nouriſh | 

| 


ONE” + i —_ | 

| The firſt fhewes us the errors of Arminss, who hath but refyned} | 
| 

| 

| 


| 


and maincaine it, Bur now to keep cloſe to the point in hand, this 
point ſhewerth the crror of Arminius and Pelagins , who aſcribe 
the beginning, preparations, and ability of accepting grace to our 
| own free will, alchough the complement to God, W hereas you ſee 
'by what hath been (aid, that not only the fuller ſtreames, but every 
drop of grace, is received from his fw/nes, This errour proceedes 
(from cheir not diſtinguiſhing aright berwixc acquiſite habits and 
|infuſed, indeed in the acquiſne, the acts goe before the habits, and 
/ prepare for them, but with infuſed habits it is clean contrary ; It is 
wich them as it is wich the naturall powers ofthe ſoule , wee have 
firlt the faculty of ſeeing before we doe ſee, and the faculty of 
nearing before wee doe heare, fo it is in infuſed habits, we 
bave ficlt the habits before we exerciſe the operations of them , for 
even as the wheele doth not run that it may be made round , but 
it is firſt made round that it may run, ſo the hearc doth not firſt de 
the ations, whereby itis put into a right frame, bur it is firſt fa 

ſhioned and made a new Creature by grace , and then it doth a- 
Rions, and brings forth fruits worthy amendment of life, for what 
is ſaid of the ſoule, is as truly (aid of Grace, it doth, Fabricars Sib: 
Domic:l:um, prepareth a room for it ſelfe , uſech no Harvenger, 
tor nothing can prepare for grace, but grace. | 
' Andifitbe objeRted,as Arminine doth in his book upon the 7, | Objedt, 
[to the Rowrens, that ſugh as Seneca and Socrates, were much cn- 
;lightned , did approve the law of God according 'ro the inward 
; man, and had a kind of univerſall commen grace. 

I aniwer, that this priviledg cannot be denyed ro many among | 4:/w ' 
tne Heather, that as 4lchmſts, though they mille the end , yet | 
they inde many excellent things by tl:e way. So though they fai- = 
led of the right end, the glory of God, yer they werenor deſtitute | 
'of many excellent common gifrs, wherein though one did go farre | 
beyond another, as Sexeca beyond Nero,and lo others, yer as tney | 
| Wi 
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_ | are Exhorrations and Threatnings, the propounding of Puniſh. | 


| not to putir eff, who knoweth whether they wilbe had againe or 


| fay of ſans, they do all alike paſſe theſtule of reftirure, though ſee 
goe further beyond than others, ſo were they al alike deſticue of o- 
riginal Righteouſneſſe, alrhough ſome more elongated from it 
than others, alare alike dead in fins, though ſome ( as dead bo. 
dies ) more corrupted and putrified than others, 

And if ir be objeQed, as it is by Arminins, to what end then 


| ments, and Rewares, if it be not in our power to accept Grace, & 
| refuſe itas we wil. 

I anſwer, chat as the raine alchough it fal aſwel upon Reckes 
| and Heathes, as upon Vallies and Fruntull places, yet no man af- 
| kethro what cnd is the firt and latter raine; So Exhortations & 
| Aamonitions though they fal alwel upon the Reprobates , and 
{thoſe that are deſperately wicked, as npen thoſe that are doecible 

and capable of better thingy, it is tBno lefle folly to aſke to whart 
end they are, ſeeing as the raine, ſo they are to many beneficial 
and uſetal. 

So much for the firſt Corollary, which ſerves to reAifie Judge- 

ments, 

The next is ter PraAtiſe. If al grace be received, then defer re 

n0t repentance, for no repentance is accepted, but what proceeds 
from a Santtifying grace and that as you ſee bs received , that is 


piven by God as he wil. It is not in hows that willeth , nor in hins | 
that runneth, but he hath compaſſion on whom he wil have com- | 
paſſion, and whom he wil, he hardeneth, Rom. 9.15. As I faid' 
betore, the Spirit breatherh where, and when it litteth. Therefore | 
| we ſhould as Millers, and Mariners are wont to doe, whe take 
che Gale when'it commeth, becauſe chey know the winds are not 
atthcir command : Suppoſe a man were co paile the Seas within 
20 dais1zpon pain of death , if the wind ſhould blow the ſeconc | 
day, third day, or fourth day , no wiſe man would omit the op: 
| portunity, becauſe he knoawes che winds are nct in his power ; 
| So, ifthe ſpirit ſhal breath into our hearts good motions of turning 
' ro God unfainedly in our youth,” at 16. 17. or when ever, it 15 
| the greareſt wiſedome in the world to rake the oppastunity , 2nd 


| 10 : How many theuſand arenow in Hel who thovght to have 


! rezented, and Cid not becauſe they negleRed thoſe breathings a | 
| t 
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the Spirit wherethey were offered ? For there are certaine accep. | 
table times, after which God cfers Grace no more : happy he that | 
krewes that aay of bs v1ſtatien, 2nd as our Saviour ſpeaketh, he | 
:b1rgs which beleng to his Peace, in that his day , which Jeruſa. 
ler d1d net, which made Chiift to weep over it, and which Saul 
vid not-: and the Jewes in /eremial”s time did not, when Ged 
| forbad Jeremy to pray for them, For as there were certaine times | 
| when the Angell moved the waters in the poole of Betheſda, and | 
| he thatchen fiepped in, was healed ; {o there are certaine accepta« 
ble times , wherein God troubles the hearts of men by his ſpirit, | 
| Happy is he who then ſteps into a good courſe,that he may be hea- 
led to Salvacion, 1 lay there are certeine times, wherein God doth | 
(as it were) thaw and ſoften the frozen hearts of men. And it 1» 
| witedome then withthe husband-man to pur in the plough, while 
the ground is loft: for the heart in ſuch a caſe is Ike iron in ch. fiw- 
| nace cally faſhioned, bur tay till ir be cold , and it will not be 
viought upon, I beſeech you therelore lec us be exhorted to take 
l.e opportunity, and por be like to thoſe whom 1ſayah complaines 
ct, wko like bulrrfhes bow down their heads for a day , While fore 
torme of inward or outward trouble is upon them , but when a 
faire Sun-ſhine day comes to dry itup aga-ne , lift up their heads 

| as upright as ever before, 
It a man would fit downe and call his thoughts together buc for 
; one halt bcur, and conſider this ſeriouſly, I have bur a little time ro 
| ve here , it is another place where I mult live for all eternity, 
| and it {hall be with rac for all this eternity , as1 ſpend this hore 
; time. I fy if this werethoroughly conſidered , ] wonder that a- 
| ny chipg elſe ſhould rake up the intentions 211d thoughts of a mans} 
| cart, but cniy how to make ſure his ſalvaticn, Bur alas we are | 


robbed of our ſelves through worldly delights , and doe MAG | 
ronath, magnds nugas ayere , and ſo we {pend cur lives, But if! 
| We weuld not have with the Merchant, Forturans rrudenrions ; 
al, ciiQe 15, an eſtate larging uUfOon COFCs, anc GEDEndING uron 
uBcertainenes , cpecrally ſeeing grace whence repentance pro: | 
ceedeth , is as you {ee received , and not in our power. Bur wee 
mitake repemance , and that is the cave we getcr it, it 15 Not as it 
ts comMmoriy thy ught, a forrow for our {innes oncly , NOT 2 11 CErEe 
[-avine of Enncs out of feare of hicil , and defixe to be ſaved, which 
| T C a man 
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| a man may doeour of the ſtrengrh of naturall wiſedome, provis 
ding for his owns ſafety , but 1c15 a muci different thing , 08, | 
DUTLND hfe into a dead man : Epheſians 2.1. Makiny a man a 
new Creature, 2 Corinthians5. 17, A change of the who): | 
frame of rhe heait, As if another (oule dwelt in the ſame boy, 5s 
he auth ; Ego non ego, Tana word, when a nan is clean? another | 
man, then he was lerying of God out of an inward oropentielic 
and having che whole bear of his Ciipoſiion turn'd to delight in 
the Law ot God withour theſe by-reſpeRts, And that this may yer| 
be made clearer, and put our of all doubt., I would aske burthis 
queſtion ; That repentance which men take up in age, or in ti:nes 
of extreamity , whence proccedeth ir , if from ſelte love, as it u- | 
ſually doth in ſuch caſes , becauſe the foule is then ſtrongly poſ- 
ſeſſed with an apprehenſion of dezth and hell , and another life, | 
then there is no more then nature in it, for the Areame rifeth | 
not higher then the fountaine. A beaft would doe as much, which | 
ſinking into danger, would ftrugele to ſave ir felte, Bur if it pi o- | 
ceed from leye to God , why was it not done ſooner , why not in | 
the flowre of our youth, yea when it is done ſooneſt , would we | 
not be heartily ſorry that it was not done ſooner, if it procee- | 
ded gut of love to him. And if it thus preceed out of an holy love 
to God , it cannot ariſe but from his holy ſpirit : the breathings ; 
of which ſpirit as chey are moſt free , ſo are they molt pretious. | 
Therefore when ſuch a ſparke is kindled in our hearts, let 1s bee | 
carefull ro purfuellto it, and not ſuffer it ro goe out againe, 
Al the Creatures in Heaven and Earth cannot helpe us againe | 
tothem , yea the be't Ocdinances are bur as pens without inke , | 
or empty Conduir-pipes which give nota drop of true Grace , | 
except Chrift who is the Fountaine pleaſe to conveigh ir by them, | 
You kno:s the Famous Story of Fraxcis Spira, what bitter | 
cry's$ hee uſed 1ipon his Dearh-b:d : O chacl tad bur one drop 
| of Fa:th | One ofche motions which I have becne wont to have , 
| bat vet could not Fave them | Bur died with thole defperare 
| words in his mouth , / av D .mmmed. Therefore let us take heed | 
| how we let ſuch motions riſe up like bubbles in us, and breake | 
againe ; or goe our ke ſparkes upon wet tin/'er , leſt oken | 
checking \ and ſnibbing , and quenching the Spirit , inthe end | 
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eHan's Emptizeſſe 
bus wrath that we ſha! not enter into his reft, | Where by the way 7 
oblerve , that this DcEtrine reacheth us not to be idle, and leave 
al ro God, as they ſlanderit ] but as Paul maketh the Conſe- 
quence , becauſe God worketh mn you both the wil and the deed X | 
therefore works out your Salvation with feare and trembling , | 
Arminius contrarily , our ſelves worke in our ſelves the Fl, and | 
the deed ; Therefore we need not worke out our Salvation with | | 
any ſuch feare ard folictude , fince we may dce it at our owne | | 
pleaſure and leiſure. | 
Bur it wil be ſaid this isa hard caſe, although a man would | 
| repent, yet he cannot: though he delire to ſerve God , yet it. | 
1s impoſſhble. Therefore ro take away this Scruple , we muſt 
| know that Godis exceeding free and open-handcd in giving grace | | 
| ( if it may betaken in time ) and if we wil not believe ic, /ehx | 
commeth here and tellerh you , 1 have received of his Fulneſſe , | 
/ and not onely I, but al we haye received, that is, al other | 
| Saints that cicher .are, or have beene : and fince Hohn's time, | | 
| many thouſand thoulands : And ſhal not ſuch a Cloud of Wit- | 
| neſles perſwade us? If a Beggar doe bur heare of an open Houſe Lf 
| kept; ora great Dole , it attefts him , and invites him to goe : 
But when he ſees many come from it with armes-tul , and laps-| 
ful , and baſkets-ful, then he is confident : thar addeth wings co . 
' lim; So ifa fick man doe but heare of a Famous Phyktian , or ; 
2 healing Welyit ſtirs hiz up to goe and try : But when he meets 
with 1606 and 1000 comming trom the Wel , .and teliing him, 
| [ have beenethere and am healed , I have beene there, and am| 
| made whale , then he maketh no queſtion ; So doth [oh» here , 
' Al mehave received of bis Fulneſſe : Like a Bird that hath found 
| out a fl heape and calls his fellowes to it. Say not therefore , oh 
| my finnes are ſo great, and wy wants are ſo many : Bur rather 
| thinke thus with your (elyes , if there was grace inough for ſo ma- 
| ny , there is ſurely inough for me : Onely you mutt receive when 
| it is offered #» the acceptable tre , leſt often grieving the Spirit, 
| God (uffers hs Sperit to ſtrive no longer. Gen. 6, 3. But (as] 
| faid before ) ſweare 1n his wrath thas you (hal net exter into hs | 
rept. | 
2 Ifal grace be reveived, then letus be affeited as Receivers | 
[1 Inthankfulnes towards God ) the molt gracious ze the molt | 
| 


| grateful, | 2 [n Hamility towards men | For what have wee that 
C wee 
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| nore Liberty, In Oriven's time , who-liyed yery neere Ter» | 
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| wee have not received > And ſhal our Purſe or Vetſe! boaſt it / 


ſelfe againſt anether , becauſe the Owner hath put more Gold | 
or more precious Liquor into it, than into another , it may ve of 
'rhe ſame, or a berter worth? Orſhal che wal which gliſtererh | 
\with the Sun beames exalc it (elte againſt another whic1 (tands | 
[in the ſhadow, as ifit had Luftre from ir (elte , and not borrowed | 
' from the Sun, | 
3+ Let us be affeRed as Receiyers , in begging grace 4t Gods | 
Mands by Prayer. Therefore ic is faid to be the Bicker of grace, | 
{and ir 1sa true obſeryation, that a man of much Prayer. is 2 man 
;of much Grace, Now Prayer is either Private, or Pabl:que : 
[ Private, is that wherein we exvreſlz our private and particular | 
|occaſtons ro God every day , wherein we renew Repentance & 
\Covenants with God, of abſtayning from ce fianes we are mot | 
/proneto, and of doing the duries ro which we are molt unapr, 
112 word , that wherein we doe every day fer our hearts ſtreight 
' before God in al things. This is the very Life of Religion, and 
in this we muſt be very freq 1ent and tervenc, binding our ſelves 
with an inviolable reſolution to keep a conttart courle in it, bur of | 
thisthere is no doube, { Thenext is P#bl:q « Prayer, of which | 
{E-7-auſe ir is more queſtioned and not received by all with 
{that Reverence it ſhould, I wil adde a wotd or ewo of nt, 
'znd conclude. | 
That a fe: Forme of Praver is T.awfal , much need no: Lo | 

be laid , the very newn-{1* of the concrary opinion 15 enough to 
ſhewthe yanity and t.\'encile of it : It being contrary to the, 
Judgment of approved Co mccils, Learned Fathers, and the! 
continual PraQtiſe of the Chutch, 
Tertallian , who live4 not much above an hundred yeares | 
after the Apoſtles death , faich tn tis Booke de Oratione , Pre- | 
miſla Tevitima © ordinaria Oratione, Tas eſt ſup r/true:.ds \ 
Peritiones, &*c, which ſheweth that they had (one ordinary fer | 
{llowed Prayers, ro which, afcerwards ſome were added at | 


#lhan's time ; It is evident thatthere were et Fo: mes of Prayer 
- * } 

fd in the Church : for in his 12” Homily upon Jeremr, he 

-2peateth and expounderh ſome paſſages of them, u96n which 

ccafion 1hricas ſaith. Tunc temporss certas qitaſaunn mo 

as 
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las orationum ſine dubio habuerunt, Baſil in bis 62. Epillle | 
faith, that in his time there were Lectanies uſed in the Neoce'2- 
e rea Churches, and Ambroſe m his time affirmath : F ſum Le. 
z| taniarum ubique eſſe frequrutem. Conſtantine the Great preſcri- 
J | bcd a fer Forme of Prayer to his Souldiers, fer downe by 
| | Euſeb1115 in his fourth Booke, And Calvin his 83 Epiſtle! 
| | T0 the Protector of England ſaich , that he doth grcatly allow] 
| a ſer Forme of Eccleſiaſtical Prayers, which the Muiſters ſhould, 
| | be bound tooblerye, 
| | Buras1 faid before of the. lawfulneſſe, there is little queſtion. 
That which is chiefely to be reprehended , is of a ſecrer ditelteem 
of publique prayers ? By icalon of which, many negle@ ro come | 
} ro them , and they which doe , doe it in a pertunRoury anc] oyer- | 
'ly manner , which 15 an extreame fault. Beer wereit. vat | 
men would come to this disjunction ; cither 't 1s lawfkull co ule | 
them or not ; if not, why doe they not wholly abſtaine , and it} 
they belawtull , why doe they not uſe them conltantly , and 10 a 
| reverent and holy manner, One thing there 1s , whicn if it were 
| well conſidered, would breed 19 the hearts of nen anorher | fteem 
| of our publique prayers then there is, And that is, that belides 
| the end of obteyning the things we vant ( wherem yet pnblique 
| | prayer bath tie prennic ) there 15 another end in praying, and «.3.c 
'is to worlrup God , and to pertorine a cr vice ro him, for pro. 
{vying of which , there are r11© places of Scri-rul CE unean{weraille, 
| Luke 2 37 * Hannah worj5:pp:d Goa by faſting axd pray: Fi, rhe | 
hom uled is AtTpeusod, W 1h + the prov er ord for w ſhip, 
Aﬀts 13. 2. They mmniſir:d to the Lor:: and fiſt &, che word 1- 
| ſed is a£1mvgy vv7wy, whence the word Lit gy 1s detivedl, Ins 
me thinkes ſhould breed un the licarts of men a reverend eſtecrne 
| ot this duty, 

Beſides, how Rraight is that which is objecte'! againtt rhe laws 
fulneſle of it, as that the Spirit is {tinted , wacn wee art t<rered 
with words appoured, 

eArſw, The freedome of the Spirit fan's ner fo 1 vey fn rhe | 
extent ofthe words , as ths intenſteile _ © * fe EO SHED 
they areuttered, Beſides if this argun.c: 

{well againſt conceived prayer , for 1t hec 
oer {pit ir then ac chat prayech , there 1s wo; 
[reliraior, C 2 > 
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ſities, Therefore we bind not only to a fer rorme : bur men may, 
and ought to ule beſides, private prayer, wherein we may exprefſe 
our private, accidentall, and parciculer occaſions, And it th: y br 
more publique, there are prayers betore and xfter Sermon, whe'te 
in the Miniſter is left at more liberty ? Ard i it be yet mare g 
acrall belongiag co the State or Church, we a.\de it rorhe ,> 1glike 
prayers , as itis in the Gren-powder-treaſon i imes of Var, dearth, 
Fc, But there needs nor much be 1aid co convince rhe judgement: 
that which is chiefely to be deGced, is, that they may bs berrer ob- 
ſerved, and more clteemed, eſpecially ſecing our publique prayers 
be holy and good , ( and which ſhould be a greater inducement ) 
che Church hath commanded them : And it ciie Church be to be 
obeyed in indifterent things, a5itis, mach more in appointung of 
Gods owne Ordinances, 

And if a ſet forme of prayer bee lawfull, then che Lords 
Prayer muſt needes excell , being dedicaced by Chriſt t»in- | 
ſelſe , and is therefore ro bee more frequently uſed , and | 
withall Reverence both in minde and geſture. Nor doth, 
this want the praiſe and approbation of the Auncient, it is | 

4 Jproans (peech D wanmto efficacins empetr anus qnod pette | 

mis Chriſt: nomine ſs ipfrus Oratione petamus. And | 

Saint Argnſtine, Diſce et retinete oratronem Do- | 
m:9:c4m , et ter omnes ſantfos Con/ono ore pro- 
ferarts, Thus if weſhal ſhew our ſelves affe- 
cted as Receivers, in uſing both publicke 
and private praier, ye ſhall find that 
luccefle which /ohn and the 
reſt found, who of his 
fulreſſe received | 
Grace for 
Grace, 


